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OBSERVATIONS 


ON  THE 


AMERICAN  REVOLUTION. 


rr^HE  efforts  of  Great-Britain  to  reduce  thcfc 
United  States  being  now  almod  brought  to  a 
period  ;  it  is  proper  that  the  citizens  of  America 
fhould  look  over  the  ground  they  have  trodden.  This 
becomes  neceflary  in  order  that  the  prefent  generation  may 
fully  comprehend  thofe  two  points  which  poderity  indeed 
will  perceive  at  a  fmgle  glance,  but  which  it  is  of  im¬ 
portance  to  the  confciences  of  men  to  be  well  informed 
of  now.  For  certainly  it  becomes  us  to  know  that  the 
conted  which  hath  emancipated  our  country,  originated 
with  our  enemies,  and  hath  been  by  them  urged  on  for 
the  purpofes  of  domination  :  while  on  our  part  every  dep 
hath  been  taken  confident  with  podible  fafety  to  deprecate 
their  vengeance  and  avert  the  calamities  of  war. 

For  the  better  underdanding  this  important  fubjedf, 
we  mud  take  a  curfory  view  of  the  Britifli  colonies  before 
the  revolution,  previous  to  which  it  may  be  necelfary  to 
make  fome  few  remarks  on  the  circumdance  of  coloni¬ 
zation.  This  tho’  it  introduced  new  incidents  not  to  be 
met  with  in  the  antient  hidories  of  human  affairs,  neither 
did  or  could  introduce  any  new  reafon  or  new  maxims  of 
iudice. 

V 

I 

The  great  principle  therefore  is  and  ever  will  remain 
in  force,  that  men  are  by  nature  free.  As  ac¬ 
countable  to  him  that  made  them,  they  mud  be  fo 
and  fo  long  as  we  have  any  idea  of  divine  judice,  we 
mud  affociate  that  of  human  freedom.  Whether  men  can 
part  with  their  liberty  is  among  the  quedions  which  have 
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exercifed  the  able  ft  writers  :  but  it  is  conceded  on  all 
hands,  that  the  right  to  be  free  can  never  be  alienated, 

*  c)  , 

Still  Ids  is  it  practicable  for  one  generation  to  mortgage 
the  privileges  of  another.  The  right  of  a  llate  over  its 
own  members  hath  alfo  been  brought  into  queftion  and 
there  are  not  wanting  authorities  to  (hew,  that  citizens 
who  renounce  allegiance  and  protection  may  fly  from  the 
territories  of  the  it  ate,  and  ereCt  new  independent  go¬ 
vernments  in  new  countries.  Be  this  as  it  may,  the  point 
is  clear  that  when  the  confent  of  government  is  obtained, 
the  individuals  are  again  in  a  ftate  of  nature  ;  alike  free 
either  to  lubmit  to  a  fociety  exifting  or  to  eftabliih  one, 
as  their  intereft  or  their  inclination  may  prompt.  Here 
then  is  the  fituation  of  thofe  who  wearied  with  the  con¬ 
tentions  and  oppreflions  of  the  old  world,  boldly  threw 
themfelves  upon  the  protection  of  Providence  to  explore 
the  new,  and  traverfed  the  ocean  to  inhabit  a  wildernels 
amid  nations  of  barbarous  foes.  Thefe  ftrft  adventurers, 
infpired  by  freedom,  fupported  by  induftry,  and  protected 
bv  Heaven,  became  inured  to  toil,  to  hardfhip,  and  to 
war.  In  lpite  therefore  of  every  obftacle  they  obtained  a 
iettiement  and  then  turned  their  attention  to  the  fecuiity 
of  thole  equal  rights  for  which  they  had  encountered  fo 
many  perils  and  inconveniencies.  For  this  purpofe  they 
framed  independent  conftitutions  \  and  thefe  lioM/e\er  dif¬ 
ferent  in  form,  were  all  infpired  by  the  lame  ipint,  and 
all  founded  on  that  eternal  maxim  of  free  governments, 
that  no  man  can  be  bound  by  laws  to  which  he  does  not 
confent.  Thefe  little  republics  foon  began  to  flourilft 
with  a  vigor  and  beauty  adequate  to  theiadical  energy  ot 
their  hr  ft  principle.  Of  conlequence  they  became  a  de- 
iirable  objeCt  to  that  genius  of  enterprize  which  had 
animated  the  monarchies  of  Europe.  On  the  other  hand, 
their  weakness  required  loroe  antient  tiunk  to  lupport 
them  for  awhde  m  the  ftormoi  ambition.  Our  anceitors 
therefore,  ftimulated  by  their  neceflities,  and  feduced  by 
ancient  habits,  and  the  remembrance  of  former  friendfhips 
and  connections,  wereeafily  prevailed  on  to  fubjed  them- 
felves  to  the  king  of  England,  in  confequence  of  his 
Elemn  promife  to^  afford  them  protection  in  common  with 
all  Ins  other  iubjeCts  againft  foreign  force  and  internal 

violence.  The  Bntifa^eoloiues  then,  under  that  name* 

were 


were  in  fed!  fo  many  independent  Hates,  whofc  oidy  po¬ 
litical  connexion  with  each  other  and  with  the  lcveral 
parts  of  the  Britifh  empire,  was  by  means  oi  a  common 
Sovereign.  It  followed  from  their  natural  and  political 
lituation  that  this  connedtion  could  not  be  permanent, 
and  indeed  the  fabric  muft  have  crumbled  to  pieces  at  a 
much  earlier  period  if  it  had  not  been  cemented  by  the 
famenefs  of  manners  and  language,  a  ftrikirig  iimilarity 
of  civil  inflitutions,  a  continued  intercourfe  for  the  pui- 
pofes  of  commerce  and  other  c  ire  urn  fiances  of  the  like 
kind.  For  the  interefts  of  Great-Britain  and  America 
were  diametrically  oppofite,  whether  we  confider  them 
either  in  a  political  or  commercial  view.  It  was  for  in- 
flance  the  interefl  of  Great-Britain,  that  needy  dependents 
there  fhould  rebuild  their  fliattered  fortunes  here,  and  the 
wealthy  citizens  of  this  country  expend  their  property  at 
the  metropolis.  That  we  fhould  be  obliged  to  take  part 
in  all  their  wars  whether  for  defence  or  conqucfl.  That 
our  trade  fhould  be  confined  to  their  ports  ;  and  finally, 
that  they  fhould  have  a  power  by  laws  palled  in  their  par¬ 
liament  to  bind  us  in  all  cafes  whatfoever  ;  and  not  only 
did  the  difference  of  intereils  work  to  this  end,  but  nature 
had  fo  widely  feparated  the  two  countries,  that  it  was  im- 
poffible  they  could  long  have  been  joined  together  upon 
terms  even  of  defpotifm. 

From  what  hath  already  been  faid  it  mud  appear,  that 
as  a  free  people  we  could  not  be  bound  by  arbitrary 
edicts  of  the  prince,  that  by  Hill  (Ironger  reafons  we  could 
not  be  bound  by  the  more  arbitrary  edidts  of  our  fellow 
fubjedts  ;  and  of  confequence,  that  altho’  the  prince  and 
our  fellow  fubjedts  fhould  join  againfl  us  whatever  force 
they  might  acquire,  they  could  acquire  no  right  bv  the 
union.  But  it  will  appear  alfo,  that  we  had  on  every 
principle  a  right  to  become  independent,  particularly  if 
the  crown  fhould  violate  thofe  contracts  which  formed  the 
bafis  of  an  union.  For  let  us  fuppofe  that  when  our  ance- 
flors  quitted  Europe,  they  went  on  the  general  principle  oi 
declaiming  allegiance  to  and  protection  from  the  feverai, 
Hates  of  which  they  were  fubjedts,  or  that  they  came  hither 
with  the  permiflion  of  thofe  Fates,  and  even  under  a  con¬ 


tract  with  the  king  of  England. 
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And  when  they  arrived 

here 
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here,  let  us  fuppofe  either  that  they  eflablifhed  independent 
governments  which  afterwards  became  fubjedf  by  agree¬ 
ment,  or  that  a  conditional  fubjedf  ion  was  interwoven  in 
their  frame  ^ — Hill  the  exigence  of  the  contract  remains 
nn impeached  ;  or  even  on  a  fuppofition  that  they  had  a&u- 
ally  bargained  for  unconditional  fubmiffion,  Hill  that  bar¬ 
gain  would  have  been  from  its  very  nature  void  as  to  them  ; 
or  if  not  to  them,  at  lead:  to  their  offspring  ;  and  of  confe- 
qu  nee  from  the  principle  of  all  free  focieties,  the  contract 
wih  frill  remit.  And  it  being  evident  that  the  two  coun¬ 
ties  not  only  had  not,  but  really  could  not  have  (on  free 
principles)  any  political  connection  but  thro’  the  prince- - 
io  that  right  exercifed  in  the  revolution  of  England  de- 
monilrated  fince,  and  generally  admitted,  muff  iieceflarily 
draw  with  it  the  right  to  independence,  which  is  above 
Hated. 


Previous  to  the  lad:  war  a  few  acts  were  palled  in 
England  infringing  on  the  liberties  of  America;  and  but 
a  few  for  the  two  following  reafons,  ilr.  Became  Ame¬ 
rica  was  at  that  time  an  objedt  of  very  little  national 
attention.  2dly.  Becaufe  the  poiTellions  of  the  French 
enabled  them  to  give  fuch  elfeCtual  aid  in  cafe  of  rupture, 
that  it  was  imprudent  to  tempt  us  too  far.  Thefe  aefs 
however  were  obeyed,  becaufe  the  refiraints  were  of  no 
great  confequence  ;  and  becaufe  we  were  too  fenfible  of 
our  weaknefs  to  be  fully  fenfible  of  our  rights,  or  at  lcaft 
to  vindicate  them.  But  during  the  courfe  of  the  war,  the 
weight  and  magnitude  of  America  became  vifible  ;  and  at 
the  peace,  this  great  object  was  (or  at  lead:  feemed  to  be) 
infeparably  annexed  to  the  crown  of  Britain.  On  the 
other  hand,  v/e  had  felt  our  own  force,  and  were  relieved 
from  a  neighbour  whofe  views  at  that  time  cramped  our 
growth  and  repreffed  our  efforts.  The  confequence  of  this 
change  was  inllantly  perceived.  Great-Britain  claimed 
revenue  and  dominion.  We  refufed  the  one,  and  difputcd 
the  other. 


The  hiftory  which  Congrefs  gave  in  their  addrefs  to 
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America  of  OClober  1774,  will  on  this  occafion  deferve 
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our  ferious  attention,  it  is  as  follows  :  cc  Soon  after  the 
conclufion  of  the  late  war,  there  commenced  a  memorable 
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change  in  the  treatment  of  thefe  colonies.  By  a  fhtute 
made  in  the  fourth  year  of  the  prefent  reinn,  a  time  of 
profound  peace ,  alleging  “  the  expediency  of  new  previ¬ 
sions  and  regulations  for  extending  the  commerce  between 
Great -Britain  and  his  majedy’s  dominions  in  America ,  and 
the  necejfity  of  raifng  a  revenue  in  the  faid  dominions  for  de¬ 
fraying  the  expences  of  defending ,  prote&ing,  and  Securing 
the  fame,  the  commons  oj  Great-Britain  undertook  to  give 
and  grant  to  his  majedy  many  rates  and  duties,  to  be  paid 
in  thefe  colonies.  To  enforce  the  obfervance  of  this  adt, 
it  preferibes  a  great  number  of  fevere  penalties  and  forfei¬ 
tures  ;  and  in  two  fedtions  makes  a  remarkable  didindtion 
between  the  lubjedts  in  Great-Britain  and  thofe  in  America . 
By  the  one  the  penalties  and  forfeitures  incurred  there  are 
to  be  recovered  in  any  of  the  king’s  courts  of  record  at 
VI  eft  minder,  or  in  the  court  of  exchequer  in  Scotland  ; 
and  by  the  other,  the  penalties  and  forfeitures  incurred 
here  are  to  be  recovered  in  any  court  of  record,  or  in  any 
court  of  admiralty,  or  vice  admiralty,  at  the  eledtion  cf 
the  informer  or  profecutor. 

The  inhabitants  of  thefe  colonies,  confiding  in  the 
juftice  of  Great-Britain,  were  fcarcely  allowed  diffident 
time  to  receive  and  confider  this  adt  before  another,  well 
known  by  the  name  of  the  damp  act,  and  palled  in  the 
fdtli  year  of  this  reign,  engroffed  their  whole  attention. 
By  this  datute  the  Britifh  parliament  exercifed  in  the  mod 
explicit  manner  a  power  of  taxing  us,  and  extending  the 
jurifdiblion  of  courts  of  admiralty  and  vice  admiralty  in 
the  colonies  to  matters  arifing  within  the  body  of  a  county, 
and  diredted  the  numerous  penalties  and  forfeitures  thereby 
inflicted  to  be  recovered  in  the  faid  courts. 

Int  the  fame  year  a  tax  was  impofed  upon  us  by  an  adt 
edablifhing  feveral  new  fees  in  the  cuftoms.  In  the  next 
year  the  damp  adt  was  repealed  ;  not  bccaufe  it  was  founded 
in  an  erroneous  principle,  but  as  the  repealing  adt  recites, 
becaufe  the  u  continuance  thereof  would  be  attended  with 
“  many  inconveniencies,  and  might  be  produdtive  of  con- 
“  frequences  greatly  detrimental  to  the  commercial  intereft 
44  of  Great-Britain.'5 
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In  the  fame  year  and  by  a  fubfequent  act  it  was  declared, 
cc  that  his  majefty  in  parliament  of  right  had  power  to  bind 
cc  the  people  of  thefe  colonies  by  ftatutes  in  all  cafes  what- 
“  foever.” 

In  the  fame  year  another  act  was  paffed,  for  impofmg 
rates  and  duties  payable  in  thefe  colonies.  In  this  ftatute 
the  commons  avoiding  the  terms  of  giving  and  granting, 
“  humbly  befought  his  majefty  that  it  might  be  enadted, 
cc  &c.”  But  from  a  declaration  in  the  preamble,  that  the 
rates  and  duties  were  “  in  lieu  o f”  feveral  others  granted 
by  the  ftatute  firft  before  mentioned  for  raifing  a  revenue, 
and  from  fome  other  expreflions  it  appears  that  thefe  duties 
were  intended  for  that  purpofe. 

In  the  next  year,  [1767]  an  adl  was  made  cc  to  enable 
44  his  majefty  to  put  the  cuftoms  and  other  duties  in  Ame- 
44  rica  under  the  management  of  commiflloners,  &c.” 
And  the  king  thereupon  eredfed  the  prefent  expenfive 
board  of  commiflioners,  for  the  exprefs  purpofe  of  car¬ 
rying  into  execution  the  feveral  acts  relating  to  the  revenue 
and  trade  in  America. 

After  the  repeal  of  the  ftamp  adl,  having  again  re- 
figned  ourfelves  to  our  ancient  unfufpicious  aftedfions  for 
the  parent  ftate,  and  anxious  to  avoid  any  controverfy  with 
her,  in  hopes  of  a  favourable  alteration  in  fentiments  and 
meafures  towards  us,  we  did  not  prefs  our  objections 
againft  the  above  mentioned  ftatutes  made  fubfequent  to 
that  repeal. 

Administration,  attributing  to  trifling  caufes  a  con¬ 
duct  that  really  proceeded  from  generous  motives,  were 
encouraged  in  the  fame  year  [1767]  to  make  a  bolder 
experiment  on  the  patience  of  America. 

By  a  ftatute  commonly  called  theglafs,  paper  and  tea  adf, 
made  fifteen  months  after  the  repeal  of  the  ftamp  adl,  the 
commons  of  Great-Britain  refumed  their  former  language, 
and  again  undertook  to  44  give  and  grant  rates  and  duties 
“  to  be  paid  in  thefe  colonies,”  for  the  exprefs  purpofe  cl 

railing  a  revenue  to  defray  the  charges  of  the  admini- 
44  fixation  of  iuftice,  the  fupport  of  civil  government,  and. 
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ii  defending  the  king’s  dominions”  cn  this  continent. 
The  penalties  and  forfeitures  incurred  under  this  flatute, 
are  to  be  recovered  in  the  fame  manner  with  thofe  men¬ 
tioned  in  the  foregoing  aCts. 

T o  this  flatute  fo  naturally  tending  to  difturb  the  tran¬ 
quillity  then  univerfal  throughout  the  colonies,  parliament 
in  the  fame  fefhon  added  another  no  lefs  extraordinary. 

Ever  fince  the  making  the  prefen t  peace,  a  (landing 
army  has  been  kept  in  thefe  colonies  :  from  refpeCt  for 
the  mother  country  the  innovation  was  not  only  tolerated, 
but  the  provincial  legifiatures  generally  made  provifion 
for  fupplying  the  troops. 

The  affembly  of  the  province  of  New-York,  having 
pafl'ed  an  aCt  of  this  kind,  but  differing  in  fome  articles 
from  the  directions  of  the  aCt  of  parliament  made  in  the 
fifth  year  of  this  reign,  the  houfe  of  reprefentatives  in  that 
colony  was  prohibited  by  a  llatute  made  in  the  laft  feflion 
mentioned,  from  making  any  bill,  order,  refolution,  or 
vote,  except  for  adjourning  or  chufing  a  fpeaker,  until 
provifion  fhould  be  made  by  the  faid  affembly  for  furnifhing 
the  troops  within  that  province  not  only  with  all  fuch  ne- 
celfaries  as  were  required  by  the  flatute  which  they  were 
charged  with  difobeying,  but  alfo  with  thofe  required  by 
two  other  fubfequent  flatutes,  which  were  declared  to  be 
in  force  until  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  March,  1769. 

These  flatutes  of  the  year  1767,  revived  the  appre- 
heniions  and  difeontents  that  had  entirely  fuhfided  on  the 
repeal  of  the  (lamp  aCl ;  and  amidfl  the  juft  fears  and 
jealoufies  thereby  occahoned,  a  flatute  was  made  in  the 
next  year  [1768  J  to  ellablifh  courts  of  admiralty  and  vice 
admiralty  on  a  new  model,  exprefsly  for  the  end  of  more 
effectually  recovering  of  the  penalties  and  forfeitures  in- 
fliCled  by  aCts  of  parliament,  framed  for  the  purpofe  ot 
raiding  a  revenue  in  America,  &c. 

The  immediate  tendency  of  thefe  flatutes  is,  to  fub- 
vert  the  right  of  having  a  (hare  in  legiflation,  by  rendering 
affemblies  ufelefs  ;  the  right  of  property,  by  taking  the 
money  of  the  colonids  without  their  content }  the  right  of 

trial 


r 

L 


8  ] 


fTia]  by  jury,  by  ftibftituting  bn  their  place  trials  m  ad¬ 
miralty  and  vice  admiralty  courts,  where  fmgle  judges 
p  re  fide,  holding  their  commiffions  during  pleafure  ;  and 
unduly  to  influence  the  courts  of  common  law,  by  ren¬ 
dering  the  judges  thereof  totally  dependent  on  the  crown 
for  their  falaries. 


These  ftatutes,  not  to  mention  many  others  exceed¬ 
ingly  exceptionable,  compared  one  with  another,  will  be 
found  not  only  to  form  a  regular  fyftero,  in  which  every 
part  has  great  force,  but  alio  a  pertinacious  adherence  to 
that  fyflctn  for  fubjugating  thefe  colonies,  that  are  not, 
and  from  local  circumilances  cannot  be  rcprefented  in  the 
houfe  of  commons,  to  the  uncontroulable  and  unlimited 
power  of  parliament,  in  violation  of  their  undoubted 
rights  and  liberties— in  contempt  of  their  humble  and 
repeated  Applications. 

Severe  as  the  acts  of  parliament  before  mentioned 
are,  yet  the  conduct  of  adminiflration  hath  been  equally 
injurious,  and  irritating  to  this  devoted  country. 

Under  pretence  of  governing  them,  fo  many  new  in- 
ftitutions  uniformly  rigid  and  dangerous  have  been  intro¬ 
duced,  as  could  only  be  expected  from  incenfed  mailers, 
for  collecting  the  tribute  or  rather  the  plunder  of  conquered 
provinces. 

By  an  order  of  the  king,  the  authority  of  the  com¬ 
mander  in  chief,  and  under  him  of  the  brigadier  generals, 
in  time  of  peace,  is  rendered  fupreme  in  all  the  civil  go¬ 
vernments  in  America  ;  and  thus  an  uncontroulable  mili¬ 
tary  power  is  veAed  in  officers  not  known  to  the  confti- 
tution  of  thefe  colonies. 

A  large  body  of  troops,  and  a  conflderable  armament 
of  Blips  of  war,  have  been  lent  to  affiit  in  taking  their 
money  without  their  confent. 

Expensive  and  oppreffive  offices  have  been  multiplied, 
and  the  acts  of  corruption  induftrioufly  pradtifed  to  divide 
and  deftroy. 


The 
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T  HE  judges  of  the  admiralty  and  vice  admiralty  courts 
kre  impowered  to  receive  their  falaries  and  fees  from  the 
efledis  to  be  condemned  by  themfelves* 

1  he  commiflioners  of  the  cufloms  are  impowered  to 
break  open  and  enter  houfes  without  the  authority  of  any 
civil  mag iif rate  founded  on  legal  information. 

Judges  of  courts  ot  common  law  have  been  made  en¬ 
tirely  dependent  on  the  crown  for  their  coimniflions  and 
falaries. 

A  court  has  been  eflablifhed  at  Rhode-Ifland,  for  the 
purpofe  of  taking  cojonifts  to  England  to  be  tided. 

Humble  and  reafonable  petitions  from  the  reprefenta- 
lives  of  the  people,  have  been  frequently  treated  with 
contempt :  and  allemblies  have  been  repeatedly  and  arbU 
trari ly  diffolved* 

From  forne  few  inflances  it  will  fufliciently  appear* 
on  what  pretences  of  juftice  thofe  difiolutions  have  been 
founded. 

4 

The  tranquillity  of  the  colonies  having  been  again 
diflurbed,  as  has  been  mentioned,  by  the  ftatutes  of  the 
year  1767,  the  earl  of  Hillfborough,  fecretary  of  {fate* 
in  a  letter  to  governor  Bernard,  dated  April  22,  1768, 
cenfuresthe  preemption”  of  thehoufe  of  reprefentatives 
for  “  refolving  upon  a  meafure  of  fo  inflammatory  a  nature, 
as  that  of  writing  to  the  other  colonies,  on  the  fubjedf 
of  their  intended  reprefentations  againft  fome  late  a£fs 
iC  of  parliament;”  then  declares,  that  his  majefty  con- 
5C  Aiders  this  ftep  as  evidently  tending  to  create  unwar- 
rantable  combinations,  to  excite  an  unjuftifiable  oppo- 
fition  to  the  conftitutional  authority  of  parliament 
and  afterwards  adds,  “  it  is  the  king’s  pleafure,  that  as 
“  foon  as  the  general  court  is  again  aflembled,  at  the  time 
ic  preferibed  by  the  charter,  you  fhould  require  of  the 
houfe  of  reprefentatives,  in  his  majefly’s  name,  to  re- 
feind  the  refolution  which  gave  birth  to  the  circular 
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<c  letter  from  the  fpeaker,  and  to  declare  their  difappro- 
“  bation  of  and  diffent  to  that  rafh  and  hafly  proceeding/* 

“  If  the  new  afTembly  fhould  refufe  to  comply  with  his 
tc  majefty’s  reafonable  expectation,  it  is  the  king’s  plea- 
46  fure,  that  you  fhould  immediately  difTolve  them,” 

This  letter  being  laid  before  the  houfe,  and  the  refo- 
lution  not  being  refcinded  according  to  order,  the  afTembly 
was  aiiTolved.  A  letter  of  a  fimilar  nature  was  fent  to 
other  governors,  to  procure  refolutions,  approving  the  con¬ 
duct  of  the  reprefen  tatives  of  MafFachufetts-Bay,  to  be 
refcinded  alfo  ;  and  the  houfes  of  reprefentatives  in  other 
colonies  refuting  to  comply,  their  afTemblies  were  dilTolved. 

These  mandates  fpoke  a  language  to  which  the  ears  of 
Englifh  fubjeCts  had  for  feveral  generations  been  flrangers. 
The  nature  of  afTemblies  implies  a  power  and  right  of 
deliberation  ;  butthefe  commands,  profcribing  the  exercife 
of  judgment  on  the  propriety  of  the  requifitions  made, 
left  to  the  afTemblies  only  the  election  between  dictated 
fubmiflion,  and  threatened  punifhment :  a  punifhment  too 
founded  on  no  other  aCt  than  fuch  as  is  deemed  innocent 
even  in  haves — of  agreeing  in  petitions  for  redrefs  of 
grievances  that  equally  affeCt  all. 

The  hoftile  and  unjuflifiable  invafion  of  the  town  of 
Bolton  foon  followed  thefe  events  in  the  fame  year  ; 
though  that  town,  the  province  in  which  it  is  fituated* 
and  all  the  colonies  from  abhorrence  of  a  conteft  with  their 
parent  hate,  permitted  the  execution  even  of  thofe  flatutes 
againft  which  they  fo  unanimoufly  were  complaining,  re- 
monftrating  and  lupplicating. 

Administration,  determined  to  fubdue  a  fpirit  of 
freedom  which  Englifh  minifters  fhould  have  rejoiced  to 
cherifh,  entered  into  a  monopolizing  combination  with 
the  Eafl-India  company,  to  fend  to  this  continent  vaft 
quantities  of  tea,  an  article  on  which  a  duty  was  laid  by 
a  flatute  that  in  a  particular  manner  attacked  the  liberties 
of  America,  and  which  therefore  the  inhabitants  of  thefe 
colonies  had  refolved  not  to  import.  The  cargo  fent  to 
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South -Carolina  was  ftored,  and  not  allowed  to  be  fold. 
Thofe  fent  to  Philadelphia  and  New- York  were  not  per¬ 
mitted  to  be  landed.  That  fent  to  Bofton  was  deftroyed, 
becaufe  governor  Hutchinfon  would  not  fuffer  it  to  be  re¬ 
turned. 

On  the  intelligence  of  thefe  tranfa&ions  arriving  in 
Great-Britain,  the  public  fpirited  town  lafl  mentioned 
was  Tingled  out  for  deftnnftion,  and  it  was  determined  the 
province  it  belongs  to  fhould  partake  of  its  fate.  In  the 
laft  feffion  of  parliament  therefore  were  palled  the  a£is  for 
(hutting  up  the  ports  of  Bofton,  indemnifying  the  mur¬ 
derers  of  the  inhabitants  of  Maflachufetts-Bay,  and  chang¬ 
ing  their  chartered  conftitution  of  government.  To  en¬ 
force  thefe  acfts,  that  province  is  again  invaded  by  a  fleet 
and  army. 

To  mention  thefe  outrageous  proceedings,  is  fufflcient 
to  explain  them.  For  though  it  is  pretended  that  the 
province  of  Maftachufetts-Bay  has  been  particularly  dif- 
refpedfful  to  Great-Britain,  yet  in  truth  the  behaviour  of 
the  people  in  other  colonies,  has  been  an  equal  “  oppo- 
<c  fition  to  the  power  aftumed  by  parliament.”  No  ftep 
however  has  been  taken  againft  any  of  the  reft.  This 
artful  conducft  conceals  feveral  defigns.  It  is  expedled 
that  the  province  of  Maflachufetts  Bay  will  be  irritated^ 
into  fome  violent  a£bon  that  may  difpleafe  the  reft  of  the 
continent,  or  that  may  induce  the  people  of  Great-Britain 
to  approve  the  meditated  vengeance  of  an  imprudent  and 
exafperated  miniftry.  If  the  unexampled  pacific  temper 
of  that  province  fhall  difappoint  this  part  of  the  plan,  it 
is  hoped  the  other  colonies  will  be  fo.  far  intimidated  as  to 
defert  their  brethren,  buffering  in  a  common  caufe,  and 
•that  thus  difunited,  all  may  be  lubdued. 

To  promote  thefe  defigns,  another  meafure  has  been 
purfued.  In  the  feflion  of  parliament  laft  mentioned,  an 
adt  was  pafted  for  changing  the  government  of  Quebec, 
bv  which  adl  the  Roman  catholic  religion,  inftead  of  being 
tolerated,  as  ftipulated  by  the  treaty  of  peace,  iseftablilhed  ; 
and  the  people  there  are  deprived  of  a  right  to  an  aflemblya 
trials  by  jury,  and  the  Englifh  laws  fi>  civil  cafes  aj*e 
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gbolifhcd,  and  inftead  thereof  the  French  laws  are  efta- 
Pi  lined,  in  direct  violation  of  his  majefty’s  promife  by  his 
roy^l  proclamation,  under  the  faith  of  which  many  Eno-lifh 
fu hjcdts  fettled  in  that  province  ;  and  the  limits  of  &that 
province  are  extended  fo  as  to  comprehend  thofe  vaft  re-* 
gions  that  lie  adjoining  to  the  northerly  and  wefterl v 
boundaries  of  thefe  colonies. 


T  he  authors  of  this  arbitrary  arrangement  flatter  them 


fcl 
ful 

proper  instruments  for  affifting  in  the  opprefiion  of  fuch 
as  differ  from  them  in  the  modes  of  government  and  faith. 


\  cs,  tnat  the  inhabitants  deprived  of  liberty,  and  art- 
dy  provoked  againft  thofe  of  another  religion,  will  be 


From  the  detail  of  fadts  herein  before  recited,  as  well 
as  from  authentic  intelligence  received,  it  is  clear  beyond 
a  doubt,  that  a  refolution  is  formed  and  now  carrying  into 
execution,  to  extinguifh  the  freedom  of  thefe  colonies  by 
fib  jetting  them  to  a  defpotic  government, 

b  or  the  redrefs  of  thefe  grievances,  the  Congrefs  of 
America,  inftead  of  hying  to  arms,  which,  however  jufti- 
Fable,  would  not  perhaps  have  been  wife,  and  which  cer¬ 
tainly  ought  as  much  as  poflible  to  be  avoided,  prefented 
a  petition  to  the  king,  which  after  taking  notice  of  the 
feverai  executive  and  legiflative  adds  before  mentioned, 
proceeds  thus.--—  I  o  a  fovereign  who  glories  in  the 
name  of  Briton,  the  bare  recital  of  thefe  acts  mu  ft,  we 
prefume,  juftify  the  loyal  fubjedts  who  hy  to  the  foot  of 
his  throne,  and  implore  his  clemency  for  protection  againft 
them. 


From  this  deftrudtive  fyfiem  of  colony  admin  iff  ration, 
adopted  fince  the  conclufion  of  the  laid  war,  have  flowed 
thofe  diflreffes,  dangers,  fears  and  jealoufies.  that  over¬ 
whelm  your  majefiy’s  dutiful  colonifts  with  afHidion  : 
and  we  defy  $ur  moft  fubtle  and  inveterate  enemies  to 
trace  the  unhappy  differences  between  Great-Biitain  and 
thefe  colonies,  from  an  earlier  period,  or  from  other  caufes, 
than  we  have  aftigned.  Had  they  proceeded  on  our  own 
part  from  a  reftlefs  levity  of  temper,  unjuft  impulfes  of 
ambition,  or  artful  fuggeftions  of  feditious  perfons,  we 

ftiQuId 


[  *3  ] 

ftould  merit  the  opprobrious  terms  frequently  bellowed 
upon  us  by  thofe  we  revere.  But  lo  far  from  promotino- 
innovations,  we  have  only  oppofcd  them  ;  and  can  be 
charged  with  no  offence  unlefs  it  be  one  to  receive  injuries 
and  be  fenfible  of  them. 

Had  our  creator  been  pleafed  to  give  us  exigence  in  a 
land  of  flavery,  the  fenfe  of  our  condition  might  have 
been  mitigated  by  ignorance  and  habit.  But,  thanks  be 
to  his  adorable  goodnefs,  we  were  born  the  heirs  of  free¬ 
dom,  and  ever  enjoyed  our  right  under  the  aufpices  of 
your  royal  ancestors,  whofe  family  was  feated  on  the  Bri- 
tifh  throne  to  refeue  and  fecure  a  pious  and  gallant  nation 
from  the  defpotifm  of  a  fuperftitious  and  inexorable  tyrant. 
Your  majefty,  we  are  confident,  juftly  rejoices  that  your 
title  to  the  crown  is  thus  founded  on  the  title  of  your 
people  to  liberty  ;  and  therefore,  we  doubt  not  but  your 
royal  wifdom  muff  approve  the  fenfibility  that  teaches  your 
fubjedfs  anxioufly  to  guard  the  bleffing  they  received  from 
D  ivine  Providence,  and  thereby  to  prove  the  performance 
of  that  compact  which  elevated  the  illuftrious  houfe  of 
Brunfwick  to  the  imperial  dignity  it  now  pofTdTes. 

T he  apprehenfion  of  being  degraded  into  a  Bate  of 
fervitude  from  the  pre-eminent  rank  of  Englifh  freemen, 
while  our  minds  retain  the  ftrpngeft  love  of  liberty  and 
clearly  forefee  the  miferies  preparing  for  us  and  our  po¬ 
sterity,  excites  emotions  in  our  breads,  which  though  we 
cannot  deferibe,  we  fhould  not  wifh  to  conceal.  Feeling 
as  men,  and  thinking  as  fubjedls  in  the  manner  we  do, 
lllence  would  be  difloyalty.  By  giving  this  faithful  in¬ 
formation,  we  do  all  in  our  power  to  promote  the  great 
objects  of  your  royal  cares,  the  tranquillity  of  your  go¬ 
vernment,  and  the  welfare  of  your  people. 

Duty  to  your  majefty,  and  regard  for  the  prefervation 
of  ourlelves  and  our  pofterity,  the  primary  obligations  of 
nature  and  fociety,  command  us  to  entreat  your  royal  at¬ 
tention  ,  and  as  your  majefty  enjoys  the  fignal  diftimition 
of  reigning  over  freemen,  we  apprehend  the  language  of 
freemen  cannot  be  difpleafing.  Your  royal  indignation, 
we  hope,  will  rather  fall  on  thofe  defining  and  dangerous 
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inen  who  daringly  interpofing  themfelves  between  your 
royal  perfon  and  your  faithful  fubjecfts,  and  for  feveral 
years  paft  inceffantly  employed  to  diffolve  the  bonds  of 
fociety,  by  abiding  your  majefty’s  authority,  mifrepre- 
fenting  your  American  fubjecfts,  and  profecuting  the  moft 
clefperate  and  irritating  projects  of  oppreihon^  have  at 
length  compelled  us  by  the  force  of  accumulated  injuries* 
too  fevere  to  be  any  longer  tolerable,  to  difturb  your  ma¬ 
jefty’s  repofe  by  our  complaints. 

Thtese  fentiments  are  extorted  from  hearts  that  much 
more  willingly  would  bleed  in  your  majefty’s  fervice. 
Yet  fo  greatly  have  we  been  mifreprefcnted,  that  a  ne- 
ceflity  has  been  alleged  of  taking  our  property  from  us 
without  our  conlent,  M  to  defray  the  charge  of  the  ad- 
miniftration  of  juftice,  the  fupport  of  civft  government, 
and  the  defence,  protection,  and  fecurity  of  the  colonies.” 
But  we  beg  leave  to  allure  your  majefty,  that  fuch  pro- 
vifion  has  been  and  will  be  made  for  defraying  the  two 
ftrft  articles  as  has  been  and  fhall  be  judged  by  the  legilla- 
tures  of  the  feveral  colonies  juft  and  fuitable  to  their  re- 
fpective  circumftances  :  and  for  the  defence,  protection, 
and  fecurity  of  the  colonies,  their  militias  if  properly 
regulated,  as  they  earneftly  defire  may  immediately  bo 
done,  would  be  fully  fufficient  at  leaft  in  times  of  peace  ; 
and  in  cafe  of  war,  your  faithful  colonifts  will  be  ready 
and  willing,  as  they  ever  have  been  when  conftitutionally 
required,  to  demonftrate  their  loyalty  to  your  majefty,  by- 
exerting  their  moft  ftrenuous  efforts  in  granting  fupplies 
and  railing  forces. 

Yielding  to  no  Britifh  fubjects  in  affectionate  at¬ 
tachment  to  your  majefty’s  perfon,  family,  and  govern¬ 
ment,  we  too  dearly  prize  the  privilege  of  exprefling  that 
attachment  by  thofe  proofs  that  are  honourable  to  the 
prince  who  receives  them,  and  to  the  people  who  give 
them,  ever  to  refign  it  to  any  body  of  men  upon  earth. 
Had  we  been  permitted  to  enjoy  in  quiet  the  inheritance 
left  us  by  our  forefathers,  we  ftiould  at  this  time  have 
been  peaceably,  cheerfully,  and  ufefully  employed  in  re¬ 
commending  ourfelves  by  every  teftimony  of  devotion  to 
your  majefty,  and  of  veneration  to  the  ftate  from  which 
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We  derive  our  origin.  But  though  now  expofed  to  un¬ 
expected  and  unnatural  fcenes  of  di  ft  refs  by  a  contention 
with  that  nation  in  whofe  parental  guidance  on  all  im^ 
portant  affairs  we  have  hitherto,  with  filial  reverence* 
conftantly  trufted,  and  therefore  can  derive  no  inftruCfion 
in  pur  prefent  unhappy  and  perplexing  circumftances 
from  any  former  experience ;  yet,  we  doubt  not,  the 
purity  of  our  intentions  and  the  integrity  of  our  conduct 
will  juftify  us  at  that  grand  tribunal  before  which  all 
mankind  muft  fubmit  to  judgment. 

We  afk  but  for  peace,  liberty,  and  fafety.  We  wifh 
not  a  diminution  of  the  prerogative,  nor  do  we  folicit 
the  grant  of  any  new  right  in  our  favour.  Your  royal 
authority  over  us  and  our  connexion  with  Great-Britain, 
we  £hall  always  carefully  and  zealoufly  endeavour  to  fup- 
port  and  maintain. 

Filled  with  fentiments  of  duty  to  your  majefty  and 
of  affeCfion  to  our  parent  ftate,  deeply  imprefled  by  our 
education,  and  ftrongly  confirmed  by  our  reafbn,  and 
anxious  to  evince  the  fincerity  of  thefe  difpofitions,*  we 
prefent  this  petition  only  to  obtain  redrefs  of  grievances, 
and  relief  from  fears  and  jealoufies  oocafioned  by  the  fyftem 
of  ftatutes  and  regulations  adopted  fince  the  clofe  of  the 
laft  war  for  raifing  a  revenue  in  America-— -extending  the 
powers  of  courts  of  admiralty  and  vice  admiralty— trying 
perfons  in  Great-Britain  for  offences  alleged  to  be  com¬ 
mitted  in  America— affeding  the  province  of  Maftachu- 
fetts-Bay— and  altering  the  government  and  extending 
the  limits  of  Quebec  :  by  the  abolition  of  which  fyftem, 
the  harmony  between  Great-Britain  and  thefe  colonies, 
fo  neceflary  to  the  happinefs  of  both,  and  fo  ardently  de- 
fired  by  the  latter,  and  the  ufual  intercourfes  will  be  im¬ 
mediately  reftored.  In  the  magnanimity  and  juftice  of 
your  majefty  and  parliament  we  confide  for  a  redrefs  of  our 
other  grievances,  trufting,  that  when  the  caufes  of  our 
apprehenfions  are  removed,  our  future  conduft  will  prove 
us  not  unworthy  of  the  regard  we  have  been  accuftomed, 
in  our  happier  days,  to  enjoy.  For  appealing  to  that  Being 
who  fearches  thoroughly  the  hearts  of  his  creatures,  we 
Ibltmnly  profefs  that  gur  councils  have  been  influenced 
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by  no  other  motive  than  a  dread  of  impending  de- 
PrudEon. 

Permit  us  then,  moft  gracious  fovereign,  in  the  name 
of  all  your  faithful  people  in  America,  with  the  utmoft 
humility,  to  implore  you  for  the  honour  of  Almighty  God,- 
whole  pure  religion  our  enemies  are  undermining" ;  for  your 
glory  which  can  be  advanced  only  by  rendering  your  fub- 
jedts  happy  and  keeping  them  united  ;  for  the  intereffs  of 
your  1  ami ly  depending  on  an  adherence  to  the  principles 
that  enthroned  it ;  for  the  fafety  and  welfare  of  your 
kingdoms  and  dominions  threatened  with  almoft  una¬ 
voidable  dangers  and  diffreffes,  that  your  majeffy,  as  the 
loving  father  of  your  whole  people,  connected  by  the 
fame  bonds  of  law,  loyalty,  faith,  and  blood,  though 
dwelling  in  various  countries,  will  not  fuffer  the  tran- 
fcendent  relation  formed  by  thefe  ties  to  be  farther  violated 
in  uncertain  expectation  of  effects,  which  if  attained,  never 
can  compenfate  for  the  calamities  through  which  they 
muff  be  gained. 

W e  therefore  moff  earneffly  befeech  vour  majeffy,  that 
your  royal  authority  and  interpofition  may  be  ufed  for  our 
.relief,  and  that  a  gracious  anfwer  may  be  given  to  this 
petition. 

That  your  majeffy  may  enjoy  every  felicity  through 
a  long  and  glorious  reign  over  loyal  and  happy  fubjects, 
and  that  your  defcendents  may  inherit  your  profperity  and 
dominions  till  time  lhall  be  no  more,  is,  and  always  will 
be  our  fmcere  and  fervent  prayer.” 

But  as  the  king  of  England  was  not  our  only  op¬ 
ponent,  but  as  it  were  the  ally  of  our  fellow  fubjebts  who 
had  taken  upon  themfelves  to  claim  dominion  over  us,— 
and  as  it  is  a  melancholy  truth  that  to  make  men  reafon, 
they  muff  be  made  to  feel, — fo  the  Congrefs  to  induce  the 
people  of  Great-Britain  to  recede  from  their  extravagant 
demands,  did,  for  themfelves  and  their  conftituents,  agree 
and  afiociate  as  follows,  to  wit ; 
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“  First,  That  from  and  after  the  firft  day  of  De- 
cember  next,  we  will  not  import  into  Britijh  America ,  from 
Great-Britain  or  Ireland ,  any  goods,  wares  or  merchandize 
whatfoever,  or  from  any  other  place,  any  fuch  goods, 
wares,  or  merchandize,  as  fhall  have  been  exported  from 
Great-Britain  or  Ireland ;  nor  will  we  after  that  day  im- 
port  any  Eajl-India  tea  from  any  part  of  the  world  3  nor 
any  molaiTes,  fyrups,  paneles,  coffee,  or  pimento,  from 
the  Britijh  plantations  or  from  Dominica  ;  nor  wines  from 
Madeira ,  or  the  weftern  iflands  ;  nor  foreign  indigo. 

Secondly,  We  will  neither  import  nor  purchafeany 
Have  imported  after  the  fir  ft  day  of  December  next  ;  after 
which  time  we  will  wholly  difeontinue  the  fiave  trade, 
and  will  neither  be  concerned  in  it  ourfelves,  nor  will  we 
hire  our  veflels,  nor  fell  our  commodities  or  manufactures 
to  thofe  who  are  concerned  in  it. 

cc  7  hirdly,  As  a  non-confumption  agreement  ftriCtly 
adhered  to,  will  be  an  effectual  fecurity  for  the  obfervation 
of  the  non-importation,  we,  as  above,  folemnly  agree  and 
affociate,  that  from  this  day  we  will  not  purchafe  or  ufe 
any  tea  imported  on  account  of  the  Eajl-India  co?npany ,  or 
any  on  which  a  duty  hath  been  or  fhall  be  paid  ;  and  from 
and  after  the  firft  day  of  March  next,  we  will  not  pur¬ 
chafe  or  ufe  any  Eajl-India  tea  Whatever  ;  nor  will  we, 
nor  fhall  any  perfon  for  or  under  us,  purchafe  or  ufe  any  of 
thofe  goods,  wares  or  merchandize,  we  have  agreed  not  to 
import,  which  we  fhall  know  or  have  caufe  to  fufpeCb 
were  imported  after  the  firft  day  of  December ,  except  fuch 
as  come  under  the  rules  and  directions  of  the  tenth  article 
hereafter  mentioned. 


“  Fourthly,  The  earneft  defire  we  have  not  to  injure 
our  fellow  fubjedts  in  Great-Britain ,  Ireland ,  or  the  Weft- 
Indies ,  induces  us  to  lulpend  a  non-exportation,  until  the 
tenth  day  of  September,  1775  ;  at  which  time,  if  the  faid 
aefs  and  parts  of  ads  of  the  Britijh  parliament  herein 
after  mentioned  are  not  repealed,  we  will  not,  diredfly  or 
indiredfly,  export  any  merchandize  or  commodity  what¬ 
foever  to  Great-Britain ,  Ireland ,  or  the  Weft- Indies y  except 
rice  to  Europe.” 

C  And 
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And  to  inforce  and  explain  the  reafons  of  this  meiu 
fare,  they  publifhed  an  addrefs  to  the  people  of  Great-* 
Britain-  Whoever  fhall  read  the  hiftory  of  thefe  tranffi 
adlions  in  a  future  age,  will  perhaps  be  aftonifhed  that 
after  the  defign  of  our  enemies  was  thus  clearly  manifefted, 
no  other  tinea fu res  were  taken  to  counteract  them.  To 
fuppofe  that  they  would  give  up  the  plan  fo  regularly 
formed  and  fo  deliberately  undertaken,  without  the  molt 
Cogent  neceffity,  was  certainly  abfurd.  War  therefore' 
fh  ould  have  been  confidered  as  inevitable,  and  every  pro- 
vifion  made  for  it  by  large  importations  of  cloathing  and 
military  Bores,  as  well  as  by  negotiations  with  the  rivals 
of  Great- Britain. 

These  things  however  were  not  only  neglefied,  but 
the  direct  contrary  road  was  purfued  ;  fo  that  the  war 
really  found  us  in  a  fituation  far  more  naked  and  unpro¬ 
vided  than  was  natural  to  us.  In  anfwer  to  this  however 
it  is  to  be  ohferved  again,  that  mankind  reafon  from  their 
feelings.  That  we  were  really  attached  to  Great-Britain, 
and  fought  only  to  be  united  to  her,  if  it  were  poffible  to 
be  fo,  without  the  total  proflration  of  all  our  rights. 
This  attachment  in  fa£l  blinded  us  to  our  interefls  fo 
effectually,  that  a  preparation  for  war,  or  a  threat  of  in¬ 
dependence,  would  have  created  the  moil  violent  ferment. 
Conprefs  (whatever  may  have  been  their  private  fenti- 
men-ts)  were  then,  as  at  prefent,  under  a  neceffity  of  con¬ 
forming  to  the  popular  opinion.  Great  reliance  was 
placed  upon  the  clemency  of  the  prince,  the  juflice  of  the 
people,  and  the  commercial  intereffs  of  the  empire.  Be* 
{ides  all  this,  war  with  Great-Britain  was  a  moft  ferious 
objedf.  It  would  have  been  fuch  to  any  power  on  earth, 
Succcfs  was  at  leaf!  highly  doubtful.  The  confequence 
of  victory  on  their  part  muft  have  been  on  ours  a  total 
fubie&ion.  However  clear  might  be  the  right  of  re-* 
fi fiance  in  cafes  of  abfolute  neceffity,  it  feemed  to  be 
highly  proper,  that  this  neceffity  fhould  clearly  appear 
before  the  previous  heps  to  refinance  were  taken.  On 
tpc  who]e,  it  was  perhaps  hardly  juBifiabie  to  appeal  to 
arms  while  the  remotefl  probability  remained  of  obtaining, 
without  them  the  great  object  of  peace,  liberty  and  fafety,- 
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It  was  in  conformity  to  thefe  fentime  nts,  that  on  the 
11th  of  October,  1774,  the  Congrefs  wrote  a  letter  to 
o-eneral  Gage,  intreating  him  to  forbear  meafures  tenumg 
to  irritate  the  people  ot  Maflachufetts-Bay,  an  at  t  c 
fame  time,  “  refolved  unanimoufly,  that  they  be  ad v lied 
ftill  to  condud  them fel yes  peaceably  towards  his  excel¬ 
lency  general  Gage,  and  his  majefty’s  troops  now  itationed 
in  the  town  of  Boflon,  as  far  as  can  poflibly  be  conliitent 
with  their  immediate  fafety,  and  the  fecurity  of  the  town; 
avoiding  and  ^countenancing  every  violation  of  his  ma¬ 
jefty’s  property,  or  any  inlult  to  his  troops ;  and  that  they 
peaceably  and  firmly  perfevere  in  the  fine  they  are  now 
conducing  themfelves  on  the  defenfive,” 

This  Congrefs  having  given  it  as  their  opinion,  that 
another  fihould  meet  on  the  tenth  or  May  then  next,  uif~ 
jfolved  itfelf  on  the  26th  of  October, 

It  appears  that  while  they  were  thus  foiicitous  for  peace, 
our  enemies  had  taken  their  determinations  unalterably  , 
for  though  the  letter  of  lord  Dartmouth  to  general  Gage 
does  not  appear,  the  anfwer  of  the  general  of the  15th 
December,  1774,  contains  the  fulleft  convidion.  He 
fays  “  Your  lordfhip's  idea  of  difarming  certain  pro¬ 
vinces  would  doubtlefs  be  confident  with  prudence  and 
fafety  ;  but  it  neither  is,  nor  has  been  pradic.ahle,  without 
having  recourfe  to  force,  and  being  mailers  of  the  counti  j . 

T heir  confequent  condud  appears  tully  confonantw ith 
this  general  plan  ;  for  the  petition  to  the  king  received  no 
other  notice  than  to  be  thrown  on  the  table  oi  parliament 
am  on  ^  the  mafs  of  American  papers,  by  which  his  intention 
to  take  part  with  our  fellow  fubjeds  againft  us  was  fully 
declared.  His  mini  fie  rs  avowed  the  determination  to 
compel  us  to  obey  the  ads  they  had  paffed  ;  and  a  very 
confiderable  force  was  fent  out  for  that  purpofe.  In  the 
month  of  February,  a  refolution  was  agreed  to  on  a  mo¬ 
tion  of  one  of  the  minifters,  which  was  at  that  time  called 
a  conciliatory  motion  ;  and  which  (allowing  us  to  pofiefs 
common  fenfe  and  common  fpirit)  was  directly  the  reverie. 
This  will  appear  from  the  motion  itfelf,  and  from  the  fenfe 
of  the  fecond  Congrefs  upon  it.— “  T,  he  houfe  in  a  com-. 
‘  *  "*  C  2  mit.tcz 
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I  MAT  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  that  when 

o/hTs'm"  u  ft0'"10  and  affemb'y’  or  Seneral  court  of  any 
of  his  majefty  s  provinces  or  colonies  in  America ,  fhall 

p.opoie  to  make  provifion  according  to  the  condition, 

rCUr?  ance>  °t  Situation  of  Inch  province  or  colony,  for 

on  ii  uting  their  proportion  to  the  common  defence  (fuch 

P  Portion  to  be  railed  under  the  authority  of  the  general 

alk,mb'y  °f  fuch  Prov‘nce  or  colony, 
and  difpofable  by  parliament)  and  fhall  engage  to  make 

provifion  alio  for  the  fupport  of  the  civil  government,  and 

the  admimflration  of  juftice  in  fuch  province  or  colony,  it 

will  be  proper,  ,f  fuch  propofal  fhall  be  approved  by  his 

rncjefty  and  the  two  houfes  of  parliament,  and  for  fo  long 

as  luch  provifion  fhall  be  made  accordingly,  to  forbear  in 

rclpect  w  fuch  province  or  colony,  to  lay  any  duty,  tax, 

or  afiellment,  except  only  fuch  duties  as  it  may  be  expe- 

lent  to  continue  to  levy  or  impofe  for  the  regulation  of 

commerce  ;  the  net  produce  of  the  duties  laft  mentioned 

to  be  carried  to  the  account  of  fuch  province  or  colony 
rcipetiti  vely.  J 

The  Congrefs  took  the  faid  refolution  into  confi- 
deration,  and  are  thereupon  of  opinion, 


That  the  colonies  of  America  are  entitled  to  the  foie 
and  exdufive  privilege  of  giving  and  granting  their  own 
money  .  that  this  involves  a  right  of  deliberating  whether 
they  will  make  any  gift,  for  what  purpcfes  it  fhalt  be  made 
and  what  fliall  be  its  amount ;  and  that  it  is  a  high  breach 
ot  this  privilege  for  any  body  of  men,  extraneous  to  their 
con  dilutions  to  prcfcribc  the  purpofes  for  which  money 
fhall  be  levied  on  them,  to  take  to  themfclves  the  authority 
of  jui.gmg  of  their  conditions,  circumffances  and  flotations 

and  of  determining  the  amount  of  the  contribution  to  be 
levied. 


I  hat  as  the  colonies  poflefs  a  right  of. appropriating 
their  gifts,  fo  are  they  in  titled  at  all  times  to  enquire  into 
their  application,  to  fee  that  they  be  not  walled  amon<r 
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the  vena]  and  corrupt,  for  the  purpofe  of  undermining  the 
civil  rights  of  the  givers,  nor  yet  be  diverted  to  the  fupport 
of  (landing  armies,  inconfdlent  with  their  freedom  and 
fubverllve  of  their  quiet.  To  propofe  therefore,  as  this 
refolution  does,  that  the  monies  given  by  the  colonies  fhall 
be  fubjeft  to  the  difpofal  of  parliament  alone,  is  to  propofe 
that  they  fhall  relinquifh  this  right  of  enquiry,  and  put  it 
in  the  power  of  others  to  render  their  gifts  ruinous,  in 
proportion  as  they  are  liberal. 

f  >  4  .  , 

That  this  privilege  of  giving  or  of  with-holding  our 
monies,  is  an  important  barrier  againft  the  undue  exertion 
of  prerogative,  which  if  left  altogether  without  controul, 
may  be  exerciled  to  our  great  oppreffion  ;  and  all  hiftory 
fhews  how  efficacious  is  its  interceffion  for  redrefs  of  griev¬ 
ances  and  re-eftablifhment  of  rights,  and  how  improvident 
it  would  be  to  part  with  fo  powerful  a  mediator. 

We  are  of  opinion  that  the  propofition  contained  in 
this  refolution  is  unreafonable  and  infidious  ;  unreafonable 
becaufe  if  we  declare  we  accede  to  it,  we  declare  without 
refervation  we  will  purchafe  the  favour  of  parliament,  not 
knowing  at  the  fame  time  at  what  price  they  will  pleafe  to 
eftimate  their  favour  ;  it  is  infidious,  becaufe  individual 
colonies  having  bid  and  bidden  again,  till  they  find  the 
avidity  of  the  feller  too  great  for  all  their  powers  to  fatisfy, 
are  then  to  return  into  oppofition,  divided  from  their  fifier 
colonies,  whom  the  minifler  will  have  previoufly  detached 
by  a  grant  of  eafier  terms,  or  by  an  artful  procraftination 
of  a  definitive  anfwer. 

That  the  fufpenfion  of  the  exercife  of  their  pretended 
power  of  taxation  being  exprefsly  made  commenfuratc 
with  the  continuance  of  our  gifts,  thefe  muff  be  perpetual 
to  make  that  fo.  Whereas  no  experience  has  fhewn  that 
a  gift  of  perpetual  revenue  fecures  a  perpetual  return  of 
duty  or  of  kind(  difpofition.  On  the  contrary,  the  par¬ 
liament  itfelf  wifely  attentive  to  this  obfervation,  are  in 
the  efiablifhed  practice  of  granting  their  fupplies  from  year 
to  year  only. 


Desirous 
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Desirous  and  determined  as  we  arc  to  confider  in  fchs 
moft  difpaflionate  view,  every  Teeming  advance  towards  a 
reconciliation  made  by  the  Briiifo  parliament,  let  our  bre¬ 
thren  of  Britain  reflect  what  would  have  been  the  facridce 
to  men  of  free  fpirits,  had  even  fair  terms  been  profered, 
as  thefe  infkluous  proposals  v/ere  with  circumdances  of 
infult  and  defiance.  A  propofition  to  give  our  money x 
accompanied  with  large  fleets  and  armies,  feems  add  reded 
to  our  fears  rather  than  to  our  freedom.  With  what  pa¬ 
tience  would  Britons  have  received  articles  of  treaty  from 
any  power  on  earth,  when  borne  on  the  point  of  a  bayonet 
by  military  plenipotentaries  l 

We  think  the  attempt  unneceffary  to  raife  upon  us  by 
force  or  by  threats  our  proportional  contributions  to  the 
common  defence,  when  all  know,  and  themfelves  acknow- 
lege,  we  have  fully  contributed  whenever  called  upon  tp 
do  fo  in  the  character  of  freemen. 

We  are  of  opinion  it  is  not  jud  that  the  colonies  fhould 
fee  required  to  oblige  themfelves  to  other  contributions, 
while  Great- Britain  poffeffes  a  monopoly  of  their  trade. 
This  of  itfelf  lays  them  under  heavy  contribution.  To., 
demand  therefore  additional  aids  in  the  form  cf  a  tax,  is 
to  demand  the  double  of  their  equal  proportion  ;  if  we 
are  to  contribute  equally  with  the  other  parts  of  the  em¬ 
pire,  let  us  equally  with  them  enjoy  free  commerce  witli 
the  whole  world,  IJut  while  the  redactions  on  our  trade 
{hut  to  us  the  refources  of  wealth,  is  it  jud  we  fhould 
bear  all  other  burthens  equally  with  thofe  to  whom  every 
rcfource  is  open  ? 

W e  conceive  that  the  Brit'iJJ)  parliament  has  no  right 
to  intermeddle  with  our  provifions  for  the  fupport  of  civil 
government,  or  adminidratian  of  judice.  \  he  provifions 
we  have  made  are  Inch  as  pleafe  ourfclves,  and  are  agreeable 
to  our  own  circumdances  :  they  anfwer  the  fubdantial  pur- 
pofes  of  government  and  of  judice,  and  other  purpofes 
than  the fe  fhould  not  he  anfwered.  "VV e  do  not  mean  that 
our  people  fhall  be  burthened  with  opprefljve  taxes,  tp 
provide  fine  cures  for  the  idle  or  the  wicked,  under  colour 

of  providing  for  a  civil  lid.  While  parliament  puiiue. 
“  their 
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thtir  plan  of  civil  government  within  their  own  junfu 
dicffion,  we  alfo  hope  to  purfue  ours  without  moleftationi 

We  are  of  opinion,  the  proportion  is  altogether  unfa- 
tisfacffory,  becaufe  it  imports  only  a  fufpenfon  of  the 
mode,  not  a  renunciation  of  the  pretended  right  to  tax 
us  ;  becaufe  too  it  does  net  propofe  to  repeal  the  feverai 
adts  of  parliament  palled  for  the  purpofes  of  retraining 
the  trade,  and  altering  the  form  of  government  of  one  of 
our  colonies  ;  extending  the  boundaries  and  changing  the 
government  of  Quebec  ;  enlarging  the  jurifdicffion  of  the 
courts  of  admiralty  and  vice  admiralty  ;  taking  trom  us 
the  rights  of  trial  by  a  jury  of  the  vicinage,  in  cafes 
affecting- both  life  and  property  ;  tranfporting  us  intoother 
Countries  to  be  tried  for  criminal  offences  ;  exempting  by 
mock-trial  the  murderers  of  coloniffs  from  puniihment  ; 
and  quartering  foldiers  cn  us  in  times  of  profound  peace* 
Nor  do  they  renounce  the  power  of  fufpending  our  own 
legiflatures,  and  legiflating  for  us  themfelves  in  ail  cafes 
wiiatfoever.  On  the  contrary,  to  fhew  they  mean  nodif- 
continuance  of  injury,  they  pafs  acts  at  the  very  time  of 
holding  out  this  propofition,  for  retraining  the  commerce 
and  filheries  of  the  provinces  of  New- England,  and  for 
interdicting  the  trade  of  other  colonies  with  all  foreign 
nations,  and  with  each  other.  This  proves  unequivo-* 
cally  they  mean  not  to  relinquifh  the  exercife  of  indif- 
criminate  legifiation  over  us. 

Upon  the  whole,  this  propofition  feems  to  have  beer! 
held  up  to  the  world,  to  deceive  it  into  a  belief  that  there 
was  nothing  in  difpute  between  us  but  the  mode  of  levying 
taxes  ,  and  that  the  parliament  having  now  been  fo  good 
as  to  give  up  this,  the  colonies  are  unreafonable  if  not 
perfectly  fatisfied  :  whereas  in  truth,  our  adverfaries  fill 
claim  a  right  of  demanding  ad  libitum ,  and  of  taxing  us 
themfelves  to  the  full  amount  of  their  demand,  if  we  do 
not  comply  with  it.  This  leaves  us  without  any  thing 
we  can  call  property.  But  what  is  of  more  importance* 
and  what  in  this  propofal  they  keep  out  of  fight,  as  if  no 
fuch  point  was  now  in  conteft  between  us,  they  claim  a 
right  to  alter  our  charters  and  eftablifhcd  laws,  and  leave 
without  any  fecurity  for  our  lives  or  liberties.  The  pro- 
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pofition  feems  alfo  to  have  been  calculated  more  particu¬ 
larly  to  lull  into  fatal  fecurity  our  well-affecled  fellow 
lubjeds  on  the  other  fide  the  water,  till  time  fhould  be 
given  for  the  operation  of  thofe  arms,  which  a  Briiijh 
minifter  pronounced  would  inftantaneoufly  reduce  the 
4C  cowardly”  foils  of  America  to  unreferved  fubmifTion.” 

.  What  mu^  always  appear  aftonifhing  is,  that  the  Bri- 
tifh  mmiftry  could  ever  have  fuppofed  that  the  propor¬ 
tion  could  be  fatisfadfory,  or  rather  that  they  could  har¬ 
bour  a  doubt,  that  it  would  be  rejedted  with  contempt  j 
yet  left  this  fhould  not  be  the  cafe,  no  opportunity  was 
ever  given  to  try  the  efficacy  of  it :  for  on  the  nineteenth 
April,  the  fatal  blow  was  ftruck  at  Lexington,  which 
fevered  the  empire.  The  reafons  are  apparent.  Their 
force  and  our  weaknefs  gave  them  unbounded  confidence. 
They  luppofed  themfelves  certain  of  vidtory.  They  fup- 
poled  us  equally  certain  of  defeat.  Palpable  therefore  as 
Was  the  artifice  of  the  conciliatory  motion,  it  was  not 
impoftible  Congrefs  at  their  meeting  in  May,  might  lay 
hold  of  it  as  a  ground  of  treaty.  If  they  fhould,  the  good 
fenfe  and  the  juftice  of  Our  fellow  lubjedts  might  have 
interpofed  to  prevent  our  deftrudtion.  No  time  therefore 
was  to  be  loft  in  putting  that  to  the  iffue  of  arms,  which 
would  not  bear  the  teft  of  argument.  It  was  hoped  that 
the  juftice  of  our  caufe  would  be  hidden  by  our  inability 
to  fupport  it  ;  and  their  ufurpations  difguifed  and  adorned 
by  the  lplendors  of  fuccefs.  Here  then  commences  a  new 
sera. 

The  unprovoked  hoftilities  at  Lexington  gave  fire  as 
might  have  been  expedfed  to  the  inflamable  difpofitions 
excited  throughout  America.  The  call  to  arms  was 
general,  and  the  popular  rage  amounted  almoft  to  frenzy. 
But  the  emotion  fo  fuddenly  and  forcibly  excited,  daily 
became  more  moderate.  The  joys  of  vidtory  by  degrees 
lilenced  the  mourning  dirge.  Wife  and  good  men  in- 
terefted  themfelves  to  afiuage  a  tempeft,  the  bounds  and 
tffedfs  of  whofe  violence  neither  wifdom  could  forefee 
nor  virtue  confine.  The  partizans  of  Great-Britain  (for 
ftrange  a^  it  may  feem,  fuch  there  were)  mingled  with  their 
fellow  citizens  and  induftrioufly  gave  a  favourable  turn  to 
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this  atrocious  a£L  It  was  not  perhaps  impossible  even 
then  to  have  flayed  the  deftroying  fword.  But  as  the 
neighbouring  people  had  colledted  themielves  to  prevent  a 
repetition  of  the  like  injuries,  upon  the  arrival  of  the 
generals  Howe  and  Burgoyne,  it  was  determined  not  to 
luffer  that  fpirit  to  evaporate  which  was  deemed  nedefiary 
for  the  purpofes  of  domination.  At  Bunker’s  Hill  a 
fecond  and  more  bloody  facrifice  was  made  to  the  god  of 
war.  Left  the  intended  acts  of  violence  fhould  be  attri¬ 
buted  to  accident,  or  to  any  other  ot  the  many  caufes 
which  might  be,  and  which  by  the  friends  of  our  enemies 
adlually  were  adigned,  and  in  order  to  intimidate  the  gieat 
council  of  America  into  a  mean  and  abjedf  fubminion,  a 
perfon  was  fent  from  the  miniftry  to  allure  them  cl  the 
truth  of  the  following  paper  : 

u  That  it  is  earneftly  hoped  by  all  the  real  friends  ot 
the  Americans,  that  the  terms  exprelled  in  the  refolution 
of  the  20th  of  February  laft,  will  be  accepted  by  all  the 
colonies,  who  have  the  lead  affedtion  for  their  king  and 
country,  or  a  juft  fenfe  of  their  own  intereft. 

“  That  thefe  terms  are  honourable  for  Great-Britain 

and  fafe  for  the  colonies. 

That  if  the  colonies  are  not  blinded  by  faction, 
thefe  terms  will  remove  every  grievance  relative  to  taxation, 
and  be  the  baits  ot  a  compadf  between  the  colonies  and  tuc 
mother  country. 

That  the  people  in'  America  ought,  on  every  conli-> 

deration,  to  be  fatisfied  with  them. 

“  Th  at  no  further  relaxation  can  be  admitted. 

cs  temper  and  fpirit  ot  the  nation  aie  lo  much 

againft  conceflions,  that  it  it  were  the  intention  ot  admi- 
niftration,  they  could  not  carry  the  queftion. 

But  adminiftration  have  no  fuch  intention,  as  they 
are  fully  and  firmly  perfuaded,  that  further  conceflions 
would  be  injurious  to  the  colonies  as  well  as  to  Great- 
Britain. 

ct  That  there  is  not  the  leaft  probability  of  a  change 
of  adminiftration. 

“  That  they  are  perfectly  united  in  opinion,  and  de¬ 
termined  to  purfue  the  moft  eftedlual  meafures,  and  to  mb 
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the  whole  force  of  the  kingdom,  if  it  be  found  neceffary, 
to  reduce  the  rebellious  and  refractory  provinces  and  co- 
Jomes, 

“  There  is  fo  great  a  fpirit  in  the  nation  again#  the 
Congrefs,  that  the  people  will  hear  the  temporary  diftrefies 
ot  a  ftoppage  of  the  American  trade. 

They  may  depend  on  this  to  be  true.” 


i  he  condudf  of  the  Congrefs  at  this  time  wore  very 
much  the  appearance  of  pufillanimity,  for  after  the  Lex- 
mgfon  battle,  while  it  was  expe&ed  that  the  troops  from 
England  would  arrive  at  New- York,  the  city  and  county 
Oi  'New- York,  applied  through  their  delegates  for  advice 
how  to  condud  themfelves upon  which  it  was 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended,  for  the  pre- 
icnt,  to  the  inhabitants  of  New-York,  that  if  the  troops 
which  are  expected  fhould  arrive,  the  faid  colony  ad  on 
the  eg  it  i  dive,  fo  long  as  may  be  confident  with  their  fafety 
and  lecurity  :  that  the  troops  be  permitted  to  remain  in  the 
barracks,  1  o  long  as  they  behave  peaceably  and  quietly  ; 
bat  til  at  they  be  not  fufFered  to  ered  fortifications,  or  take 
any  iceps  for  cutting  off  the  communication  between  the 
town  nd  country  ;  and  that  if  they  commit  hostilities, 
or  invade  private  property,  the  inhabitants  fhouid  defend 
themfelves  and  their  property,  and  repel  force  by  force  : 
tnat  the  warlike  flores  be  removed  from  the  town  :  that 
places  of  retreat,  in  cafe  of  necefiity,  be  provided  for  the 
women  and  children  of  New-York  ;  and  that  a  fufficient 
number  of  men  be  embodied,  and  kept  in  conflant  readinefs 
for  pioteding  the  inhabitants  from  infult  and  injury.” 


Burr  it  muff  he  remembered,  that  affairs  were  then  in  a 
veiy  ciitical  fituation.  Hud fon’s  river,  which  hath  been 
considered  as  the  key  of  America,  was  in  the  power  of' 
the  enemy,  if  they  chofe  to  take  it.  The  people  of  that 
colony  weie  much  divided  in  fentiment ;  the  miniffry  had 
many  paitizans  among  them,  excited  by  the  hope  of  ho- 
iiou rs  and  rewards  ;  many  from  a  fear  of  impending 
danger  ;  all  were  apprehenfive  of  the  confequences  of  a 
war  which  reafon  and  former  experience  ferved  to  fhew 
nmil  rage  in  tlic  bowels  of  that  country.  On  the  whole, 

therefore. 
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therefore,  it  was  probable  that  the  efforts  of  the  enemy 
would  be  turned  that  way,  and  that  violent  counfels  might 
produce  a  ferious  defection.  The  conduct  of  the  Con- 
grefs  may  then  be  confidered  as  wile  and  firm,  (or  im¬ 
mediately  after,  they 

44  Resolyed  unanimoufiy,  That  his  majefty’s  mofl 
faithful  lubjedts  in  thefe  colonies  are  reduced  to  a  danger¬ 
ous  and  critical  fituation,  by  the  attempts  of  the  Bnriih 
miniffry  to  carry  into  execution,  by  force  of  arms,  feveral 
unconftitutional  and  oppreflive  adds  of  the  Brjtifn  parlia¬ 
ment  for  laying  taxes  in  America  ;  to  enforce  the  col- 
leddion  of  thofe  taxes,  and  for  altering  and  changing  the 
confiitution  and  internal  police  of  fome  of  thefe  colonies, 
in  violation  of  the  natural  and  civil  rights  of  the  coloniffs. 

44  Hostilities  being  adhially  commenced  in  theMafta- 
chufetts-Bay,  by  the  Britifh  troops  under  the  command  of 
general  Gage,  and  the  lives  of  a  number  of  the  inhabitants 
of  that  colony  deftroyed,  the  town  of  Bofton  having  not 
only  been  long  occupied  as  a  garrifoned  town  in  an  ene¬ 
my’s  country,  but  the  inhabitants  thereof  treated  with  a 
feverity  and  cruelty  not  to  be  juftified  even  towards  declared 
enemies  ;  large  re-inforcements  too  being  ordered  and  loon 
expended,  for  the  declared  purpofe  of  compelling  thefe  co¬ 
lonies  to  fubmit  to  the  operation  of  the  faid  acts  ;  that 
therefore,  for  the  exprefs  purpofe  of  fecuring  and  defending 
thefe  colonies,  and  preferving  them  in  fafety  againft  all  at¬ 
tempts  to  carry  the  faid  adts  into  execution  by  force  of 
arms,  thefe  colonies  be  immediately  put  fiito  a  ftate  of 
defence. 

44  But,  as  we  moll  ardently  with  fora  reftoration  of  the 
harmony  formerly  fubfiibing  between  our  mother  country 
and  thefe  colonies,  the  interruption  of  which  mull,  at  all 
events,  be  exceedingly  injurious  to  both  countries,  that 
with  a  fincere  defign  of  contributing  by  ail  the  means  in 
our  power,  not  incompatible  with  a  juft  regard  for  the  un¬ 
doubted  rights  and  true  interefts  of  thefe  colonies,  to  the 
promotion  of  this  mold  defireable  reconciliation,  an  humble 
and  dutiful  petition  be  prefented  to  his  majefty. 

44  Resolved,  That  meafures  be  entered  into  for  opening 
a  negociation,  ii>  order  to  accommodate  the  unhappy  di(- 
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pute?;  fubfifling  between  Great-Britain  and  thefe  colonies, 
and  that  this  be  made  a  part  of  the  petition  to  the  king. 

u  Resolved  unanimoufly,  That  the  militia  of  New- 
York:  be  armed  and  trained,  and  in  conftant  readinefs  to 
a <51  at  a  moment’s  warning  •  and  that  a  number  of  men  be 
immediately  embodied  and  kept  in  that  city,  and  fo  difpofed 
of  as  to  give  prote&ion  to  the  inhabitants,  in  cafe  any  in¬ 
ful  t  (hould  be  offered  by  the  troops  that  may  land  there, 
and  to  prevent  any  attempts  that  may  be  made  to  gain 
poffeilion  of  the  city,  and  interrupt  its  intercourfe  with 
the  country. 

“  Resolved  unanimoufly,  That  it  be  recommended  to 
the  provincial  convention  at  New- York,  to  perfevere  the 
more  vigoroufly  in  preparing  for  their  defence,  as  it  is  very 
uncertain  whether  the  earnefl  endeavours  of  the  Con  ere  fs, 
to  accommodate  the  unhappy  differences  between  Great- 
Britain  and  the  colonies,  by  conciiiatorv  meafures,  will  be 
fuccefsful.” 

No  country  perhaps  in  the  world  was  ever  in  a  more 
delicate  fituation  than  America  at  this  period.  Informed 
and  difeerning  minds  faw  the  moff  miferable  fervitude  on 
the  one  hand  ;  and  on  the  other,  that  they  muff  be  ftrip- 
ped  of  property,  and  fuller  an  ignominious  death,  without 
fuch  a  coincidence  of  eircumffances  as  nothing  but  Pro- 
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vidence  could  accomplifh.  They  faw  one  of  the  moff: 
powerful  nations  upon  earth,  whole  fleets  covered  the 
ocean — whole  flag  had  waved  in  triumph  thro’  the  four 
quarters  of  the  globe,  ready  to  dart  all  her  thunders  againfl: 
them  ;  at  the  fame  time,  America  was  without  fhips, 
without  arms,  without  clothes,  without  money,  without 
officers,  without  difeipline,  without  a  Angle  fortification, 
a  very  confiderable  faction  ready  to  join  her  enemies, 
expofed  thro’  an  immenfe  frontier  to  the  irruptions  of 
Ravage  tribes,  whofe  luff  of  blood  was  daily  ftimulated  by 
all  the  arts  which  an  unfeeling  inhuman  policy  could 
didiate ;  while  a  herd  of  flaves  were  urged  by  theinfidious 
offer  of  freedom,  to  plunge  an  aflaflin’s  dagger  in  the  bo- 
fom  of  domeffic  fecurity.  In  this  criffs,  however,  it 
was  determined  to  rifle  every  thing,  rather  than  tamely 
fubmit  to  the  yoke  ;  but,  at  the  fame  time,  it  was  ne- 
ctffary  to  avoid  as  much  as  poflible  giving  an  alarm  to  the 

people. 
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people,  by  the  mortifying  difplay  of  their  comparative 
weaknefs.  On  the  6th  of  July,  1775,  the  Congreis  pu- 
bliihed  the  following  declaration  : 

<c  If  it  was  poflible  for  men,  who  exercife  their  reafon, 
to  believe,  that  the  Divine  Author  of  our  exigence  in¬ 
tended  a  part  of  the  human  race  to  hold  an  abfolute  pro¬ 
perty  in,  and  an  unbounded  power  over  others,  marked 
out  by  his  infinite  goodnefs  and  wifdom,  as  the  objects  of 
a  legal  domination  never  rightfully  refiftible,  however 
fevere  and  oppreffive,  the  inhabitants  of  thefe  colonies 
might  at  leaf!  require  from  the  parliament  of  Great-Britain 
fome  evidence,  that  this  dreadful  authority  over  them  has 
been  granted  to  that  body.  But  a  reverence  for  our  great 
Creator,  principles  of  humanity,  and  the  didtates  of  com¬ 
mon  fenfe,  muil  convince  all  thofe  who  refledt  upon  the 
fiibjedt,  that  government  was  inflit u ted  to  promote  the 
welfare  of  mankind,  and  ought  to  be  adminiftered  for  the 
attainment  of  that  end.  The  legislature  of  Great-Britain, 
however,  ilimulated  by  an  inordinate  pailion  for  a  power 
not  only  unjuftifiable,  but  which  they  know  to  be  pecu¬ 
liarly  reprobated  by  the  very  conflitution  of  that  kingdom, 
and  defperate  of  fuccefs  in  any  mode  of  contefr,  where 
regard  fhould  be  had  to  truth,  law,  or  right,  have  at 
length,  deferting  thofe,  attempted  to  effect  their  cruel  and 
impolitic  purpofe  of  enflaving  thele  colonies  by  violence, 
and  have  thereby  rendered  it  neceffary  for  us  to  clofe  with 
their  lafl  appeal  from  reafon  to  arms.  Yet,  however 
blinded  that  affembly  may  be,  by  their  intemperate  rage 
for  unlimited  domination,  fo  to  flight  jufticeand  the  opi¬ 
nion  of  mankind,  we  eileem  ourlelves  bound  by  obliga¬ 
tions  of  refpedt  to  the  reft  of  the  world,  to  make  known 
the  juftice  of  our  caufe. 

“  Our  forefathers,  inhabitants  of  the  ifland  of  Great- 
Britain,  left  their  native  land  to  feek  on  thefe  fhorcs  a 
refldence  for  civil  and  religious  freedom.  At  the  expcnce 
of  their  blood,  at  the  hazard  of  their  fortunes,  without 
the  leaf!  charge  to  the  country  from  which  they  removed, 
by  unceafihg  labour  and  an  unconquerable  lpirit,  they 
effected  fettlements  in  the  diilant  and  inhofpitable  wilds  of 
America,  then  filled  with  numerous  and  warlike  nations 
of  barbarians.  Societies  or  governments,  veiled  with  per- 
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ie&  Icgiflatures,  were  formed  under  charters  from  the 
crown,  and  an  harmonious  intercourfe  was  eftablifhed  be¬ 
tween  the  colonies  and  the  kingdom  from  which  they 
derived  their  origin.  The  mutual  benefits  of  this  union 
became  in  a  fhort  time  fo  extraordinary,  as  to  excite 
aftonifhment.  It  is  univerfally  confeffed,  that  the  amazina 
increafe  of  the  wealth,  ftrength,  and  navigation  of  the 
realm,  arofe  from  this  fource ;  and  the  miniffer,  who  fo 
wifely  and  fuccefsfully  directed  the  meafures  of  Great- 
Britain  in  the  late  war,  publicly  declared,  that  thefe  co¬ 
lonies  enabled  her  to  triumph  over  her  enemies.  Towards 
the  conclufion  of  that  war,  it  pleafed  our  fovereion  to 
make  a  change  in  his  counfels.  From  that  fatal*  mo¬ 
ment,  the  affairs  of  the  Britifh  empire  began  to  fall  into 
confufion,  and  gradually  Hiding  from  the  fummit  of  glo¬ 
rious  prolperity,  to  which  they  had  been  advanced"  by 
the  virtues  and  abilities  of  one  man,  are  at  length  dif- 
traded  by  the  convullions,  that  now  fhake  it  to  its  deepeft 
foundations.  The  newminiffry  finding  the  brave  foes  of 
Britain,  though  frequently  defeated,  yet  flill  contending, 
took  up  the  unfortunate  idea  of  granting  them  a  hafty 
peace,  and  of  then  fubduing  her  faithful  friends. 

u  These  devoted  colonies  were  judged  to  be  in  fuch  a 
ffate,  as  to  prefent  victories  without  bloodfhed,  and  all  the 
eafy  emoluments  of  ffatutenble  plunder.  The  uninter¬ 
rupted  tenor  of  their  peaceable  and  refpedful  behaviour 
from  the  beginning  of  colonization,  their  dutiful,  zea¬ 
lous,  and  ufeful  fervices  during  the  war,  though  fo  re¬ 
cently  and  amply  acknowleged  in  the  moft  honourable, 
manner  by  his  raajelfy,  by  the  late  king,  and  by  parlia¬ 
ment,  could  not  fave  them  from  the  meditated  innovations. 
Parliament  was  influenced,  to  adopt  the  pernicious  projed^ 
and  album  ing  a  new  power  over  them,  have  in  the  courfe 
of  eleven  years  given  fuch  decifive  fpecimens  of  the  fpirit 
and  confequences  attending  this  power,  as  to  leave  na 
doubt  concerning  the  effeds  of  acquiefcence  under  it. 
They  have  undertaken  to  give  and  grant  our  money  with¬ 
out  our  confent,  though  we  have  ever  exercifed  an  ex- 
clufive  right  to  difpofe  of  our  own  property  ;  ftatutes  have 
been  palled  for  extending  the  jurifdidion  of  courts  of 
admiralty  and  vice-admiralty  beyond  their  ancient  limits  x 

for 
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for  depriving  us  of  the  accuftomed  and  ineftimable  pri¬ 
vilege  ot  trial  by  jury  in  cafes  affecting  both  life  and 
property  ;  tor  fufpending  the  legifiature  of  one  of  the  co¬ 
lonies  ;  tor  interdidting  all  commerce  to  the  capital  of 
another  ;  and  for  altering  fundamentally  the  form  of  go¬ 
vernment  eftablifhed  by  charter,  and  fecured  by  ads  of  its 
own  legifiature  folemnly  confirmed  by  the  crown  ;  for  ex¬ 
empting  the  “  murderers’''  of  colonifts  from  legal  trial,  and 
in  effed,  from  punifhment ;  for  ereding  in  a  neighbouring 
province,  acquired  by  the  joint  arms  of  Great-Britain  and 
America,  a  defpotifm  dangerous  to  our  very  exigence  ; 
and  for  quartering  foldiers  upon  the  colonifts  in  time  of 
profound  peace.  It  has  alfo  been  refolved  in  parliament, 
that  colonifts  charged  with  committing  certain  offences* 
fhall  be  tranfported  to  England  to  be  tried. 

But  whyfhould  we  enumerate  our  injuries  in  detail? 
By  one  ftatute  it  is  declared,  that  parliament  can  cc  of 
right  make  laws  to  bind  us  in  all  cafes  whatfoever”  What 
is  to  defend  us  againft  lb  enormous,  fo  unlimited  a  power  ? 
Not  a  fingle  man  of  thofe  who  aflume  it,  is  cholen  by  us* 
or  is  fubjed  to  our  controul  or  influence  ;  but  on  the 
contrary,  they  are  all  of  them  exempt  from  the  operation 
of  fuch  laws,  and  an  American  revenue,  if  not  diverted 
from  the  oftenfible  purpofes  for  which  it  is  raffed,  would 
adually  lighten  their  own  burdens  in  proportion,  as  they 
increafe  ours.  We  faw  the  mifery  to  which  fuch  def- 
potifm  would  reduce  us.  We  for  ten  years  inceffmtly 
and  ineffedually  befieged  the  throne  as  fupplicants  *  we 
reafoned,  we  remonftrated  with  parliament  in  the  moll 
mild  and  decent  language. 

“  Administration,  fenfible  that  we  fhould  regard 
thefe  oppreftive  meafures  as  freemen  ought  to  do,  fent  over 
fleets  and  armies  to  enforce  them.  The  indignation  of 
the  Americans  was  roufed,  it  is  true  ;  but  it  was  the  in¬ 
dignation  of  a  virtuous,  loyal,  and  affedionate  people.  A 
Congrefs  of  delegates  from  the  United  Colonics  was  af- 
fembled  at  Philadelphia,  on  the  fifth  day  of  laft  September. 
We  refolved  again  to  offer  an  humble  and  dutiful  petition 
to  the  king,  and  alfo  addreffed  our  fellow  fubjeds  of 
Great-Britain.  We  have  purfued  every  temperate,  every 
refpedful  meafure ;  we  have  even  proceeded  to  break  off 
our  commercial  intercourfe  with  our  fellow  fubjeds,  as 

the 
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the  I  a  ft  peaceable  admonition,  that  our  attachment  to  no 
nation  upon  earth  fhould  fupplant  our  attachment  to  li¬ 
berty.  This,  we  flattered  ourlelves,  was  the  ultimate  flep 
of  the  controverfy  :  but  fublequent  events  have  (hewn, 
how  vain  was  this  hope  of  finding  moderation  in  our 
enemies. 

“■Several  threatening expreffions  again/!  the  colonies 
were  inferted  in  his  majeify’s  fpeech  ;  our  petition,  tho’ 
we  were  told  it  was  a  decent  one,  and  that  his  majefly  had 
been  pleafed  to  receive  it  gracioufly,  and  to  promile  laying 
it  before  his  parliament,  was  huddled  into  both  houfes 
among  a  bundle  of  American  papers,  and  there  neglected. 
The  lords  and  commons  in  their  addrefs,  in  the  month  of 
February,  faid,  that  “  a  rebellion  at  that  time  actually  ex- 
ifled  within  the  province  of  Mafiachufetts-Bay  ;  and  that 
thofe  concerned  in  it,  had  been  countenanced  and  encou¬ 
raged  by  unlawful  combinations  and  engagements,  entered 
into  by  his  majefly’s  fubjedts  in  feveral  of  the  other  co¬ 
lonies  ;  and  therefore  they  befought  his  majefty,  that  he 
would  take  the  moil:  effectual  meafures  to  inforce  due  obe¬ 
dience  to  the  laws  and  authority  of  the  fupreme  legiflatureT 
Soon  after  the  commercial  intercourfe  of  whole  colonies, 
with  foreign  countries,  and  with  each  other,  was  cut  off 
by  an  a£!  of  parliament  ;  by  another,  feveral  of  them 
were  entirely  prohibited  from  the  hfheries  in  the  leas  near 
their  coalfs,  on  which  they  always  depended  for  their  fufle- 
nance  ;  and  large  reinforcements  of  fhips  and  troops  were 
immediately  fent  over  to  general  Gage. 

“  Fruitless  were  all  the  entreaties,  arguments,  and 
eloquence  of  an  illuftrious  band  of  the  mol!  diftinguifhed 
peers  and  commoners,  who  nobly  and  ftrenuouily  afferted 
the  juftice  of  our  caufe,  to  flay,  or  even  to  mitigate  the 
heedlcfs  fury  with  which  thefe  accumulated  and  unexam¬ 
pled  outrages  were  hurried  on.  Equally  fruitlefs  was  the 
interference  of  the  city  of  London,  of  Briflol,  and  many 
other  refpedlable  towns,  in  our  favour.  Parliament  adopted 
an  infidious  manoeuvre  calculated  todivide  us,  to  elfabliih 
a  perpetual  auclion  of  taxations  where  colony  fhould  bid 
a gai nil  colony,  all  of  them  uninformed  what  ranfom  fhould 
redeem  their  lives  ;  and  thus  to  extort  from  us,  at  the 
point  of  the  bayonet,  the  unknown  fums  that  fhould  be 
fulScient  to  gratify,  if  poflible  to  gratify,  minifferial  ra¬ 
pacity, 
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pacity,  with  the  miferable  indulgence  left  to  us  of  raifm 
in  our  own  mode,  the  preferibed  tribute.  W  hat  terms 
more  rigid  and  humiliating  could  have  been  dictated  by 
remorfelefs  victors  to  conquered  enemies  ?  In  our  circum- 
ftances  to  accept  them,  would  be  to  defer ve  them. 

Soon  after  the  intelligence  of  thefe  proceedings  ar¬ 
rived  on  this  continent,  general  Gage,  who  in  the  courfe 
of  the  laftyear  had  taken  poffeffion  of  the  town  of  Bolton, 
in  the  province  of  MaiTachufett’s-Bay,  and  ftill  occupied 
it  as  a  garrilbn,  on  the  19th  day  of  April,  fent  out  from 
that  place  a  large  detachment  of  his  army,  who  made  an 
unprovoked  affauit  on  the  inhabitants  of  the  faid  province, 
at  the  town  of  Lexington,  as  appears  by  the  affidavits  of 
a  great  number  of  perfons,  fome  of  whom  were  officers 
and  foldiers  of  that  detachment,  murdered  eight  of  the 
inhabitants,  and  wounded  many  others,  From  thence  the 
troops  proceeded  in  warlike  array  to  the  town  of  Concord 
where  they  fet  upon  another  party  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  fame  province,  killing  feveral  and  wounding  more, 
until  compelled  to  retreat  by  the  country  people  fuddenly 
affembled  to  repel  this  cruel  aggreffion.  Hoflilities,  thus 
commenced  by  the  Britifh  troops,  have  been  fince  profe- 
cuted  by  them  without  regard  to  faith  or  reputation.  The 
inhabitants  of  Bolton  being  confined  within  that  town  bv 
the  general  their  governor,  and  having,  in  order  to  pro¬ 
cure  their  difmiffion,  entered  into  a  treaty  with  him,  it 
was  flipulated,  that  the  faid  inhabitants  having  depofited 
their  arms  with  their  own  magiltrates,  fhould  have  liberty 
to  depart,  taking  with  them  their  other  effedts,  They 
accordingly  delivered  up  their  arms,  but  in  open  violation 
of  honour,  in  defiance  of  the  obligation  of  treaties,  which 
even  favage  nations  efteemed  facred,  the  governor  ordered 
the  arms  depofited  as  aforefaid,  that  they  might  be  pre¬ 
ferred  for  their  owners,  to  he  feized  by  a  body  of  foldiers; 
detained  the  greatefl  part  of  the  inhabitants  in  the  town, 
and  compelled  the  few  who  were  permitted  to  retire,  to 
leave  their  moll  valuable  effects  behind. 

By  this  perfidy  wives  are  feparated  from  their  huf- 
bands,  children  from  their  parents,  the  aged  and  the  fick 
from  their  relations  and  friends,  who  wifh  to  attend  and 
comfort  them  ;  and  thofe  who  have  been  ufed  to  live  in, 

plenty  and  even  elegance,  are  reduced  to  deplorable  diitrefs 
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The  general,  further  emulating  his  minifterial  maf- 
ters,  by  a  proclamation  bearing  date  on  the  12th  day  of 
June,  after  venting  the  grofleft  falfehoods  and  calumnies 
again  ft  the  good  people  of  thcfe  colonies,  proceeds  to 
u  declare  them  all,  either  by  name  or  defcription,  to  be 
rebels  and  traitors,  to  fuperfede  the  courfe  of  the  com- 
mon  law,  and  inftead  thereof  to  publifh  and  order  the 
ufe  find  exercife  of  the  law  martial. ”  His  troops  have 
butchered  our  countrymen,  have  wantonly  burnt  Charles¬ 
town,  befides  a  coniiderable  number  of  houfes  in  other 
places  ;  our  fhips  and  veftels  are  feized  ;  the  neceflary 
Supplies  of  provifions  are  intercepted,  and  he  is  exerting 
his  utmoft  power  to  fpread  deftriuStion  and  devaftation 
around  him. 

We  have  received  certain  intelligence,  that  general 
Carleton,  the  governor  of  Canada,  is  inftigating  the  people 
of  that  province,  and  the  Indians,  to  fall  upon*  us  ;  and 
we  have  but  too  much  reafon  to  apprehend,  that  fchemes 
have  been  formed  to  excite  domeftic  enemies  again  ft  us. 
In  brief,  a  part  of  thefe  colonies  now  feel,  and  ail  of  them 
are  lure  of  feeling,  as  far  as  the  vengeance  of  adminiftration 
can  inflidl  them,  the  complicated  calamities  of  fire,  fword, 
and  famine.  We  are  reduced  to  the  alternative  of  chufing 
an  unconditional  fuhmiflion  to  the  tyranny  of  irritated 
minifters,  or  refiftance  by  force.  The  latter  is  our  choice. 
We  have  counted  the  coftof  this  conteft,  and  find  nothing 
fo  dreadful  as  voluntary  flavery.  Honour,  juftice,  and  hu¬ 
manity,  forbid  us  tamely  to  Surrender  that  freedom  which 
v/e  received  from  our  gallant  anceftors,  and  which  our 
innocent  pofterity  have  a  right  to  receive  from  us.  We 
cannot  endure  the  infamy  and  guilt  of  refigning  fucceeding 
generations  to  that  wrctchedncfs  which  inevitably  awaits 
them,  if  we  bafely  entail  hereditary  bondage  upon  them. 

cc  Our  caufe  is  juft.  Our  union  is  perfedl.  Our 
internal  refources  are  great,  and,  if  -  neceflary,  foreign 
afliftance  is  undoubtedly  attainable.  We  gratefully  ac-  . 
knowledge,  as  fignal  inftances  of  the  Divine  favour  to¬ 
wards  us,  that  his  Providence  would  not  permit  us  to  he 
called  into  this  fevere  controverfy,  until  we  were  grown 
up  to  our  p  re  font  ftrength,  had  been  previoufly  exercifed 
in  warlike  operation,  and  poflefled  of  the  means  of  de¬ 
fending  ourfelves.  With  hearts  fortified  with  thefe  ani¬ 
mating: 
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mating  reflexions,  we  moff  lolemnly,  before  God  and  the 
world,  DECLARE,  that,  exerting  the  utmoft  energy  of 
thofe  powers,  which  our  beneficent  Creacor  liatn  giaci- 
ouflv  beffowed  upon  us,  the  arms  we  have  been  compelled 
by  our  enemies  to  aflfume,  we  will,  in  defiance  c«  m  my 
hazard,  with  unabating  firmnefs  and  perfeverance,  employ 
for  the  prefervation  of  our  liberties  ;  being  with  one  mind 
refolved  to  die  freemen  rather  than  to  live  flavcs »  . 

«  Lest  this  declaration  fhould  difquiet  the  minds  or 
our  friends  and  fellow  lubjeXs  in  any  part  of  the  empiie, 
we  allure  them  that  we  mean  not  to  diflolve  that  union 
which  has  fo  long  and  fo  happily  iubfifted  between  us,  and 
which  we  finccrely  wifh  to  lee  reftored.  Necciiity  has  not 
yet  driven  us  into  that  defperate  meafure,  or  induced  us  to 
excite  any  other  nation  to  wai  agamft  them.  V7e  have 
not  railed  armies  with  ambitious  defigns  cf  feparating  from. 
Great-Britain,  and  eftablifhing  independent  ftates.  We 
flo-ht  not  for  glory  or  for  conqueft.  We  exhibit  to  man¬ 
kind  the  remarkable  fpeCtacle  of  a  people  attacked  by 
unprovoked  enemies,  without  any  imputation  or  even 
fufpicion  of  offence.  They  boaft  of  their  privileges  and 
civilization,  and  yet  profer  no  milder  conditions  than 

fervitude  or  death.  .  . 

cc  In  our  own  native  land,  in  derence  of  the  freedom  that 
is  our  birth-right,  and  which  we  ever  enjoyed  till  the  late 
violation  of  it — for  the  protection  of  our  property,  ac¬ 
quired  folely  by  the  honeit  induftry  of  our  fore-fathers  and 
ourfelves,  againft  violence  aCtually  offered,  we  have  taken 
up  arms.  We  fhall  lay  them  down  when  hoihlities  lhall 
ccafe  on  the  part  of  the  aggreffors,  and  all  danger  of  their 
bein  >*  renewed  (hall  be  removed,  and  not  before. 

ct  With  an  humble  confidence  in  the  mercies  of  tne 
fupreme  and  impartial  judge  and  ruler  of  the  univerfe,  we 
moff  devoutly  implore  his  divine  goodnels  to  protect  us 
happily  through  this  great  conflict,  to  difpofe  our  adver- 
faries  to  reconciliation  on  rcafonable  terms,  and  thereby  to 
relieve  the  empire  from  the  calamities  ot  civil  war. 

Where  the  affections  of  mankind  are  deeply  intcreffed, 
they  are  not  eafily  prevailed  on  to  relinquilh  the  objeCt. 
Reafon  in  vain  oppofes  her  feeble  barrier  to  the  torrent  of 

pafiion.  Nature  will  be  heard  :  flue  fpcaks  to  the  heart  in 
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tjie  tendered,  mod  perfuafive  language,  and  fhe  cannot 

I.’ealc  111  vam-  1  ho’  ^  was  evident  as  the  fun,  that  the 
king  and  parliament  of  Great-Britain  had  determined 
never  to  flicathe  the  (word,  but  upon  the  unconditional 
(ubmiffion  of  America  to  the  mod  humiliating  bondage  • 
yet,  in  a  ueliiium  of  their  former  attachment,  the  Con- 
gitis  picpaied  another  petition  to  the  king,  and  another 
addrefs  to  the  people  of  England.  Strange  as  it  may  feem, 
it  is  neverthelefs  true,  that  notwithftandinp-  all  our  in- 
terefts  were  clearly  oppofed  to  the  meafure,  Hill  a  con¬ 
nection  with  the  people,  and  fubjedion  to  the  fovereicn 
of  Great-bntam,  were  conftdered  as  the  molt  defirablcof 

liman  events  :  for  it  may  truly  be  affirmed,  that  next  to 
the  love  of  liberty,  loyalty  to  his  prince,  and  love  of  his 
te.iow  fubjects,  were  the  ruling  paffions  of  an  American’s 
bofom.  I  he  prophetic  language  contained  in  this  peti- 
t.on  and  uddiefs  is  remarkable  ;  and  altho’  it  was  treated 
by  our  enemies  with  the  fame  contempt  as  our  fckmn  pro- 
feffions  not  to  fubmit  to  their  tyranny,  yet  now  that,  the 
heat^  of  the  chafe  being  abated,  a  cool  moment  of  re¬ 
flection  pieties  itfeif  upon  them,  it  is  probable  they  vviliy 
when  too  late,  give  to  both  their  fhare  of  credit. 

.  °N  the  8th  of  July,  1775,  the  petition  was  agreed 
in  the  following;  words  : 

O 


on 


c c  Moft  gracious  Sovereign , 

“  We  your  majefty’s  fubje&s  of  the  colonies  of  New- 
Hampfhire,  Maffachufetts-Bay,  Rhode-Ifland,  and  Provi¬ 
dence  Plantations,  Connecticut,  New-York,  New-Ierfey 
Pennfyl  vania,  the  counties  of  Newcaftle,  Kent  and  Suflex 
on  Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North -Carolina,  and 
Soum-Caiolma,  in  behalf  of  ourfelvcs  and  the  inhabitants 
of  thefc  colonies,  who  have  deputed  us  to  reprefent  them 
m  General  Vongiels,  entreat  your  majelfy’s  gracious  at" 
tention  to  this  our  humble  petition. 

“  The;  union  between  our  mother  country  and  thefe 
colonies,  and  tne  energy  of  mild  and  julf  governments 
pi oci need  benefits  fo  remarkably  important,  and  afforded 
inch  an  ahurance  of  their  permanency  and  increafe,  that 
the  wonder  and  envy  of  other  nations  were  excited,  while 

they 
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they  beheld  Great-Britain  rifirig  to  a  power  the  mofl  ex¬ 
traordinary  the  world  had  ever  known. 

tc  Her  rivals,  obferving  that  there  was  no  probability 
of  this  happy  connexion  being  broken  by  civil  dillenfions, 
and  apprehending  its  future  effects,  if  left  any  longer  un- 
difturbed,  relblved  to  prevent  her  receiving  fuch  continual 
and  formidable  acceftions  of  wealth  and  ftrength,  by 
checking  the  growth  of  thofe  fcttlements  from  which  they 
were  to  be  derived. 

In  the  profecution  of  this  attempt,  events  fo  unfa¬ 
vourable  to  the  deilgn  took  place,  that  every  friend  to  the 
intereft  of  Great-Britain  and  thefe  colonies,  entertained 
pleafing  and  reafonable  expectations  of  feeing  an  additional 
force  and  exertion  immediately  given  to  the  operations  of 
the  union  hitherto  experienced,  by  an  enlargement  of  the 
dominions  of  the  crown,  and  the  removal  of  ancient  and 
warlike  enemies  to  a  greater  diftance. 

u  At  the  concluhon  therefore  of  the  late  war,  the  mofl: 
glorious  and  advantageous  that  ever  had  been  carried  on  by 
Britifh  arms,  your  loyal  colonifts  having  contributed  to 
its  fuccefs,  by  fuch  repeated  and  flrenuous  exertions,  as 
frequently  procured  them  the  diftinguifhed  approbation  of 
your  majefty,  of  the  late  king,  and  of  parliament,  doubted 
not  but  that  they  fhould  be  permitted,  with  the  reft  of  the 
empire,  to  ftiare  in  the  bleftings  of  peace,  and  the  emolu¬ 
ments  of  victory  and  conqueft. 

ct  While  thefe  recent  and  honourable  acknowledge¬ 
ments  of  their  merits  remained  on  record  in  the  journals 
and  acts  of  that  auguft  legiflature,  the  parliament,  un¬ 
defaced  by  the  imputation  or  even  the  fufpicion  of  any 
offence,  they  were  alarmed  by  a  new  fyftem  of  ftatutes 
and  regulations  adopted  for  the  adminiftration  of  the  co¬ 
lonies,  that  filled  their  minds  with  the  moft  painful  fears 
and  jealoufies  ;  and,  to  their  inexpreftible  aftoniftiment, 
perceived  the  danger  of  a  foreign  quarrel  quickly  fucceeded 
by  domeftic  danger,  in  their  judgment  of  a  more  dreadful 
kind. 

<c  Nor  were  thefe  anxieties  alleviated  by  any  tendency 
in  this  fyftem  to  promote  the  welfare  of  their  mother 
country.  For  though  its  effects  were  more  immediately 
felt  by  them,  yet  its  influence  appeared  to  he  injurious  to 
the  commerce  and  profperity  of  Great-Britain. 

“  We 
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Cv  W  k  mall  decline  the  ungrateful  talk  of  defcriblnr 
the  irkfome  variety  of  artifices,  pra&ifed  by  many  of  your 
majefly’s  minifters,  the  deluhve  pretences,  fruitlefs  ter¬ 
rors,  and  unavailing  feverities,  that  have  from  time  to 
time  been  dealt  out  by  them,  in  their  attempts  to  execute 
this  impolitic  plan,  or  of  tracing  thro’  a  feries  of  years 
pait,  the  progrels  of  the  unhappy  differences  between 
Crreat-Britain  and  thefe  colonies,  that  have  flawed  from 
this  fatal  fource. 

“  Your  majefly’s  miniflers,  perfevering  in  their  mea- 
lures,  and  proceeding  to  open  hoff ili ties  for  enforcing 
them,  have  compelled  us  to  arm  in  our  own  defence,  and 
have  engaged  us  in  a  controverfy  fo  peculiarly  abhorrent 
to  the  affections  of  your  ftill  faithful  eolonifls,  that  when 
we  conkder  whom  we  mult  oppofe  in  this  conteft,  and  if 
it  continues,  what  may  be  the  confequenees,  cur  own 
particular  misfortunes  are  accounted  by  us  only  as  parts 
of  our  diftrefs. 

“  Knowing  to  what  violent  refen tments,  and  in¬ 
curable  animofities,  civil  difeords  are  apt  to  exafperate 
and  inflame  the  contending  parties,  wc  think  ourfelves 
required  by  indilpenfable  obligations  to  Almighty  God, 
to  your  majefty,  to  our  fellow  fubjects,  and  to  ourfelves, 
immediately  to  ufe  all  the  means  in  our  power,  not  in¬ 
compatible  with  our  fafety,  for  flopping  the  further  effu- 
fion  of  blood,  and  for  averting  the  impending  calamities 
that  threaten  the  Britifh  empire. 

“  Th  us  called  upon  to  addrefs  your  majefly  on  affairs 
of  fuch  moment  to  America,  and  probably  to  all  your 
dominions,  we  are  earneflly  defirous  of  performing  this 
office,  with  the  utmofl  deference  for  your  majefly  ;  and  we 
therefore  pray,  that  your  majefly’s  royal  magnanimity  and 
benevolence  may  make  the  mold  favourable  conflruddions 
of  cur  expreflions  on  fo  uncommon  an  occafion.  Could 
we  rep  relent  in  their  full  force,  the  fentiments  that  agitate 
the  minds  of  us  your  dutiful  fubje&s,  we  are  perfuaded 
your  majefly  would  aferibe  any  feeming  deviation  from 
reverence  in  our  language,  and  even  in  our  conduCl,  not 
to  any  reprehenfible  intention,  but  to  the  impoffibility  of 
reconciling  the  ufual  appearances  of  refpeCl  with  a  juft 
attention  to  our  own  prelervation  againfl  thofe  artful  and 

cruel 
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cruel  enemies,  who  abufe  your  royal  confidence  and  au¬ 
thority,  for  the  purpofe  of  eftedting  our  deft  ruction. 

cc  Attached  to  your  majefty’s  perfon,  family,  and  go- 
vernment,  with  all  devotion  that  principle  and  aftedtion 
can  infpire,  connedfed  with  Great-Britain  by  the  ftrongeft 
ties  that  can  unite  focieties,  and  deploring  every  event 
that  tends  in  any  degree  to  weaken  them,  we  folepnnly 
allure  your  majefty,  that  we  not  only  mo  ft  ardently  defire 
the  former  harmony  between  her  and  thefe  colonies  may  be 
reftored,  but  that  a  concord  may  be  eftablifhed  between 
them,  upon  fo  firm  a  bafis  as  to  perpetuate  its  bleflings 
uninterrupted  by  any  future  difienfions  to  fucceeding  ge¬ 
nerations  in  both  countries,  and  to  tranfmit  your  majefty’s 
name  to  pofterity,  adorned  with  that  fignal  and  lafting 
glory,  that  has  attended  the  memory  of  thofe  iiluftrious 
perfonages,  whofe  virtues  and  abilities  have  extricated 
ifates  from  dangerous  convulfions,  and,  by  fecuring  hap- 
pinefs  to  others,  have  erected  the  mod  noble  and  durable 
monuments  to  their  own  fame. 

4C  We  beg  leave  farther  to  allure  your  majefty,  that 
notwithftanding  the  fufterings  of  your  loyal  col  omits, 
during  the  courfe  of  this  prelent  controverfy,  our  breads 
retain  too  tender  a  regard  for  the  kingdom  from  which  we 
derive  our  origin,  to  requeft  fuch  a  reconciliation  as  might 
in  any  manner  be  inconfiftent  with  her  dignity  or  her 
welfare.  Thefe,  related  as  we  are  to  her,  honour  and 
duty  as  well  as  inclination,  induce  us  to  fupport  and 
advance  ;  and  the  apprehenfions  that  now  opprefs  our 
hearts  with  unfpeak able  grief,  being  once  removed,  your 
majefty  will  find  your  faithful  fubjedts  on  this  continent 
ready  and  willing  at  all  times,  as  they  have  ever  been, 
with  their  lives  and  fortunes,  to  aliert  and  maintain  the 
rights  and  interefts  of  your  majefty,  and  of  our  mother 
country. 

We  therefore  befeech  your  majefty,  that  your  royal 
authority  and  influence  may  be  gracioufly  interpofed  to 
procure  us  relief  from  our  aftiidting  fears  and  jcaiouftes, 
occafioned  by  the  fyftem  before  mentioned,  and  to  fettle 
peace  through  every  part  of  your  dominions,  with  all 
humility  fubmitting  to  your  majefty’s  wile  conlidcration, 
whether  it  may  not  be  expedient  for  facilitating  thofe  im¬ 
portant  pu rpoj'es,  that  your  majefty  be  pleaied  to  diredl 
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feme  mode,  by  which  the  united  applications  of  your 
faithful  colonifts  to  the  throne,  in  purfuance  of  their 
common  councils,  may  be  improved  into  a  happy  and  per¬ 
manent  reconciliation  ;  and  that,  in  the  mean  time,  mea- 
fares  may  be  taken  for  preventing  the  further  deftrudion 
pf  the  jives  of  your  majefty’s  fubjeds  ;  and  that  fuch  fta- 
tutes  as  more  immediately  diftrds.  any  of  your  majefty’s 
colonies  may  be  repealed. 


iA  OR  by  fuch  arrangements  as  your  majefly’s  wifdom 
can  form  for  colleding  the  united  fenfe  of  your  American 
people,  we  are  convinced  your  majefty  would  receive  fuch 
fatisfadory  proofs  of  the  difpofttion  of  the  colon  ills  towards 
their  fovereign  and  parent  ft  ate,  that  the  wiftied  for  op¬ 
portunity  would  foon  be  reftored  to  them,  of  evincing  the 
imccrity  of  their  profeftipns,  by  every  teftimony  of  devo¬ 
tion  becoming  the  moft  dutiful  fubjeds  and  the  moll 
affedionate  colonifts. 

“  That  your  majefty  may  enjoy  a  long  and  profperous 
reign,  and  that  your  ddcendents  may  govern  your  do¬ 
minions  with  honour  to  themfelves  and  happinds  to  their 
fubjeds,  is  our  fincere  prayer.” 


The  add  refs  to  the  people  of  Great-Britain  was  agreed 
to  the  fame  day,  as  follows  : 

iC  Friends ,  Countrymen ,  and  Brethren , 
tc  By  thefe,  and  by  every  other  appellation  that  may 
defignate  the  ties,  which  bind  us  to  each  other,  we  entreat 
your  ferious  attention  to  this  our  fecond  attempt  to  prevent 
their  diflolution.  Remembrance  of  former  friendfhips, 
pride  in  the  glorious  atchi.evements  of  our  common  an- 
ceftors,  and  affedion  for  the  heirs  of  their  virtues,  have 
hitherto  preferved  our  mutual  connedion ;  but  when  that 
friendfhip  is  violated  by  the,grofteft  injuries;  when  the  pride 
of  anceftry  becomes  our  reproach,  and  we  are  no  other- 
wife  allied  than  as  tyrants  and  Haves  ;  when  reduced  to 
the  melancholy  alternative  of  renouncing  your  favour  or 
our  freedom ;  can  we  hefitate  about  the  choice  ?  Let  the 
fpirit  of  Britons  determine. 

“  In  a  former  addrefs  we  afterted  our  rights,  and  ftatecl 
the  injuries  we  had  then  received.  We  hoped,  that  the 
mention  of  our  wrongs  would  have  roufed  that  honeft 
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indignation  which  has  flept  too  long  for  your  honour,  or 
the  welfare  of  the  empire.  But  we  have  not  been  per¬ 
mitted  to  entertain  this  pleafing  exportation.  .Every  day 
brought  an  accumulation  of  injuries,  and  the  invention 
of  the  miniftry  has  been  conftantly  exercifed,  in  adding 
to  the  calamities  of  your  American  brethren. 

“  After  the  mold  valuable  right  of  legiflation  was  in- 
fringed  ;  when  the  powers  aflumed  by  your  parliament, 
in  which  we  are  not  reprefented,  and  from  our  local  and 
other  circumftances  cannot  properly  be  reprefented,  ren¬ 
dered  our  property  precarious  ;  after  being  denied  that 
mode  of  trial,  to  which  we  have  long  been  indebted  for 
the  fafety  of  our  perlons,  and  the  prefervation  of  our 
liberties  ;  after  being  in  many  inftances  diverted  of  thole 
laws,  which  were  tranfmitted  to  us  by  our  common  an- 
ceftors,  and  fubjedted  to  an  arbitrary  cone,  compiled 
under  the  aufpices  of  Roman  tyrants  ;  after  thole  char¬ 
ters,  which  encouraged  our  predeceflors  to  brave  death 
and  danger  in  every  fhape,  on  unknown  feas,  in  deferts 
unexplored,  amidft  barbarous  and  inholpitable  nations, 
were  annulled  ;  when,  without  the  form  of  trial,  without 
a  public  acculation,  whole  colonies  were  condemned, 
their  trade  deftroyed,  their  inhabitants  impoverifhed  ;  when 
l'oldiers  were  encouraged  to  embrue  their  hands  in  the 
blood  of  Americans,  by  offers  of  impunity  ;  when  new 
modes  of  trial  were  inftituted  for  the  ruin  of  the  accufed, 
where  the  charge  carried  with  it  the  horrors  of  convidlion; 
when  a  defpotic  government  was  ertablifhed  in  a  neigh¬ 
bouring  province,  and  its  limits  extended  to  every  of  our 
frontiers ;  we  little  imagined  that  any  thing  could  be 
added  to  this  black  catalogue  of  unprovoked  injuries  :  but 
we  have  unhappily  been  deceived,  and  the  late  meafures 
of  the  Britifh  miniftry  fully  convince  us,  that  their  objecf 
is  the  reduction  of  thcfe  colonies  to  flavery  and  ruin. 

“  To  confirm  this  affertion,  let  us  recall  your  at¬ 
tention  to  the  affairs  of  America,  fin'ce  our  laft  addrefs. 
Let  us  combat  the  calumnies  of  our  enemies  ;  and  let  us 
warn  you  of  the  dangers  that  threaten  you  in  our  de- 
ftrudtion.  Many  of  your  fellow-fubjedts,  whofe  fituation 
deprived  them  of  other  fupport,  diew  their  maintenance 
from  the  fea  ;  but  the  deprivation  of  our  liberty  being 
infufRcient  to  fatisfv  the  refentment  of  our  enemies,  the 
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horrors  of  famine  were  fuperadded,  and  a  Britijh  par^ 
i lament,  who,  in  better  times,  were  the  protestors  of 
innocenee  and  the  patrons  of  humanity,  have,  without 
imrinction  of  age  or  fex,  robbed  thoufands  of  the  food 
which  they  were  accuftomed  to  draw  from  that  inex- 

hauftible  fource,  placed  in  their  neighbourhood  by  the 
benevolent  Creator.  J 

A  no  ther  a£t  of  your  legiflature  fhuts  our  ports,  and 
prohibits  our  trade  with  any  but  thofe  ftates  from  whom 
the  great  law  of  felf-prefervation  renders  it  abfolutely  ne- 
cehary  we  fhould  at  prefent  with-hold  our  commerce, 
But  this  acl  (whatever  may  have  been  its  defign)  we 
con  fid  er  rather  as  injurious  to  your  opulence  than  our 
in  ter  eft.  All  our  commerce  terminates  with  you  ;  and 
tne  wealth  we  procure  from  other  nations,  is  foon  ex¬ 
changed  for  your  fuperfluities.  Our  remittances  muft 
men  ceafe  with  our  trade ;  and  our  refinements  with  our 
affluence.  We  truft,  however,  that  laws  which  deprive  us 
oi  every  bleffing  but  a  foil  that  teems  with  the  neceftaries 
of  life,  and  that  liberty  which  renders  the  enjoyment  of 
them  fee ure,  will  not  relax  our  vigour  in  their  defence. 

“  We  might  here  obferve  on  the  cruelty  and  incon- 
hftency  of  thole,  who,  while  they  publicly  brand  us  with 
reproachful  and  unworthy  epithets,  endeavour  to  deprive 
u s  of  tne  means  or  defence,  by  their  interpofition  with 
foreign  powers,  and  to  deliver  us  to  the  lawlefs  ravages 
of  a  meicilefs  loldiery.  Hut  happily  we  are  not  without 
refources ;  and  though  the  timid  and  humiliating  appli¬ 
cations  of  a  Britifh  miniftry  fhould  prevail  with  foreign 
nations,  yet  induftry,  prompted  by  neceflity,  will  not 
leave  us  without  the  neceffary  fupplies. 

W  e  couid  wifh  to  go  no  further,  and,  not  to  wound 
the  ear  of  humanity,  leave  untold  thofe  rigorous  a£fs  of 
oppreffion,  which  are  daily  exercifed  in  the  town  of 
Lofton,  did  we  not  hope,  that  by  difclaiming  their  deeds 
and  punifhing  the  perpetrators,  you  would  ihortly  vin¬ 
dicate  the  honour  of  the  Britifh  name  and  re-eftablifh  the 
violated  Jaws  of  jufticc/' 

i  hat  once  populous,  flourifhing,  and  commercial 
town  is  now  garri foiled  by  an  army  fent  not  to  protect, 
but  to  cnflave  its  inhabitants.  i  he  civil  government  is 
overturned,  and  a  military  defpotifm  erebted  upon  its 
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nans.  Without  law,  without  right,  powers  arc  aftumed 
unknown  to  the  conftitution.  Private  property  is  un- 
juftly  invaded.  The  inhabitants,  daily  fubjecled  to  the 
licentioufnefs  of  \he  foldiery,  are  forbid  to  remove  in 
defiance  of  their  natural  rights,  in  violation  of  the  moft 
folemn  compacts.  Or  if,  after  long  and  wearifome  folici- 
tation,  a  pafs  is  procured,  their  effcdts  are  detained,  and 
even  thofe  who  are  moft  favoured,  have  no  alternative 
but  poverty  or  flavery.  The  diftrefs  of  many  thoufand 
people,  wantonly  deprived  of  the  neceftaries  of  life,  is  a 
iubjedt,  on  which  we  would  not  wifti  to  enlarge. 

46  Yet  we  cannot  but  obferve,  that  a  Britijh  fleet  (un- 
juftified  even  by  acts  of  your  legiflature)  are  daily  employed 
in  ruining  our  commerce,  feizing  our  (hips,  and  depriving 
whole  communities  of  their  daily  bread.  Nor  will  a 
regard  for  your  honour  permit  us  to  be  filent,  while  Bri¬ 
tijh  troops  fully  your  glory,  by  adtions,  which  the  molt 
inveterate  enmity  will  not  palliate  among  civilized  na¬ 
tions,  the  wanton  and  unneceffary  deftruction  of  Charles¬ 
town,  a  large,  ancient,  and  once  populous  town,  juft 
before  deferted  bv  its  inhabitants,  who  had  fled  to  avoid 
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the  fury  of  your  foldiery. 

“  If  you  Itill  retain  thofe  fentiments  of  compaftion, 
by  which  Britons  have  ever  been  diftinguifhed  ;  if  the 
humanity,  which  tempered  the  valour  of  our  common 
anceftors,  has  not  degenerated  into  cruelty,  you  will  la¬ 
ment  the  miferies  of  their  defeendents. 

66  To  what  are  we  to  attribute  this  treatment  ?  If  to 
any  fecret  principle  of  the  conftitution,  let  it  be  men¬ 
tioned  ;  let  us  learn,  that  the  government  we  have  long 
revered,  is  not  without  its  defedts,  and  that  while  it  gives 
freedom  to  a  part,  it  neceflarily  enflaves  the  remainder  of 
the  empire.  If  fuch  a  principle  exifts,  why  for  ages 
has  it  ceafed  to  operate  ?  Why  at  this  time  is  it  called 
into  adfion  ?  Can  no  reafon  be  ailigned  for  this  condudf  ? 
Or  muft  it  be  refolved  into  the  wanton  exercife  of  arbi¬ 
trary  power  ?  And  Ihall  the  defeendents  of  Britons  tamely 
fubmit  to  this?  No,  firs!  we  never  will,  while  we  revere 
the  memory  of  our  gallant  and  virtuous  anceftors,  we 
never  can  furrender  thofe  glorious  privileges,  for  which 
they  fought,  bled  and  conquered.  Admit  that  your  fleets 
could  deftroy  our  towns,  and  ravage  our  fta-coafts ;  theft 
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are  inconfiderable  obje&s  ;  things  of  no  moment  to  men, 
whofe  bofoms  glow  with  the  ardor  of  liberty.  We  can 
retire  beyond  the  reach  of  your  navy,  and,  without  any 
fenfible  diminution  of  the  necelTaries  of  life,  enjoy  a 
luxury,  which  from  that  period  you  will  want ;  the  luxury 
of  be  mix  free. 

cc  We  know  the  force  of  your  arms,  and  was  it  called 
fot  th  in  the  caufe  of  juitice  and  your  country,  we  might 
dread  the  exertion  ;  but  will  Britons  fight  under  the  ban¬ 
ners  of  tyranny  ?  Will  they  counteract  the  labours,  and 
difgrace  the  victories  of  their  anceftors  ?  Will  they  forge 
chains  for  their  pofterity  ?  If  they  defeend  to  this  un¬ 
worthy  talk,  will  their  fwords  retain  their  edge,  their 
arms  their  accuftomed  vigour  ?  Britons  can  never  become 
the  inflruments  of  oppreilion,  till  they  lofe  the  fpirit  of 
freedom,  by  which  alone  they  are  invincible. 

“  Our  enemies  charge  us  with  fed ition.  In  what  does 
it  confifl  ?  In  our  refufal  to  fiibmit  to  unwarrantable  aCts 
of  injuflice  and  cruelty  ?  If  fo,  fhew  us  a  period  in  your 
hiflory,  in  which  you  have  not  been  equally  fed itious. 

“  We  are  accufed  of  aiming  at  independence  ;  but 
how  is  this  accufation  fupported  ?  By  the  allegations  of 
your  miniflers,  not  by  our  actions.  Abufed,  infulted, 
and  contemned,  what  fteps  have  we  purfued  to  obtaipi  re- 
drefs  ?  We  have  carried  our  dutiful  petitions  to  the  throne. 
We  have  applied  to  your  juflice  for  relief.  We  have  re¬ 
trenched  our  luxury,  and  with-held  our  trade. 

44  1  he  advantages  of  our  commerce  were  defigned  as 
a  compenfation  for  your  protection  :  when  you  ceafed  to 
proteCt,  for  what  were  we  to  compenfate  ? 

cc  What  has  been  the  fuccefs  of  our  endeavours  ? 

\  , 

The  clemency  of  our  fovereign  is  unhappily  diverted  ; 
our  petitions  are  treated  with  indignity  ;  our  prayers  an- 
fwered  by  infults.  Our  application  to  you  remains  un¬ 
noticed,  and  leaves  us  the  melancholy  apprehenfion  of 
your  wanting  either  the  will,  or  the  power,  to  aififl  us. 

cc  Even  under  thefe  circumflances,  what  meafures 
have  wc  taken  that  betray  a  defire  of  independence  ?  Have 
we  called  in  the  aid  of  thofe  foreign  powers,  who  are  the 
rivals  of  your  grandeur  ?  When  your  troops  were  few  and 
defencelefs,  did  we  take  advantage  of  their  diftrefs  and 
expel  them  our  towns  ?  Or  have  we  permitted  them  to 
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fortify,  to  receive  new  aid,  and  to  acquire  additional 
ftrength  ? 

46  Let  not  your  enemies  and  ours  perfuade  you,  that  in 
4.nis  we  were  influenced  by  fear  or  any  other  unworthy 
motive.  The  lives  of  Britons  are  (fill  dear  to  us.  They 
are  the  children  of  our  parents,  and  an  uninterrupted  in- 
tercourfe  of  mutual  benefits  had  knit  the  bonds  of  friend¬ 
ship.  When  hold ili ties  were  commenced,  when  on  a  late 
occafion  we  were  wantonly  attacked  by  your  troops, 
though  we  repelled  their  alTaults  and  returned  their  blows, 
yet  we  lamented  the  wounds  they  obliged  us  to  give  ;  nor 
have  we  yet  learned  to  rejoice  at  a  vidfory  over  Englifhmen. 

44  As  we  wifh  not  to  colour  our  actions,  or  diftuife 
our  thoughts  ;  we  fhall,  in  the  Ample  language  of  truth, 
avow  the  meafures  we  have  purfued,  the  motives  upon 
which  we  have  added,  and  our  future  defigns. 

44  When  our  late  petition  to  the  throne  produced  no 
other  effedt  than  frefh  injuries,  and  votes  of  yourlegifla- 
ture  calculated  to  jufhfy  every  feverity ;  when  your  fleets 
and  your  armies  were  prepared  to  wreft  from  us  our  pro¬ 
perty,  to  rob  us  of  our  liberties  or  our  lives  ;  when  the 
hoftile  attempts  of  general  Gage  evinced  his  defigns,  we 
levied  armies  for  our  fecurity  and  defence.  When  the 
powers  vefted  in  the  governor  of  Canada,  gave  us  reafon 
to  apprehend  danger  from  that  quarter  :  and  we  had  fre¬ 
quent  intimations,  that  a  cruel  and  favage  enemy  was  to 
be  let  loofe  upon  the  dcfencelefs  inhabitants  of  our  fron¬ 
tiers  ;  we  took  fuch  meafures  as  prudence  dictated,  as 
neceftity  will  juftify.  We  poftefted  ourfelves  of  Crown- 
Point  and  Ticonderoga.  Yet  give  us  leave  moll:  folemnly 
to  allure  you,  that  we  have  not  yet  loft  fight  of  the  objedt 
we  have  ever  had  in  view,  a  reconciliation  with  you  on 
conftitutional  principles,  and  a  reftoration  of  that  friendly 
intercourfe,  which,  to  tlie  advantage  of  both,  we  till 
lately  maintained. 

44  The  inhabitants  of  this  country  apply  therafelvcs 
chiefly  to  agriculture  and  commerce.  As  their  fafhions 
and  manners  are  fimilar  to  yours,  your  markets  muft  af¬ 
ford  them  the  conveniencies  and  luxuries,  for  which  they 
exchange  the  produce  of  their  labours.  The  wealth  of 
this  extended  continent  centers  with  you  ;  and  our  trade 
is  lo  regulated  as  to  be  fubfervient  only  to  your  intereft. 
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ou  arc  too  reafonable  to  expert,  that  by  taxes  (in  ad¬ 
dition  to  this)  we  fhould  contribute  to  your  exnence  •  to 
believe  after  diverting  the  fountain,  that  the  {{reams' can 
flow  with  unabated  force. 

“  It  has  been  faid,  that  we  refufe  to  fubmit  to  the 
reftridions  on  our  commerce.  From  whence  is  this  in¬ 
ference  drawn?  Not  from  our  words,  we  having  re¬ 
peatedly  declared  the  contrary;  and  we  again  profefs  our 
lub.mffion  to  the  leveral  ads  of  trade  and  navigation  paffed 
before  the  year  1763,  trufting  nevertheless  in  the  equity 
and  juft  ice  of  parliament,  that  fuch  of  them  as,  upon 
cool  and  impartial  confideration,  fhall  appear  to  have 
impofed  unneceffary  or  grievous  reftridions,  will,  at  fome 
happier  period,  be  repealed  or  altered.  And  we  cheerfully 
confent  to  the  operation  of  fuch  ads  of  the  Britifh  par¬ 
liament  as  (hall  be  retrained  to  the  regulation  of  our 
external  commerce,  for  the  purpofe  of  fecuring  the  com¬ 
mercial  advantages  of  the  whole  empire  to  the  mother 
country,  and  the  commercial  benefits  of  its  refpedive 
members  ;  excluding  every  idea  of  taxation  internal  or 
external,  for  railing  a  revenue  on  the  fubjeds  in  America 
without  their  confent. 

44  It  is  alleged  that  we  contribute  nothing  to  the 
common  defence.  To  this  we  anfwer,  that  the  advantages 
which  Great-Britain  receives  from  the  monopoly  of  our 
trade,  far  exceed  our  proportion  of  the  expence  necefTary 
for  that  purpofe.  But  fhould  thefe  advantages  be  inade¬ 
quate  thereto,  let  the  reftridions  on  our  trade  be  removed, 
and  we  will  cheerfully  contribute  fuch  proportion  when 
conftitutionally  required. 

4<  It  is  a  fundamental  principle  of  the  Britifh  confti-? 
tution,  that  every  man  fhould  have  at  leaf!  a  reprefentative 
fhare  in  the  formation  of  thofe  laws,  by  which  he  is 
bound.  Were  it  otherwife,  the  regulation  of  our  in¬ 
ternal  police  by  a  Britifh  parliament,  who  are  and  ever 
will  be  unacquainted  with  our  local  circumflances,  muff 
be  always  inconvenient,  and  frequently  oppreffive,  working 
our  wrong,  without  yielding  any  poffible  advantage  to  you, 

44  A  flan  of  accommodation  (as  it  has  been  abfurdly 
called)  has  been  propofed  by  your  miniflers  to  our  re- 
fpedive  aftemblies.  Were  this  propofal  free  from  every 
other  objedion,  but  that  which  arifes  from  the  time  of 

the 
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the  offer,  it  would  not  be  unexceptionable.  Can  men 
deliberate  with  the  bayonet  at  their  breaft  ?  Can  they  treat 
with  freedom,  while  their  towns  are  lacked  ;  when  daily 
inftances  of  injuftice  and  oppreffion  difturb  the  dower 
Operations  of  reafon  ? 

“  If  this  propofal  is  really  fuch  as  you  would  offer  and 
we  accept,  why  was  it  delayed  till  the  nation  was  put  to 
ufelefs  expence*  and  we  were  reduced  to  our  prefent  me¬ 
lancholy  iituation  ?  If  it  holds  forth  nothing,  why  was  it 
propofed  ?  Unlefs  indeed  to  deceive  you  into  a  belief, 
that  we  were  unwilling  to  Men  to  any  terms  of  accom¬ 
modation  ?  But  what  is  fubmitted  to  our  confideration  ? 
We  contend  for  the  difpofal  of  our  property.  We  are 
told  that  our  demand  is  unreafonable,  that  our  affemblies 
may  indeed  colledt  our  money,  but  that  they  muff  at  the 
fame  time  offer,  not  what  your  exigencies  or  ours  may 
require,  but  fo  much  as  fhall  be  deemed  fufficient  to  fa- 
tisly  the  defires  of  a  minifter  and  enable  him  to  provide 
for  favourites  and  dependents.  A  recurrence  to  your  own 
treafury  will  convince  you  how  little  of  the  money  al¬ 
ready  extorted  from  us  has  been  applied  to  the  relief  of 
your  burthens.  To  fuppofe  that  we  would  thus  grafp 
the  lhadow  and  give  up  the  fubftance,  is  adding  infuff  to 
injuries* 

“  We  have  neverthelcfs  again  prefented  an  humble 
and  dutiful  petition  to  our  fovereign  ;  and  to  remove  every 
imputation  of  obftinacy,  have  requefted  his  majeffy  to 
diredl  fome  mode,  by  which  the  united  applications  of  his 
faithful  colonifts  may  be  improved  into  a  happy  and  per¬ 
manent  reconciliation.  We  are  willing  to  treat  on  fuch 
terms  as  can  alone  render  an  accommodation  lafting,  and 
we  flatter  ourfelves  that  our  pacific  endeavours  will  be 
attended  with  a  removal  of  minifterial  troops,  and  a  re¬ 
peal  of  thofe  laws  of  the  operation  of  which  we  complain, 
on  the  one  part,  and  a  difbanding  of  our  army,  and  a 
diffolution  of  our  commercial  affociations,  on  the  other. 

Yet  conclude  not  from  this  that  we  propofe  to  fur-* 
render  our  property  into  the  hands  of  your  miniftry,  or 
veft  your  parliament  with  a  power  which  may  terminate 
in  our  deffrudlion.  The  great  bulwarks  of  our  conffi- 
tution  we  have  defired  to  maintain  by  every  temperate, 
by  every  peaceable  means ;  but  your  minifters  (equal  foes 
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to  Britifh  and  American  freedom )  have  added  to  therr 
former  oppreflions  an  attempt  to  reduce  us  by  the  fword 
to  a  bafe  and  abjedt  fubmiflion.  On  the  fword,  there¬ 
fore,  we  are  compelled  to  rely  for  protection.  Should 
victory  declare  in  your  favour,  yet  men  trained  to  arms 
from  their  infancy,  and  animated  by  the  love  of  liberty, 
will  afford  neither  a  cheap  or  eafy  conqueft.  Of  this  at 
leaft  we  are  affured,  that  our  ftruggle  will  be  glorious, 
our  fuccefs  certain  ;  fmce  even  in  death  we  {hall  find  that 
freedom  which  in  life  you  forbid  us  to  enjoy* 

44  Let  us  now  afk  what  advantages  are  to  attend  our 
yedudiion  ?  The  trade  of  a  ruined  and  defolate  country 
is  always  inconfiderable,  its  revenue  trifling ;  the  expence 
of  fubjedting  and  retaining  it  in  fubjedtion  certain  and 
inevitable.  What  then  remains  but  the  gratification  of 
an  ill-judged  pride,  or  the  hope  of  rendering  us  fubfer- 
vient  to  defigns  on  your  liberty. 

44  Soldiers  who  have  fheathed  their  fwords  in  the 
bowels  of  their  American  brethren,  will  not  draw  them 
with  more  reludtance  againfl  you.  When  too  late  you 
may  lament  the  lofs  of  that  freedom,  which  we  exhort 
you,  while  ftill  in  your  power,  to  preferve. 

44  On  the  other  hand,  fhould  you  prove  unfuccefsful  5 
fhould  that  connexion,  which  we  moft  ardently  wifh  to 
maintain,  be  diffolved ;  fhould  your  minifters  exhauft 
your  treafures  and  waffe  the  blood  of  your  countrymen  in 
vain  attempts  on  our  liberty ;  do  they  not  deliver  you, 
weak  and  defencelefs,  to  your  natural  enemies. 

cc  Since  then  your  liberty  muff  be  the  price  of  your 
victories  ;  your  ruin,  of  your  defeat  : — what  blind  fa¬ 
tality  can  urge  you  to  a  purfuit  deilrudtive  of  all  that 
Britons  hold  dear  ? 

44  If  you  have  no  regard  to  the  connexion  that  has  for 
ages  fubftfted  between  us  ;  if  you  have  forgot  the  wounds 
we  have  received  fighting  by  your  lide  for  the  extenfion 
of  the  empire  ;  if  our  commerce  is  not  an  objedt  below 
your  confideration  ;  if  juftice  and  humanity  have  loft 
their  influence  on  your  hearts  3  ftill  motives  are  not  want¬ 
ing  to  excite  your  indignation  at  the  meafures  now  pur- 
fued  :  your  wealth,  your  honour,  your  liberty  are  at  hake. 

44  Notwithstanding  the  diftrefs  to  which  we  are 
reduced,  we  fometimes  forget  our  own  afflictions,  to  an¬ 
ticipate 
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ticipate  and  fympathize  in  yours.  We  grieve  that  rafh 
and  inconfiderate  councils  fhould  precipitate  the  de¬ 
ft  rudt  ion  of  an  empire,  which  has  been  the  envy  and 
admiration  of  ages,  and  call  God  to  witnefs  !  that  we 
would  part  with  our  property,  endanger  our  lives,  and 
facrifice  every  thing  but  liberty,  to  redeem  you  from  ruin* 

A  cloud  hangs  over  your  heads  and  ours  ;  ere  this 
reaches  you,  it  may  probably  burfl  upon  us ;  let  us  then 
(before  the  remembrance  of  former  kindnefs  is  obliterated) 
once  more  repeat  thofe  appellations  which  are  ever  grate¬ 
ful  in  our  ears  ;  let  us  entreat  Heaven  to  avert  our  ruin, 
and  the  deftrudtion  that  threatens  our  friends,  brethren, 
and  countrymen,  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Atlantic 

The  condudf  obferved  towards  the  Indian  nations  was 
in  perfect  confidence  with  that  difpofition  for  peace  fo 
openly  declared,  and  fo  fully  manifefted.  Taught  by  ad- 
verfity  to  feel  for  the  woes,  and  by  freedom  to  refpedt  the 
rights  of  mankind,  we  wifhed  to  avoid  that  favage  war 
which  knows  no  laws  but  indiferiminate  daughter.  And 
altho’  our  enemies  have  endeavoured  to  ftigmatize  us  with 
the  defign  of  employing  the  hatchet  againft  them,  in 
order  to  cad  a  veil  over  their  own  barbarity  ;  yet  the  fa£t 
is,  that  we  feduloully  avoided  it,  and  have  at  length  been 
expofed  to  the  fury  of  thofe  tribes,  becaufe  we  would  not 
take  advantage  of  their  inhuman  third:  of  blood  againd 
our  fellow  men. 

It  was  not  until  the  25th  of  November,  1775,  that 
the  Congrefs  determined  to  retort  upon  our  enemies  the 
practice  of  taking  property  on  the  high  feas.  They  con¬ 
sidered  us  as  rebels,  they  had  no  laws  in  exiftence  whereby 
our  property  was  forfeited.  Unlefs  we  were  confidered 
as  independent,  their  fovereign  could  not  authorize  the 
capture  of  vedels  \  and  yet,  in  defiance  of  law,  of  reafon, 
and  of  judice,  they  hefitated  not  to  plunder  indiferimi- 
nately  all  thofe  who  refided  in  America,  among  whom  not 
a  few  were  adherents  to  their  caufe. 

Nor  did  the  Congrefs  even  then  make  reprizals  upon 
private  property,  but  leveled  their  refentment  at  thofe 
only  who  were  engaged  in  aiding  and  afliding  the  armies 
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~  i  uSj  nor  did  they  until  the  23d  of  March* 

*7/6,  adopt  the  latter  meafure,  the  reafons  of  which 
^iie  fully  let  forth  in  the  following  preamble 


hereas  the  petitions  01  the  United  Colonies  to* 
the  king,  for  the  redrefs  of  great  and  manifold  grievances, 
have  not  only  been  rejected,  but  treated  with  fcorn  and 
contempt,  and  the  oppofition  to  defigns  evidently  formed 
to  1  cm  uce  tnem  to  a  ft  ate  of  fervile  fubjebtion,  and  their 
ncceflary  defence  again#  hoftile  forces  a  6b  u  ally  employed 
to  lu odue  them,  declared  rebellion  ;  and  whereas  an  un- 
jud  war  hath  been  commenced  againft  them,  which  the 
commanders  of  the  Britifh  beets  and  armies  have  profe- 
enceu,  and  ftnl  continue  to  profecute,  with  their  utmoft: 
vigour,  and  in  a  cruel  manner  wafting,  fpoiling,  and  de- 
ftroying  the  country,  burning  houfes  and  defencelefs 


towns,  ant! 
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the  helpkis  inhabitants  to  every 


fnifery  from  tire  inclemency  of  the  winter,  and  not  only 
urging  lavages  to  invade  the  country,  but  inftigating 
negroes  to  murder  their  mafeers  ;  and  whereas  the  par¬ 
liament  of  Great- Britain  hath  lately  palled  an  a 61,  af¬ 
firming  thefe  colonies  to  be  in  open  rebellion,  forbidding 
all  trade  and  commerce  with  the  inhabitants  thereof,  until 
they  fhall  accept  pardons,  and  fubmit  to  deipotic  rule** 
declaring  their  property,  wherever  found  upon  the  water, 


liable  to  ftizure  and  couftfcation,  and  enabling,  that  what 


had  been  done  there,  by  virtue  of  the  royal  authorit 
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were  juft  and  lawful  acts,  and  fhall  be  fo  deemed  ;  from 
all  which  it  is  mamfeft,  that  the  iniquitous  fcheme  con¬ 
certed  to  deprive  them  of  the  liberty  they  have  a  right  to 
by  the  laws  of  nature  and  the  Englifh  confutation,  will 
be  pertinacioufly  purfued  :  it  being  therefore  necefiary  to 
provide  for  their  defence  and  fecurity,  and  juftiftable  to 
make  reprifals  upon  their  enemies,  and  otherwife  to  annoy 
them  according  to  the  laws  and  ufages  of  nations,  the 
Congrcfs,  trufting  that  Inch  of  their  friends  in  Great- 
Britain  (of  whom  it  is  confclfed  there  are  many  intitled 
to  applaufe  and  gratitude  for  their  patriotifm  and  benevo¬ 
lence,  and  in  whole  favour  a  diferimination  of  property 
cannot  be  made)  as  fhall  fuller  hy  captures,  will  impute 
it  to  the  authors  of  our  common  calamities,  do  declare 


and  refolve,  as  followcth. 


But 


[  5l  1 


nM'^rv 

-Av*.C'..iy^  x.  j  I  \J  ^ 


But  however  reluctantly  we  proceeded  in  extending 
the  calamities  of  war  to  our  fcbOw  countrymen,  and 
ftrengthening  ourfelves  by  the  Capture  of  thofe  riches  which 
were  to  be  employed  for  our  deli  ruction,  the  mold  fed u sous 
attention  was  paid  to  avoid  and  to  alleviate  the  calamities 
too  neceffarily  attending  a  conteft  fo  important  and  fo 
fruitful  in  d  id  refs.  For  not  cnl  •/  was  the  moft  renerous 
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provnion  made  to  clothe  and  to  feed  thofe  prifoners  whom 
the  fortune  of  war  had  placed  in  our  power,  but  left  the 
provocations  tnev  had  received  might  ftimulate  individuals 
to  revenge,  we  find  that  on  the  2 d  of  Ja» 
the  Congrefs  came  to  the  following  relolution,  viz 

t£  Whereas  the  execrable  barbarity  with  which  this 
unhappy  war  has  been  conduced  on  *  the  part  of  our 
enemies,  fuch  as  burning  our  defenceiefs  towns  and  vil¬ 
lages,  expofing  their  inhabitants,  without  regard  to  lex 
or  age,  to  all  the  miferies  which  lofs  of  property,  the 
rigour  of  the  feafon,  and  inhuman  devaftation  can  inflict, 
exciting  domeftic  infurretd  ions  and  murders,  bribing  la¬ 
vages  to  defolate  our  frontiers,  and  calling  fuch  of  us  as 
the  fortune  of  war  has  put  in  their  power,  into  goals, 
there  to  ianguifh  in  irons  and  in  want,  compelling  the 
inhabitants  of  Bofton,  in  violation  of  the  treaty,  to  re^ 
main  confined  within  the  town,  expofed  to  the  infolence 
of  the  foldiery,  and  other  enormities,  at  the  mention  of 
which  decency  and  humanity  will  ever  blufh,  may  juftly 
provoke  the  inhabitants  of  tfiefe  colonies  to  rataliate  ; 

C4  Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  them  to 
continue  mindful  that  humanity  ought  to  diftinguifh  the 
brave,  that  cruelty  fhould  find  no  admiflion  among  a  free 
people,  and  to  take  care  that  no  page  in  the  annals  of 
America  be  flained  by  a  recital  of  any  action  which  juftice 
or  chriftianity  may  condemn,  and  to  reft  allured  that 
whenever  retaliation  may  be  neccftary  or  tend  to  their  le- 
curity,  this  Congrefs  will  undertake  the  difagreeable  talk.’’ 


It  m u ft  be  remarked,  that  this  refolution  was  palled 
when  the  moft  ample  means  of  retaliation  were  in  our 
power,  and  the  affairs  of  America  wore  the  moft  prom ife- 
jng  afpedt,  for  the  defeat  before  Quebec  was  not  yet 
Jqtown,  but,  on  the  contrary,  it  was  expected  that  ca- 
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pital  fortrefs  would  (bon  fall  into  our  hands.  Thoufands 
on  this  continent  would  not  have  wept  in  anguifh  for  the 
lofs  of  a  hufband,  a  father,  or  a  friend,  had  the  fame 
emotions  of  philanthropy  pervaded  the  bofoms  of  our  per- 
fecutors.  But  the  ffroke  of  divine  juffice  feems  to  have 
been  fufpended  until  their  cup  of  guilt  was  filled  with  the 
widows  and  the  orphans  tears. 

Notwithstanding  the  efforts  which  had  been  made 
for  leconciliation,  the  profpeCb  of  it  feemed  every  moment 
to  be  more  remote.  Every  account  from  Great-Britain 
ferved  to  confirm  the  opinion,  that  nothing  fhort  of  an 
unconditional  fubmiffion  on  our  part  would  be  accepted  ; 
and  every  day’s  enquiry  convinced  the  unprejudiced,  that 
we  had  every  thing  to  fear  from  a  connection  with  them. 
As  the  governments  of  the  feveral  colonies  had  been  ex- 
ercifed  under  authority  from  the  king  of  Great-Britain, 
they  were  reduced  to  the  alternative  of  being  in  a  manner 
without  government,  or  of  inftituting  new  fyffems  on  a 
balis  purely  republican.  The  former  was  chofen,  as  the 
latter  would  have  tended  greatly  to  impede  a  future  con¬ 
nection.  But  a  ffate  of  political  anarchy  could  not  long 
be  tolerable  to  any  fociety  :  the  evils  refulting  from  it 
muff:  at  length  have  produced  the  moft  fatal  confequences  ; 
and  it  was  impoffible  to  forefee  what  might  be  the  event 
of  a  conteft  in  which  mankind  were  fet  loofe  from  the 
reffraints  of  law.  Imprefled  with  thefe  ideas,  the  Con- 
grefs  on  the  15th  of  May,  1776,  publifhed  the  following 
refolution  : 

cc  Whereas  his  Britannic  majeffy,  in  conjunction 
with  the  lords  and  commons  of  Great-Britain  has,  by  a 
late  act  of  parliament,  excluded  the  inhabitants  of  thefe 
United  Colonies  from  the  protection  of  his  crown  ;  and 
whereas  no  anfwer  whatever  to  the  humble  petitions  of 
the  colonies  for  redrefs  of  grievances  and  reconciliation 
with  Great-Britain  has  been  or  is  likely  to  be  given,  but 
the  whole  force  of  that  kingdom,  aided  by  foreign  mer¬ 
cenaries,  is  to  be  exerted  for  the  deffruCtion  of  the  good 
people  of  thefe  colonies  ;  and  whereas  it  appears  abfo- 
Jutely  irreconcileable  to  reafon  and  good  confcience,  for 
the  people  of  thefe  colonies  now  to  take  the  oaths  and 
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affirmations  neceffary  for  the  fupport  of  any  government 
under  the  crown  of  Great-Britain  ;  and  it  is  neceflary 
that  the  exercife  of  every  kind  of  authority  under  the  faid 
crown  fhould  be  totally  fuppreffed,  and  all  the  powers  of 
government  exerted  under  the  authority  of  the  people  of 
the  colonies,  for  the  prefervation  of  internal  peace,  virtue, 
and  good  order,  as  well  as  for  the  defence  of  their  lives, 
liberties  and  properties,  againft  the  hoftile  invafions  and 
cruel  depredations  of  their  enemies  ; 

“  Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  re- 
fpe&ive  affemblies  and  conventions  of  the  United  Colo¬ 
nies,  where  no  government  lufficient  to  the  exigencies  of 
their  affairs  hath  been  hitherto  eftablifhed,  to  adopt  fuch 
government  as  (hall  in  the  opinion  of  the  reprefentatives 
of  the  people  beft  conduce  to  the  happinefs  and  fafety  of 
their  conftituents  in  particular,  and  America  in  general. 

The  conduct  of  Great-Britain  was  {fill  the  fame  com¬ 
pound  of  violence  and  fraud.  While  the  ftor.es  of  poli¬ 
tical  artifice  were  exhaufted,  to  prevent  us  from  obtaining 
foreign  aid,  nothing,  which  money  or  promifes  could  el- 
fedt  was  left  undone,  to  colled  the  mercenaries  of  Ger¬ 
many  for  our  fubjugation.  Foiled  in  their  former  efforts, 
they  called  forth  all  their  ftrength  ;  and  to  lull  us  into 
fecurity  at  the  fame  time,  endeavoured  to  cover  their  de- 
figns  with  the  thin  veil  of  reconciliation.  For  this  pur- 
pofe  they  paffed  an  a 61  of  parliament,  and  in  confequence 
of  it  appointed  commiftioners,  with  power  to  grant  par¬ 
dons  to  thofe  Americans,  who  would  be  fo  guilty  as  to 
folicit  them.  At  length,  fully  convinced  of  what  reafon 
had  long  dilated,  that  no  rational  fecurity  for  our  li¬ 
berties  could  be  obtained  during  a  connection  with  Great- 
Britain,  and  that  every  idea  of  dependence  tended  to  enfeeble 
our  efforts,  in  a  caufe  on  which  every  thing  was  at  (take, 
the  fine  fpun  thread,  which  held  the  two  countries  to¬ 
gether,  was  cut  on  the  memorable  Ath  of  July,  1776* 
by  the  following 

DECLARATION  by  the  Reprefentatives  of  the 
UNITED  STATES  of  AMERICA,  m 

Congrefs  afjhnbled. 

“  WHEN,  in  the  courfe  of  human  events,  it  be¬ 
comes  neceffary  for  one  people  to  diffolve  the  political 

bands 


bands  which  have  connedfed  them  with  another,  and  to 
ail ume,  among  the  powers  of  the  earth,  the  feparate 
and  equal  ifation  to  vvnich  the  laws  of  nature  and  of  na¬ 
ture’s  God  entitle  them,  a  decent  relpedt  to  the  opinions 
of  mankind  requires  that  they  Ihouid  declare  the  caufes 
which  impel  them  to  the  reparation. 

We  hold  thefe  truths  to  be  fcif-evident ;  that  aU 
men  are  created  equal  ;  that  they  are  endowed,  by  th-w 
Creator,  with  certain  unalienable  rights  •  that  amcno- 
thefe  are  life,  liberty,  and  the  purfiut  of  happinefs.— - 
That  to  fecure  thefe  rights,  governments  are  inflituted 
among  men,  deriving  their  j  uit  powers  from  the  con  fen  t 
of  the  governed  ;  that  whenever  any  form  of  government 
becomes  deflrudfive  of  thefe  ends,  it  is  the  right  of  the 
people  to  alter  or  to  abolilh  it,  and  to  inftitute  new  vo- 
vernment,  laying  its  foundation  on  fuch  principles,  and 
organizing  its  powers  in  fuch  form,  as  to  them  ihall  feem 
mo  If  likely  to  effect  their  fafety  and  happinefs.  Prudence, 
indeed,  will  didlate,  that  governments  long  effablifhed, 
fhould  not  be  changed  for  light  and  tranfient  caufes;  and 
accordingly  all  experience  hath  (hewn,  that  mankind  are 
more  difpofed  to  fuffer,  while  evils  are  fufFerable,  than  to 
right  themfeives  by  abolifhing  the  forms  to  which  they  are 
acculfomed.  But  when  a  long  train  of  abufes  and  ufur- 
pations,  purfuing  invariably  the  fame  ohjedr,  evinces  a  de~ 
lign  to  reduce  them  under  abfolute  defpotifm,  it  is  their 
right,  it  is  their  duty,  to  throw  off  fuch  government, 
and  to  provide  new  guards  for  their  future  fecurity.  Such 
has  been  the  patient  fufferance  of  thefe  colonies;  and  fuch 
is  now  the  neceifity  which  conff rains  them  to  alter  their 
former  fyffems  of  government.  The  hiifory  of  the  pre- 
fent  king  of  Great-Britain  is  a  hiifory  of  repeated  in¬ 
juries  and  ufurpations,  all  having  in  diredl  objedt  the 
eftablifhment  of  an  abfolute  tyranny  over  thefe  Bates.  To 
prove  this,  let  fadfs  be  fubmitted  to  a  candid  world  : 

4C  He  has  ref u fed  his  alfent  to  laws  the  moll  wholefome 
and  necelTary  for  the  public  good. 

iC  He  has  forbidden  his  governors  to  pafs  laws  of  iirw 
mediate  and  preffing  importance,  unlefs  fufpended  in  their 
operation  till  his  alfent  fhould  be  obtained  ;  and  when  fa 
fufpended,  he  has  utterly  negledfcd  to  attend  to  them. 
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cc  He  has  refufed  to  pafs  other  laws  for  the  accommo¬ 
dation  of  large  diftridfs  of  people,  unlefs  thole  people 
would  relinquifh  the  right  of  reprefentation  in  the  le- 
giflature  ;  a  right  ineftimable  to  them,  and  formidable  to 
tyrants  only. 

“  He  has  called  together  legiflative  bodies  at  places  un- 
ilfual,  uncomfortable,  and  diftant  from  the  depofitory  of 
their  public  records,  for  the  foie  purpofe  of  fatiguing  them 
into  compliance  with  his  meafures. 

“  He  has  diffolved  reprefentative  houfes  repeatedly,  for 
©ppofing,  with  manly  firmnefs,  his  invafions  on  the 
rights  of  the  people. 

He  has  refufed  for  a  long  time,  after  fuch  di Ab¬ 
lutions,  to  caufe  others  to  be  eledted  ;  whereby  the  le¬ 
giflative  powers*  incapable  of  annihilation,  have  returned 
to  the  people  at  large  for  their  exercife  ;  the  hate  re¬ 
maining,  in  the  mean  time,  expofed  to  all  the  dangers  of 
invafion  from  without,  and  convulfions  within. 

“  He  has  endeavoured  to  prevent  the  population  of 
thefe  Hates  ;  for  that  purpofe  obftrudHng  the  laws  for  na¬ 
turalization  of  foreigners  :  refuting  to  pafs  others  to  en~ 
courage  their  migrations  hither,  and  raifing  the  condi¬ 
tions  of  new  appropriations  of  lands. 

cc  He  has  obftrudfced  the  adminiHration  of  juHice,  by 
refufinghis  affent  to  laws  for  eftablifhing  judiciary  powers. 

“  He  has  made  judges  dependent  on  his  will  alone,  for 
the  tenure  of  their  oflices,  and  the  amount  and  payment 
of  their  Hilaries. 

66  He  has  eredled  a  multitude  of  new  oflices,  and  fent 
hither  fwarms  of  officers  to  harrafs  our  people,  and  eat 
out  their  fubftance. 

66  He  has  kept  among  us,  in  times  of  peace,  Handing 
armies,  without  theconfent  of  our  legiflatures. 

cc  He  has  affedted  to  render  the  military  independent 
of,  and  fuperior  to  the  civil  power. 

“  He  has  combined  with  others  to  fubjedt  us  to  a  ju- 
rifdidfion  foreign  to  our  conftitution,  and  unacknow¬ 
ledged  by  our  lav/s ;  giving  his  affent  to  their  adls  of  pre¬ 
tended  legiflation  : 

“  For  quartering  large  bodies  of  armed  troops  among 
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:c  For  protecting  them,  by  a  mock  trial,  from  punifli- 
ftient  for  any  murders  which  they  Ihould  commit  on  the 


?Oit  cutting  off  our  trade  with  all  parts  of  tF 


44  For  iiTipofmg  taxes  on  us  without  our  tonfent  : 

“  For  depriving  us,  in  many  cafes,'  of  the  benefits  of 
trial  by  jury: 

44  For  tranfporting  us  beyond  feas  to  be  tried  for  pre¬ 
tended  offences  : 

4C  For  abolifhing  the  free  fyftem  of  Englilh  laws  in  a 
neighbouring  province,  eftablifhing  therein  an  arbitrary 
government,  and  enlarging  its  boundaries,  fo  as  to  ren¬ 
der  it  at  once  an  example  and  fit  inftrument  for  intro¬ 
ducing  the  fame  abfolute  rule  into  thefe  colonies  : 

44  For  taking  away  our  charters,  abolifhing  our  moft 
valuable  laws,  and  altering  fundamentally  the  forms  of 


our  governments  : 

cc 


For  fufpendin-g  our  own  legrllatures,  and  declaring 
themfelves  invefted  with  power  to  legiflate  for  us  in  all 
cafes  whatfoevey. 

44  He  has  abdicated  government  here,  by  declaring  us 
out  of  his  protection,  and  waging  war  againft  us. 

44  He  has  plundered  our  feas,  ravaged  our  coafts, 
burnt  our  towns,  and  deftroyed  the  lives  of  our  people, 

44  He  is,  at  this  time,  tranfporting  large  armies  of 
foreign  mercenaries  to  complete  the  works  of  death,  de- 
folation,  and  tyranny,  already  begun  with  circumftances 
of  cruelty  and  perfidy,  fcarcely  paralleled  in  the  molt  bar¬ 
barous  ages,  and  totally  unworthy  the  head  of  a  civilized 
nation. 

44  He  has  conftraincd  our  fellow-citizens,  taken  cap¬ 
tive  on  the  high  feas,  to  bear  arms  againft  their  country, 
tn  become  the  executioners  of  their  friends  and  brethren, 
or  to  fall  themfelves  by  their  hands. 

44  He  has  excited  domcftic  infurredtions  amongft  us, 
and  has  endeavoured  to  bring  on  the  inhabitants  of  our 
frontiers  the  mercilefs  Indian  lavages,  whofe  known  rule 
of  warfare  is  an  undiftinguifhed  deftrudtion,  of  all  ages. 
fe.v/es,  and  conditions. 

4  1  m  everv  ftage  of  thefe  opprefhons  we  have  pe¬ 
titioned  for  red  refs  in  the  moft  humble  terms  :  Our  re¬ 
peated 
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peated  petitions  have  been  anfwered  only  by  repeated  In¬ 
jury,  A  prince,  whofe  character  is  thus  marked  by  every 
adt  which  may  define  a  tyrant,  is  unfit  to  be  the  ruler  oi 
a  free  people. 

cc  Nor  have  we  been  wanting  in  attentions  to  our  Bri- 
tifli  brethren.  We  have  warned  them,  from  time  to  time, 
of  attempts  by  their  legiflature  to  extend  an  unwarrantable 
jurifdidtion  over  us.  We  have  reminded  them  of  the  cir- 
cumftances  of  our  emigration  and  fettlement  here.  We 
have  appealed  to  their  native  juftice  and  magnanimity, 
and  we  have  conjured  them  by  the  ties  of  our  common 
kindred  to  difavow  thefe  ufurpations,  which  would  inevi¬ 
tably  interrupt  our  connexions  and  correfpondence.  They 
too  have  been  deaf  to  the  voice  of  jufticeand  ofconlangui- 
nity.  We  muft,  therefore,  acquiefce  in  the  necefiity,  which 
denounces  our  feparation,  and  hold  them,  as  we  hold  the 
reft  of  mankind,  enemies  in  war,  in  peace  friends. 

“  We,  therefore,  the  reprefentatives  of  the  UN  I T  E  D 
STATES  of  AMERICA,  in  GENERAL 
CONGRESS  aftembled,  appealing  to  the  fupreme 
judge  of  the  world  for  the  redtitude  of  our  intentions,  do, 
in  the  name,  and  by  authority  of  the  good  people  of  thefe 
colonies,  folemnly  pubhfh  and  declare,  That  thefe  United 
Colonies  are,  and  of  rigRt  ought  to  be,  FRE  E  and 
INDEPENDENT  S  TAT  E  S  ;  that  they  are 
abfolved  from  all  allegiance  to  the  Britilh  crown,  and  that 
all  political  connexion  between  them  and  the  ftate  of  Great  - 
Britain,  is,  and  ought  to  be,  totally  diftolved  ;  and  that  as 
FREE  and  INDEPENDENT  STATES, 
they  have  full  power  to  levy  war,  conclude  peace,  con- 
trad!  alliances,  eftablifh  commerce,  and  to  do  all  other  adis 
and  things  which  INDEPENDENT  STATES 
may  of  right' do.  And  for  the  fupport  of  this  declaration, 
with  a  firm  reliance  on  the  protection  of  DIVINE 
PROVIDENCE,  we  mutually  pledge  to  each  other 
our  lives,  our  fortunes,  and  our  facred  honor.” 

This  decifive  ftep  was  taken  in  the  face  of  the  whole 
Britifh  force  colledted  on  our  fhores.  From  that  moment 
every7  thing  allumes  a  new  appearance  :  The  propofitions 
and  Applications  for  reconciliation,  fo  haughtily  rejedted, 
were  done  away.  The  metaphyfical  difquifitions  about  the 
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compatifiility  of  colonial  liberty  and  parliamentary  au-< 
toority  in  commercial  fuperintendency  by  a£ts  of  ]e»if- 
ladon,  to  the  effect  of  external,  exclufively  of  the  idea  of 
internal,  taxation: — Thefe,  with  all  the  jargon  incident  to 
them,  were  at  an  end.  A  fingle  clear  point  was  put  on  the 
ldiie  of  the  coined:,  whether  we  fhould  be  conquered  en- 
llaved  provinces,  or  free  and  independent  States  ?  And  on 

tins  proposition  eve<ry  man  was  in  capacity  to  take  his  de¬ 
cided  part*. 

t  ^  * 

Upon  the  3d  day  of  September,  X776,  general  Sulli¬ 
van,  who  had  been  made  priioner  by  the  enemy  in  the 
action  of  Jbcng  I Hand,  delivered  the  following  m efface  to 
Congrefs  from  lord  Howe  : 


(C 


That,  though  he  could  not  at  prefent  treat  with 
Congrefs  as  fuch,  yet  he  was  very  defirous  of  having  a 
conference  with  lome  of  the  members,  whom  he  would 
confider  for  the  prefent  only  as  private  gentlemen,  and 
meet  them  himfelf  as  fuch,  at  fuch  place  as  they  fhould 
appoint : 

1  hat  he,  in  conjunction  with  general  Howe,  had  full 
powers  to  compromife  the  difputs  between  Great-Britain 
and  America  upon  terms  advantageous  to  both;  the  ob¬ 
taining  of  which  delayed  him  near  two  months  in  Eng¬ 
land,  and  prevented  his  arrival  at  this  place  before  the  de¬ 
claration  of  independency  took  place  : 

“  That  he  wifned  a  compact  might  be  fettled  at  this 
time,  when  no  decifive  blow  was  ftruck,  and  neither  party 
could  fay  that  they  were  compelled  to  enter  into  fuch 


agreement : 


1  hat,  in  cafe  Congrefs  were  difpofed  to  treat,  many 
things,  which  they  had  not  as  yet  afkcd,  might  and  ought 
to  be  granted  them  ;  and  that,  if  upon  the  conference, 
they  found  any  probable  ground  of  an  accommodation, 
the  authority  of  Congrefs  muff  be  afterwards  acknow¬ 
ledged,  otherwife  the  compact  would  not  be  complete.” 

On  the  5th  of  September  the  Congrefs  came  to  the 
following  reiolu lions  ;  to  wit , 

Resolved,  That  general  Sullivan  be  requeued  to 

inform 
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in  o;m  lorJ  Howe,  that  this  Congrefs,  being  the  reprr- 
Bntatives  of  the  free  and  independent  States  of  America, 
Cannot  with  propriety  fend  any  of  its  members,  to  confer 
with  his  lordfhip  in  their  private  characters,  but  that  ever 
defirous  of  eftablifhing  peace  on  reafonable  terms,  they  will 
fend  a  committee  of  their  body,  to  know  whether  he  has 
any  authority  to  treat  with  perfons  authorized  by  Con- 
grefs  for  that  purpofe  in  behalf  of  America,  and  what  that 
authority  is,  and  to  hear  fueh  propohtions  as  he  (hall 
think  fit  to  make  refpedting  the  fame: 

tc  That  the  prefident  be  defined  to  write  to  general 
Wafhington,  and  acquaint  him,  that  it  is  the  Opinion  of 
Congrefs,  no  propofals  for  making  peace  between  Great- 
Britain  and  the  United  States  or  America  ought  to  be 
received  or  attended  to,  unlefs  the  fame  be  made  in  writ¬ 
ing  and  addreffed  to  the  reprefentatives  of  the  hud  ftates 
in  Congrefs,  or  perfons  authorized  by  them  :  And  if  ap¬ 
plication  be  made  to  him  by  any  of  the  commanders  of  the 
Britifh  forces  on  that  fubjedt,  that  he  inform  them,  that 
thefe  United  States,  who  entered  into  the  war  only  ior 
the  defence  of  their  lives  and  liberties,  will  cheerfully  agree 
to  peace  on  reafonable  terms,  whenever  fuch  (hall  be  pro- 
pofed  to  them  in  manner  aforefaid.” 

The  committee  was  appointed  the  next  day,  and  up¬ 
on  the  17th  made  the  following  report, 

In  obedience  to  the  orders  of  Congrefs,  we  have  had 
a  meeting  with  lord  Howe.  It  was  on  Wedncfday  laid  up¬ 
on  Staten-Bland,  oppofite  to  Amboy,  where  his  lordfhip 
received  and  entertained  us  with  the  utmofl  politenefs. 

His  lordfhip  opened  the  converfation  by  acquainting 
us,  that,  tho’  he  could  not  treat  with  us  as  a  committee  of 
Congrefs,  yet,  as  his  powers  enabled  him  to  confer  and 
Confult  with  any  private  gentlemen  of  influence  in  the 
colonies,  on  the  means  of  reftoring  peace  between  the  two 
Countries,  he  v/as  glad  of  this  opportunity  of  conferring 
with  us  on  th^t  fubjeft,  if  we  thought  ourlelves  at  liberty 
to  enter  into  a  conference  with  him  in  that  character.  We 
obferved  to  his  lordfhip,  that,  as  our  bufmefs  was  to  hearg 
he  might  confider  us  in  what  light  he  pleafed,  and  com¬ 
municate  to  us  any  propofitions  he  might  be  autjiori  fed  ta 
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maks  for  the  purpofe  mentioned  ;  but,  that  we  could  con- 
imer  ourfelves  in  no  other  charader  than  that  in  which  w« 
were  placed  by  order  of  Congrefs.  His  lordfhip  then  en¬ 
tered  into  a  difcourfe  of  a  confiderable  length,  which  con¬ 
tained  no  explicit  proportion  of  peace,  except  one,  namely, 
I  hat  the  colonies  fhould  return  to  their  allegiance  and 
obedience  to  the  government  of  Great-Britain.  The  reft 
con  filled  piincipahy  ot  aflurances,  that  there  was  an  ex¬ 
ceeding  good  difpoiition  in  the  king  and  his  minifters  to 
make  that  government  eafy  to  us,  with  intimations,  that, 
m  cafe  of  our  fubmiftion,  they  would  caufe  the  offenfive 
ads  of  parliament  to  be  reviled,  and  the  inftrudions  to 
governors  to  be  reconfidered  ;  that  fo,  if  any  juft  caufes  of 
complaint  were  found  in  the  ads,  or  any  errors  in  govern¬ 
ment  were  perceived  to  have  crept  into  the  inftrudions, 
they  might  be  amended  or  withdrawn. 

“  We  gave  it  as  our  opinion  to  his  lordfhip,  that  a  re¬ 
turn  to  the  domination  of  Great-Britain  was  not  now  to  be 
expeded.  We  mentioned  the  repeated  humble  petitions  of 
the  colonies  to  the  king  and  parliament,  which  had  been 
treated  with  contempt  and  anfwered  only  by  additional  in¬ 
juries  ;  the  unexampled  patience  we  had  {hewn  under  their 
tyrannical  government,  and  that  it  was  not  till  the  late 
ad  of  parliament,  which  denounced  war  againft  us,  and 
put  us  out  of  the  king’s  protedion,  that  we  declared  our 
Independence  5  that  this  declaration  had  been  called  for  by 
the  people  of  the  colonies  in  general ;  that  every  colonv 
had  approved  of  it,  when  made,  and  all  now  confidered 
themfelves  as  Independent  States,  and  were  fettling  or  had 
fettled  their  governments  accordingly;  fo  that  it  was  not 
m  the  power  of  Congrefs  to  agree  for  them,  that  they 
fhould  return  to  their  former  dependent  ftate  ;  that  there 
was  no  doubt  of  their  inclination  to  peace,  and  their  wil- 
hngnefs  to  enter  into  a  treaty  with  Britain,  that  might  be 
advantageous  to  both  countries;  that,  though  his  lordfhip 
had  at  prefent  no  power  to  treat  with  them  as  Independent 
States,  he  might,  if  there  was  the  fame  good  difpoiition 
in  Britain,  much  fooner  obtain  frefli  powers  from  thence, 
for  that  purpofe,  than  powers  could  be  obtained  by  Con¬ 
grefs,  from  the  feveral  colonies,  to  confent  to  a  fubmiffion. 
His  lordfhip  then  faying,  that  he  was  forry  to  find, 
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that  no  accomodation  was  like  to  take  place,  put  an  end 
to  the  conference. 

“  Upon  the  whole,  it  did  not  appear  to  your  commitee, 
that  his  lordfhip’s  commiffion  contained  any  other  autho¬ 
rity  than  that  exprefTed  in  the  adt  of  parliament,  namely, 
that  of  granting  pardons,  with  fuch  exceptions  as  the 
commiffioners  fhall  think  proper  to  make,  and  of  declaring 
America,  or  any  part  of  it,  to  be  in  the  king’s  peace, 
upon  fubmiffion  :  For,  as  to  the  power  of  enquiring  into 
the  date  of  America,  which  his  lordfhip  mentioned  to  us, 
and  of  conferring  and  confulting  with  any  perfons  the 
commiffioners  might  think  proper,  and  reprcfenting  the 
refult  of  fuch  converfation  to  the  miniftry,  who  provided 
the  colonies  would  fubjedl  themfelves,  might  after  all  or 
might  not,  at  their  pleafure,  make  any  alterations  in  the 
former  inffrudlions  to  governors,  or  propofe  in  parliament 
any  amendment  of  the  adds  complained  of,  we  apprehended 
any  expectation  from  the  effedt  of  fuch  a  power  would  have 
been  too  uncertain  and  precarious  to  be  relied  on  by  Ame¬ 
rica,  had  fheftill  continued  in  her  ftate  of  dependence.” 

From  this  moment  the  war  raffed  with  the  utmofl  vio- 

O 

lence,  and  was  profecuted  by  the  enemy  with  unabated 
yigor  and  barbarity.  To  recite  the  numerous  infiances  in 
which  their  faith,  folemnly  pledged,  hath  been  broken, 
would  be  tedious  and  perhaps  ufelefs  :  Vidiory  declared 
herfelf  for  a  long  time  in  favor  of  their  fuperior  numbers 
and  fuperior  difeipline,  and  their  infolence  was  equal  to 
their  fuccefs.  Unable  to  comprehend  the  whole  of  the  oh- 
jedl  they  had  undertaken,  and  ovenjoyed  at  the  acquifition 
of  the  minuter  parts,  already  the  needy  greedy  parafites  of 
a  voluptuous  court  had  in  imagination  carved  out  our  poi- 
feffions  among  them,  and  wantoned  in  the  profpedi  of  en¬ 
joying  the  fruits  of  our  laborious  indufrry.  Every  thin  it 
therefore,  which  looked  like  conciliation,  was  treated  as  a 
conceffion  flowing  from  feeblenefs  of  foul.  The  fpirit  of 
defpoti-fm,  flufhed  with  hope  and  inured  to  guilt,  turned 
hard  unfeeling  eye  upon  the  miferies  of  human  nature,  and 
diredled,  well  pleas’d,  the  florin  of  vengeance  to  the  head  of 
freedom.  But  that  full  tide  of  fucecfs,  which  had  carried 
their  expeditions  fo  high,  began  to  ebb  away  :  The  gal¬ 
lant  army  commanded  by  Burgoyne,  checked  by  impedi¬ 
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ments  which  nature  had  thrown  in  his  courfe,  at  length 
lu omitted,  notwithftanding  the  efforts  of  their  accomplifhed 
general,  to  the  determined  bravery  of  their  foes.  The  fplen- 
dor  of  our  fucceis  in  that  quarter  called  the  attention  of 
Europe  to  our  fortitude  and  perfcverance.  The  weight  and 
importance  of  a  country  which  could  refill  the  aflonifhing 
cfio; ts  made  by  Great-Britain,  were  evident  to  the  molt 
carelefs  obfervation.  The  acknowledgement  of  our  inde¬ 
pendence  became  therefore  an  obje6t  of  ferious  deliberation. 
Awakened  from  their  dream  of  glory  to  a  view  of  their 
danger,  me  miiffftry  of  England  determined,  if  poffible,  to 
recover  what  they  had  wantonly  thrown  away. 


On  the  2 iff ^d ay  of  April,  1778,  the  Congrefs,  ther* 
fitting  at  1  01  k-  1  own,  received  a  letter  from  the  general* 
incloiing  a  printed  paper  from  Philadelphia,  to  the  follow- 


mg  - 


DRAUGH  r  of  a  BILL  for  ole  daring  the  intentions, 
CJ  ff  Parliament  oj  Crr  eat- Britain ,  concerning  the  exercife 
*t  tne  rkht  °f  iwipojing  taxes  within  his  Majejh/s  colonies , 
provinces  and  plantations  in  North- America. 


WII  ERE  A  S  the  exercifeof  the  right  of  taxation  by 
the  Parliament  of  Great-Britain,  for  the  purpofeof 


railing  a  revenue  in  his  Majefty’s  colonies,  provinces,  and 
plantations  in  North- America,  has  been  found  bv  ex¬ 
perience  to  occafion  great  unea  fine  lies  and  diforclers,  and 
has  by  f undry  milreprefentations  been  made  the  means  of 
mi  Heading  many  of  his  majefty’s  faithful  fubjedls,  who 
yet  acknowledge  the  juftice  of  contributing  to  the  common 
defence  of  the  empire,  provided  luch  contributions  fhould 
be  rai fed  under  the  authority  of  the  General  Court,  or 
General  Aftembly,  of  each  refpe<®cive  colony,  province  or 
plantation  :  And  whereas ,  in  order  as  well  as  to  remove  the 
laid  uneafineffes,  and  to  quiet  the  minds  of  his  Majefty’s 
fuhjecMs,  who  may  be  difpofed  to  return  to  their  allegiance, 
as  to  reftore  the  peace  and  welfare  of  a]  1  his  Majefty’s  do¬ 
minions,  Jt  is  expedient  to  declare,  that  the  King  and 
Parliament  of  Great  Britain  will  not  impofeany  duty,  tax 
or  affefsment,  for  the  pm  pole  of  railing  a  revenue  within 
any  of  the  laid  colonies,  provinces  Qr  plantations: 

“  May 
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May  it  pleafe  your  Majefty,  That  it  may  be  declared 
&nd  enadted,  and  it  is  hereby  declared  and  ena&ed,  &c. 
That  from  and  after  the  palling  of  this  AH,  the  King  and 
Parliament  of  Great-Britain  will  not  impofe  any  duty,  tax 
or  aflefsment  whatfoever,  payable  within  any  of  his  Ma- 
jefty’s  colonies,  provinces  and  plantations  in  North- 
America,  except  only  fuch  duties  as  it  may  be  expedient 
to  impofe  for  the  regulation  of  commerce  ;  the  net  pro¬ 
duce  of  fuch  duties  to  be  always  paid  and  applied  to,  and 
for,  the  ule  of  the  colony,  province  or  plantation,  in 
which  the  fame  fhall  be  refpeHively  levied,  in  fuch  man¬ 
ner  as  other  duties  collected  by  the  authority  of  the 
refpedtive  General  Courts,  or  General  Alfemblies,  of 
fuch  colonies,  provinces  or  plantations,  are  ordinarily 
paid  and  applied.” 


5C  DRAUGHT  of  a  BILL  to  enable  his  Ala)  of y  to 
appoint  Commijfioner s  vjith  fujfcient  powers  to  treat ,  con- 
fult ,  and  agree  upon  the  means  of  quieting  the  diforders 
now  fubfi fling  in  certain  of  the  colonies ,  plantations  and 
provinces  of  North- America . 

T?  O  R  the  quieting  and  extinguifhing  of  divers  Ra** 
X1  loufies  and  mifapprehenfions  of  danger  to  their  li¬ 
berties  and  legal  rights,  which  have  milled  many  of  his 
Majefty’s  fubjects  in  the  colonies,  provinces  and  plan¬ 
tations  of  New-Hampfhire,  MafTachufetts-Bay,  Rhode- 
Uland,  Connecticut,  New-York,  New-Jerfey,  Penn- 
fylvania,  the  three  lower  counties  on  Delaware,  Mary¬ 
land,  Virginia,  North-Carolina,  South-Carolina,  and 
Georgia,  and  for  a  fuller  manifeftation  of  the  juft  and 
gracious  purpofes  of  his  Majefty  and  his  Parliament,  to 
maintain  and  fecure  all  his  fubjeHs  in  a  clear  and  perfect 
enjoyment  of  fuch  liberties  and  rights  ;  Be  it  enabled, 
Lie.  That  perfons  to  be  appointed  by  his 

Majefty,  under  the  Great  Seal  of  Great-Britain,  or 
any  of  them,  fhall  by  force  of  this  AH,  have  full 
power,  commillion  and  authority  to  treat,  confult 
and  agree  with  luch  body  or  bodies  political  and  cor¬ 
porate,  or  with  luch  aftembly  or  aftemblies  of  men,  or 
with  fuch  perfon  or  perfons,  as  in  their  wifdom  and 

discretion 
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difcrction  they  /hall  think  meet,  of  and  concerning 
linY  grievances,  or  complaints  of  grievances,  exift- 
ingS  or  fuppofed  to  exift,  in  the  government  ’of  any 
of  the  fa  id  colonies,  provinces  or  plantations  refpe&ively, 
or  in  the  laws  and  ftatutes  of  this  realm,  refpecting  the 
iamc;  and  of  or  concerning  any  aid  or  contribution  to 
he  fur  nib  led  by  all  or  any  o[  the  colonies,  provinces  or 
plantations  refpedlively,  for  the  common  defence  of  this 
realm,  and  tne  dominions  thereunto  belonging  ;  and  of 
and  concerning  fuch  other  regulations,  provifions,  mat¬ 
ters  and  things,  as  upon  mature  deliberation  of  the  far’d 
Comrrsiiiioners,  or  any  of  them,  fliall  bethought 

need! ary  or  convenient  for  the  honor  of  his  Majelty, 
and  the  common  good  of  all  his  fubjecis. 

c*  Provided  alfo,  and  be  it  further  evaded  and  declared y 
That  no  regulation,  provifion,  matter  or  thing  fo  pro- 
poied,  treated,  confulted  or  agreed,  fhall  have  any  other 
force  or  efledf,  or  be  carried  further  into  execution,  than 
is  herein  after  mentioned  and  provided,  until  the  fame 
fliall  have  been  approved  by  Parliament. 

£C  Provided  alfo ,  and  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority 
aforefaid ,  That  in  order  to  facilitate  the  good  purpofes  of 
this  Act,  it  fliall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  Paid  Com- 
miilioners,  or  any  of  them,  from  time  to  time,  as 

they  fliall  judge  it  convenient,  to  order  and  proclaim  d 
ceflation  of  hofti lines,  on  the  part  of  his  MajeftyV 
troops,  in  any  of  the  faid  colonies  or  plantations,  or 
any  part  thereof,  for  any  time,  and  under  any  conditions 
or  reffridlions,  which  they  fliall  think  convenient,  and 
fuch  order  and  proclamation  to  revoke  and  annul  in  the 
fame  manner  and  form,  according  to  their  difcrction. 

dad  be  it  further  enabled.  That  it  fliall  be  lawful  for 
the  faid  Commifiioners,  or  any  of  them,  by  procla¬ 
mation  under  their  refpedlive  hands  and  feals,  from  time 
to  time,  to  fufpend  the  operation  and  effects  of  a  certain 
Act  of  Parliament,  made  and  palled  in  the  16th  year  of 
the  reign  of  his  p  re  Pent  Majefty,  for  prohibiting  all  trade 
and  intercom fe  with  certain  colonies  and  plantations 
therein  named,  and  for  the  other  purpofes  therein  alfo 

mentioned. 
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mentioned,  or  any  of  the  provifions  or  reftridions  therein 
contained,  for  inch  convenient  time  as  the^  laid  Com- 
midioners  fhali  think  proper,  fpecifying  in  inch  procla¬ 
mation  at  what  times  or  places  refpedtively,  and  with  what 
exceptions  and  reftridfions,  the  laid  iufpenfion  mall  take 
effect,  and  the  faid  fufpenfion  and  proclamation  in  the 
fame  manner  and  form  to  annul  and  revoke,  according 
to  their  difcretion. 

“  And  be  it  further  enabled  by  the  authority  afore  faid.  That 
the  faid  Commiffioners,  or  any  of  them,  may,  and  they 
are  hereby  authonfed  and  impowcred  to  lufpend  in  fuch. 
places,  and  for  fuch  times  as  they  fhali  think  nt,  during 
the  continuance  of  this  Act,  tne  operation  and  effect  ot 
all  or  any  of  the  Act  or  Acts  01  Parliament  which  have 
palled  fince  the  10th  day  of  February,  1763,  and  which 
relate  to  any  of  his  Majefty’s  faid  colonies,  provinces  or 
plantations  in  North-Amenca,  lo  far  as  the  fame  docs 
relate  to  them,  or  the  operation  and  effedt  of  any  claufe, 
or  any  provifion  or  matter  therein  contained,  lo  far  as 
fuch  claufes,  provifions  or  matters,  relate  to  any  01  the 
laid  colonies,  provinces  or  plantations. 

“  And  it  is  hereby  enaftcd  by  the  authority  aforefajd ,  That 
it  fhali  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  laid  Com- 
miiiioners,  or  any  of  them,  and  they  aie  heieby 

authorifed  and  impowered  to  grant  a  pardon  or  pardons 
to  any  number  or  defcription  of  perlons  within  tiie  faid 
colonies,  provinces  or  plantations. 

cc  And  that  no  let  or  hindrances  may  happen  from 
the  vacancy  of  the  office  of  Governor  and  Commander 
in  Chief  in  any  of  the  faid  colonies,  provinces  or  plan¬ 
tations  refpectively,  or  from  the  abfence  of  fuch  officer 
from  his  government,  Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority 
aforefaid ,  That  the  faid  Commiffioners,  or  any  of 

them,  fhali  have  full  power  and  authority  in  any  of  the 
faid  colonies,  provinces  or  plantations  respectively* 
wherein  his  Majefty  hath  ufually  heretofore  nominated 
and  appointed  a  Governor,  to  nominate  and  appoint,  by 
any  inftrurnent  under  their  hands  and  feals,  a  proper  per- 
fon  to  be  the  Governor  and  Commander  in  Chief  >n  and 

I  for 
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for  any  fuch  colony,  province  or  plantation*  to  have  hold 
and  exercife,  during  his  Majefty’s  pleafure,  the  fa  id  office 
ot  Governor  and  Commander  in  Chief  in  and  for  fuch 
colony  or  plantation  refpe&ively,  with  all  fuch  powers 
and  authorities  as  any  Governor  of  fuch  province  hereto¬ 
fore  appointed!  by  his  Majefty  might  or  could  have  exer- 
cded,  m  as  full  arid  complete  manner  and  form,  as  if 
inch  Governor  and  Commander  in  Chief  had  been  no¬ 
minated  and  appointed  by  his  Majefty’s  letters  patent  or 
commiffion,  and  for  that  purpofe,  if  need  be,  to  revoke, 
annul,  and  make  void  any  commiffion  or  letters  patent 
heretofore  granted,  for  appointing  any  fuch  Governor  and 
Commander  in  Chief. 

And  be  it  further  enabled.  That  this  A&  fli all  con¬ 
tinue  to  be  in  force  until  the  firft  day  of  Tune,  which 
fhall  be  in  the  year  1779. 

Philadelphia ,  14 th  Aprils  1778. 

Publijhed  by  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief 

Robert  Mackenzie,  Secretary  A 

This  was  referred  to  a  committee,  who,  on  the  22d  of 
April,  made  the  following  report; 

A  T"^  ^  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  general’s 
A  letter  of  the  18th,  containing  a  certain  printed 
paper  fent  from  Philadelphia,  purporting  to  be  the  draught 
or  a  Bill  lor  declaring  the  intentions  of  the  Parliament  of 
G  reat- Britain,  as  to  the  exercife  of  what  thev  are  pleafed 
to  term  their  right  of  impofing  taxes  within  thefc  United 
States  ;  and  alfo  the  draught  of  a  Bill  to  enable  the  King 
of  Great-Britain  to  appoint  Commiffioners,  with  powers 
to  treat,  confult  and  agree  upon  the  means  of  quieting 
certain  diforders  within  the  laid  States,  beg  leave  to 
obferve, 

cc  That  the  faid  paper  being  induftrioufly  circulated 
by  emiffiarics  of  the  enemy,  in  a  partial  and  fecret  man¬ 
ner,  the  fame  ought  to  be  forthwith  printed  for  the  pu¬ 
blic  information. 


T  HE 


c<  The  Committee  cannot  afeertain  whether  the  con¬ 
tents  of  the  fa  id  paper  have  been  framed  in  Philadelphia, 
or  in  Great-Britain,  much  lefs  whether  the  fame  are  re¬ 
ally  and  truly  intended  to  be  brought  into  the  Parliament 
of  that  kingdom,  or  whether  the  faid  Parliament  will  con- 

O' 

fer  thereon  the  ufual  folemnities  of  their  laws.  But  are 
inclined  to  believe  this  will  happen,  for  the  following 
reafons  : 


“  ift.  Because  their  General  hath  made  divers  feeble 
efforts  to  fet  on  foot  fome  kind  of  treaty  during  the  la  ft 
winter,  though,  either  from  a  miftaken  idea  of  his  own 
dignity  and  importance,  the  want  of  information,  or 
fome  other  caufe,  he  hath  not  made  application  to  thofe 
who  are  inverted  with  a  proper  authority. 


2dly.  Because  they  fuppofe  that  the  fallacious  idea 
of  a  ceffation  of  hoftilities  will  render  thefe  States  remifs 
in  their  preparations  for  war. 


cc  3<dly.  Because  believing  the  Americans  wearied  with 
war,  they  fuppofe  we  will  accede  to  their  terms  for  the 
fake  of  peace. 


cc  4thly.  Because  they  fuppofe  that  our  negociations 
may  be  fubjedf  to  a  like  corrupt  influence  with  their 
debates. 

u  5thly.  Because  they  expedf  from  this  ftep  the  fame 
effedts  they  did  from  what  one  of  their  minifters  thought 
proper  to  call  his  conciliatory  motion ,  viz.  that  it  will  pre¬ 
vent  foreign  powers  from  giving  aid  to  thefe  States  ;  that 
it  will  lead  their  own  fubjeefs  to  continue  a  little  longer 
the  prefent  war  ;  and  that  it  will  detach  fome  weak  men 
in  America  from  the  caufe  of  freedom  and  virtue. 


tc  6thly.  Because  their  King,  from  his  own  fhewing, 
hath  reafon  to  apprehend  that  his  fleets  and  armies,  inftead 
of  being  employed  againft  the  territories  of  thefe  States, 
will  be  neceifary  for  the  defence  of  his  own  dominions. 

And 

4C  ythly. 
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7 thly.  Because  the  impracticability  of  fubju£;atinop 
this  country  being  every  day  more  and  more  manifeft,  it 
is  then  intei eft  toextiicate  thtmlelves  from  the  war  unon 
any  terms. 

<c  The  Committee  beg  leave  further  to  obferve,  That, 
upon  a  fuppofttion  the  matters  contained  in  the  faid  paper 
will  really  go  into  the  Britifh  Statute  Book,  thev  ferve  to 
new,  in  a  clear  point  of  view,  the  weaknefs  and  wicked - 
nefs  of  trie  enemy. 

46  Their  Weakness, 

<c  i ft.  Because  they  formerly  declared,  not  only  that 
they  had  a  right  to  bind  the  inhabitants  of  thefe  States  in 
all  cafes  whatfoever,  but  alfo  that  the  faid  inhabitants 
fhould  abfolutely  and  unconditionally  fubmit  to  the  exercife 
of  that  right.  And  this  fubmiftion  they  have  endeavoured 
to  exact  by  the  fword.  Receding  from  this  claim,  there¬ 
fore,  under  the  prefent  circumftances,  fhews  their  inability 
to  enforce  it. 

cc  2dly.  Because  their  Prince  hath  heretofore  rejected 
the  humbled:  petitions  of  the  Reprefentatives  of  America, 
praying  to  be  confidered  as  fubjects,  and  protected  in  the 
enjoyment  of  peace,  liberty  and  fafety  ;  and  hath  waged  a 
moll  cruel  war  againft  them,  and  employed  the  favages  to 
butcher  innocent  women  and  children.  But  now  the  fame 
Prince  pretends  to  treat  with  thofe  very  Reprefentatives, 
and  grant  to  the  arms  of  America  what  he  refufed  to  her 
prayers, 

cc  3d! y.  Because  they  have  uniformly  labored  to 
conquer  this  continent,  rejecting  every  idea  of  accommo¬ 
dation  propofed  to  them,  from  a  confidence  in  their  own 
ftrength.  Wherefore  it  is  evident,  from  the  change  in  their 
mode  of  attack,  that  they  have  loft  this  confidence.  And 

ythly.  Because  the  conftant  language,  fpoken  not 
only  by  their  Minifters,  but  by  the  moft  public  and  au¬ 
thentic  acts  of  the  nation,  hath  been,  that  it  is  incom¬ 
patible  with  their  dignity  to  treat  with  the  Americans  while 
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they  have  arms  in  their  hands.  Notwithstanding  which, 
an  offer  is  now  about  to  be  made  for  treaty. 

“  The  Wickedness  and  Insincerity  of  the  enemy 
appear  from  the  following  eonhderations  : 

iff  Either  the  Bills  now  to  be  pafled  contain  a  di- 
redl  or  indirect  ceilion  of  a  part  ol  then  formei  cianiis,  oi 
they  do  not.  If  they  do,  then  it  is  acknowledged  that  they 
have  facrificed  many  brave  men  in  an  unjuft  quaricl.  h 
they  no  not,  then  they  are  calculated  to  deceive  vvmcnca 
into  terms,  to  which  neither  argument  before  the  war,  nor 
force  fince,  could  procure  her  alient. 

“  2dly.  The  firft  of  thefe  Bills  appears,  from  the  title, 
to  be  a  declaration  of  the  intentions  of  the  Britifh  Parlia¬ 
ment  concerning  the  exercife  of  the  right  of  impofng  taxes 
within  thefe  States.  Wherefore,  fhould  thefe  States  treat 
under  the  laid  Bill,  they  would  indirectly  acknowledge  that 
right,  to  obtain  which  acknowledgment  the  prelent  war 
hath  been  avowedly  undertaken  and  profecuted  on  the  puit 
of  Great-Britain. 

ct  gdly.  Should  fuch  pretended  right  be  fo  acquiefced 
in,  then,  of  confequence,  the  fame  might  be  exerciled 
whenever  the  Britifh  Parliament  fhould  find  themlelves  in 
a  different  temper  and  difpoftion  ;  lince  it  mufl  depend  up¬ 
on  thofe,  and  luch  like  contingencies,  how  fai  men  v.’iil 
act  according  to  their  former  intentions . 

cc  4-thly .  The  faid  firft  Bill,  in  the  body  thereof,  con- 
taineth  no  new  matter,  but  is  precifely  the  fame  with  the 
motion  before-mentioned,  and  liable  to  all  tne  objedtions 
which  lay  againft  the  faid  motion,  excepting  the  follow¬ 
ing  particular,  viz.  that  by  the  motion  adtual  taxation  was 
tcTbe  fufpended,  fo  long  as  America  fhould  give  as  much 
as  the  faid  Parliament  might  think  proper  :  Whereas,  by 
the  propofed  Bill ,  it  is  to  be  fufpended,  as  long  as  future 
Parliaments  continue  of  the  fame  mind  with  the  prefent. 

cc  5 thly.  From  the  fecond  Bill  it  appears,  tnattheBri- 
rifh  King  may,  if  he  pleafes,  appoint  Commiffioners  to 
°  treat 
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treat  and  agree  with  thofe,  whom  they  pleafe,  about  a  va¬ 
riety  of  things  therein  mentioned.  But  fuch  treaties  and 
agreements  are  to  be  of  no  validity  without  the  concur¬ 
rence  of  the  faid  Parliament,  except  fo  far  as  they  relate 
to  th efufpenfnn  of  hoftilities,  and  of  certain  of  their  A£ts 
the  granting  of  pardons,  and  the  appointing  of  Governors 
to  thefe  fovereign,  free  and  independent  States.  Where¬ 
fore,  the  faid  Parliament  have  referved  to  therpfelves,  in 
exprejs  words,  the  power  of  fetting  afide  any  fuch  treaty, 
an  I  taking  the  advantage  of  any  circumftances  which  may 
nine  to  lubject  this  continent  to  their  ufurpations. 

“  Cddy.  The  faid  Bill  by  holding  forth  a  tender  of 
partion,  implies  a  criminality  in  our  jultifiable  refiftance, 
and  confequently,  to  treat  under  it  would  bean  implied  ac¬ 
knowledgment  that  the  inhabitants  of  thefe  States  were 
what  Britain  hath  declared  them  to  be.  Rebels. 


CC 
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/thly.  The  inhabitants  of  thefe  States  being  claimed 
by  them  as  Subjects,  they  may  infer,  from  the  nature  of 
the  negociation  now  pretended  to  be  fet  on  foot,  that  the 
laid  inhabitants  would  of  right  be  afterwards  bound  by 
iach  laws  as  they  fhould  make.  Wherefore  any  agreement 
entered  into  on  iuch  negociation  might  at  any  future  time 
be  repealed.  And 
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“  8thly.  Because  the  faid  Bill  purports,  that  the 
Commiftioners  therein  mentioned  may  treat  with  private 
individuals  ;  a  mcafure  highly  derogatory  to  the  dignity  of 
national  character. 

From  all  which  it  appears  evident  to  your  Com¬ 
mittee,  that  the  faid  Bills  are  intended  to  operate  upon  the 
hopes  and  fears  of  the  good  people  of  thefe  States,  fo  as  to 
create  divilions  among  them,  and  a  defection  from  the  com- 
mon  caufe,  now  by  the  blefting  of  Divine  Providence  draw¬ 
ing  near  to  a  favourable  ifiue.  That  they  are  the  fequel  of 
that  infidious  plan,  which,  from  the  days  of  the  Stamp- 
act  down  to  the  prefent  time,  hath  involved  this  country 
in  contention  and  bloodfhed.  And  that,  as  in  other  cafes 
f°  in  this,  although  circumftances  may  force  them  at  times 
to  recede  from  their  unj  uftifiable  claims,  there  can  be  no 

doubt 
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doubt  but  they  will  as  heretofore,  upon  the  firft  favor¬ 
able  occafion,  again  difplay  that  lull  of  domination,  which 
hath  rent  in  twain  the  mighty  empire  of  Britain. 


cc  Upon  the  whole  matter,  the  Committee  beg  leave  to 
report  it  as  their  opinion,  that  as  the  Americans  united  in 


this  arduous  con  ted  upon  principles  of  common  intered, 
for  the  defence  of  common  rights  and  privileges,  which 
union  hath  been  cemented  by  common  calamities  and  by 
mutual  good  offices  and  adeftion,  fo  the  great  caufe  for 
which  they  contend,  and  in  which  all  mankind  are  inter- 
eded,  mud  derive  its  fuccefs  from  the  continuance  of  that 
union.  Wherefore  any  man  or  body  of  men,  who  diould 
prefume  to  make  any  feparate  or  partial  convention  or  agree¬ 
ment  with  Commiffioners  under  thecrownofGreat-Britain, 
or  any  of  them,  ought  to  be  conlidered  and  treated  as  open 
and  avowed  enemies  of  thefe  United  States. 


cc 


And  further  your  Committee  beg  leave  to  report  it 
as  their  opinion,  That  thefe  United  States  cannot,  with 
propriety,  hold  any  conference  or  treaty  with  any  Com- 
miffioners  on  the  part  of  Great-Rritain,  unlefs  they  dial], 
as  a  preliminary  thereto,  either  withdraw  their  fleets  and 
armies,  or  elfe,  in  pofitive  and  exprefs  terms,  acknow¬ 
ledge  the  Independence  of  the  laid  States. 


And  inafmuch  as  it  appears  to  be  the  defign  of  the 
enemies  of  thefe  States  to  lull  them  into  a  fatal  fecurity — 
to  the  end  that  they  may  a£f  with  a  becoming  weight  and 
importance,  it  is  the  opinion  of  your  Committee,  That 
the  feveral  States  be  called  upon  to  ufe  the  mod  drenuous 
exertions  to  have  their  refpedfive  quotas  of  continental 
troops  in  the  field  as  foon  as  podible,  and  that  all  the  mi¬ 
litia  of  the  faid  States  be  held  in  readinefs,  to  a£t  as  oc¬ 
cafion  may  require.” 


This  report  being  read,  and  debated  by  paragraphs,  was 
agreed  to  unanimoudy,  and  publifhed. 


On  the  next  day  Congrefs  came  to  the  following  refo 
lution  : 


“  Whereas 


i  n  J 

Sc  tV HER  fas  perfuafion  and  influence,  the?  example  of 
the  deluded  or  wicked,  the  fear  of  danger,  or  the  calamitie 
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ol  war,  may  have  induced  fome  of  the  fubjedts  of  thefe 
Ifates  to  join,  aid,  or  abet  the  Britifh  forces  in  America  ; 
and  tho’  now  defirous  of  returning  to  their  duty,  and 
anxioufly  wifhing  to  be  received  and  reunited  to  their  coun¬ 
try,  they  may  be  deterred  by  the  fear  of  punifbment ;  and 
whereas  the  people  of  thefe  Hates  are  ever  more  ready  to 
reclaim  than  to  abandon,  to  mitigate  than  to  increafe  the 
horrors  of  war,  to  pardon  than  to  punifh  offenders  : 


iL  Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  legifla- 
turcs  of  the  fcveral  hates  to  pafs  laws,  or  to  the  executive 
authority  of  each  {fate,  if  invefted  with  fufficient  power, 
to  iilue  proclamations  offering  pardon,  with  fuch  excep¬ 
tions  and  under  fuch  limitations  and  reflridfions  as  the 
feveral  Hates  fhall  think  expedient,  to  fuch  of  their  inhabi¬ 
tants  or  lubjedts  who  have  levied  war  againH  any  of  thefe 
Hates,  or  who  have  adhered  to,  aided  or  abetted  the  enemy, 
and  who  fhall  furrender  themfelves  to  any  civil  or  military* 
officer  of  any  of  thefe  Hates,  and  fhall  return  to  the  Hate 
to  which  they  may  belong  before  the  ioth  day  of  June 
next  :  and  it  is  recommended  to  the  good  and  faithful  ci¬ 
tizens  of  thefe  Hates  to  receive  fuch  returning  penitents 
with  companion  and  mercy,  and  to  forgive  and  bury  in 
oblivion  their  paH  failings  and  tranfgrefiions.” 


OiV  the  2d  of  May  Mr.  Simeon  Deane  arrived  at  York- 
Town  with  copies  of  the  treaties  with  France,  which 
were  ratified  on  the  4th,  and  on  the  8th  the  following 
add  refs  was  made  to  the  people  of  America  : 

Friends  an'd  Countrymen 

cc  r-g-v  H  R  E  E  years  have  now  pa  fled  away  flnee  the 
JL  commencement  of  the  prefent  war.  A  v/ar 
without  parallel  in  the  annals  of  mankind.  It  hath  dif- 
played  a  fpedfacle  the  moH  folemn  that  can  pofllbly  be 
exhibited.  On  one  fide,  we  behold  fraud  and  violence 
laboring  in  the  fervice  of  dcfpotifm  ;  on  the  other,  virtue 
and  fortitude  fupporting  and  eflablifhing  the  rights  of 
human  nature* 

u  Yow 
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u  You  cannot  but  remember  how  reluHantly  we  were 
dragged  into  this  arduous  contefl ;  and  how  repeatedly, 
with  the  earnellnefs  of  humble  intreaty,  we  fupplicated  a 
redrefs  of  our  grievances  from  him  who  ought  to  have 
been  the  father  of  his  people.  In  vain  did  we  implore 
his  protection  :  in  vain  appeal  to  the  juflice,  the  gene- 
rofity,  of  Englifhmen — of  men  who  had  been  the  guar¬ 
dians,  the  allertors  and  vindicators  of  liberty  thro’  a 
fucceffion  of  ages  :  men,  who,  with  their  fwords,  had 
eflabl idled  the  firm  barrier  of  freedom,  and  cemented  it 
with  the  blood  of  heroes.  Every  effort  was  vain.  For 
even  whilft  we  were  proftrated  at  the  foot  of  the  throne, 
that  fatal  blow  was  truck,  wffiich  hath  feparated  us  for 
ever.  Thus  fpurned^  contemned,  and  infulted — thus 
driven  by  our  enemies  into  meafures  which  our  fouls  ab¬ 
horred— we  made  a  folemn  appeal  to  the  tribunal  of  un¬ 
erring  wifdom  and  juflice — to  that  Almighty  ruler  of 
princes  whofe  kingdom  is  over  all* 

cc  We  were  then  quite  defencelefs.  Without  arms 
without  ammunition,  without  clothing,  without  fhips, 
without  money,  without  officers  {killed  in  war  ;  with  no 
other  reliance  but  the  bravery  of  our  people  and  the  juflice 
of  our  caufe.  We  had  to  contend  with  a  nation  great  in 
arts  and  in  arms,  whofe  fleets  covered  the  ocean,  whole 
banners  had  waved  in  triumph  thro?  every  quarter  of  the 
globe.  However  unequal  this  contefl:,  our  weaknefs  was 
Hill  farther  increafed  by  the  enemies  which  America  had 
nourifhed  in  her  bofom.  Thus  expofed,  on  the  one 
hand,  to  external  force  and  internal  divifions ;  on  the 
other,  to  be  compelled  to  drink  of  the  bitter  cup  of  (la- 
very,  and  to  go  borrowing  all  our  lives  long  ;  in  this  fad 
alternative,  we  chofe  the  former.  To  this  alternative  we 
were  reduced  by  men,  who,  had  they  been  animated  by 
one  {park  of  generality,  would  have  difdained  to  take 
fuch  mean  advantage  of  our  fituation  ;  or,  had  they  paid 
the  leaf!  regard  to  the  rules  of  juflice,  would  have  con- 
fidered  with  abhorrence  a  propofition  to  injure  thofe  who 
had  faithfully  fought  their  battles,  and  induflrioufly  con¬ 
tributed  to  rear  the  edifice  of  their  glory. 


K 
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cc  But,  however  great  the  injudice  of  our  foes  in  com¬ 
mencing  this  war,  it  is  by  no  means  equal  to  the  cruelty 
with  which  they  have  conduced  it.  The  courfe  of  their 
armies  is  marked  by  rapine  and  devadation.  Thoufands, 
without  didindfion  of  age  or  fex,  have  been  driven  from 
their  peaceful  abodes,  to  encounter  the  rigors  of  incle¬ 
ment  feafons  ;  and  the  face  of  Heaven  hath  been  inful  ted 
by  the  wanton  conflagration  of  defencelefs  towns.  Their 
victories  have  been  followed  by  the  cool  murder  of  men 
no  longer  able  to  relid ;  and  thofe  who  efcaped  from  the 
full  ad:  of  carnage  have  been  expofed,  by  cold,  hunger, 
and  nakednefs,  to  wear  out  a  miferable  exigence  in  the 
tedious  hours  of  confinement,  or  to  become  the  deffroyers 
of  their  countrymen,  of  their  friends,  perhaps,  dreadful 
idea  !  of  their  parents  or  children.  Nor  was  this  the 
outrageous  barbarity  of  an  individual,  but  a  fydem  of  de¬ 
liberate  malice,  flamped  with  the  concurrence  of  the 
Britifh  legiflature,  and  fandtioned  with  all  the  formalities 
of  law.  Nay,  determined  to  diffolve  the  clofeff  bonds  of 
fociety,  they  have  Ifimulated  fervants  to  flay  their  mailers 
in  the  peaceful  hour  of  domeffic  fecurity.  And,  as  if  all 
this  were  infufheient  to  flake  their  third  of  blood,  the  blood 
of  brothers,  of  unoffending  brothers,  they  have  excited 
the  Indians  again!!  us  ;  and  a  general,  who  calls  himfelf 
a  chridian,  a  follower  of  the  merciful  Jefus,  hath  dared 
to  proclaim  to  all  the  world  his  intention  of  letting  loofe 
againfl  us  whole  hods  of  fa  varies,  whofe  rule  of  warfare 
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is  promifeuous  carnage,  who  rejoice  to  murder  the  infant 
fmiling  in  its  mother’s  arms,  to  inflidf  on  their  prifoners 
the  mod  excruciating  torments,  and  exhibit  feenes  of 

O  J 

horror  from  which  nature  recoils. 

“  Were  it  pcdihle,  they  would  have  added  to  this 
terrible  fydem,  for  they  have  offered  the  inhabitants  of 
thefc  dates  to  be  exported  by  their  merchants  to  the  hckly, 
baneful  climes  of  India,  there  to  perifh.  An  offer  not 
accepted  of,  merely  from  the  impradlicability  of  carrying 
it  into  execution. 

cc  Notwithstanding  thefe  great  provocations,  we 
have  treated  fuch  of  them  as  fell  into  our  hands  with 
tendernds,  and  dudioufly  endeavoured  to  alleviate  the 

adlidtions 
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afflictions  of  their  captivity.  This  conduct  we  have  pur- 
filed  fo  far,  as  to  be  by  them  ftigmatized  with  cowardice, 
and  by  our  friends  with  folly.  But  our  dependence  was 
not  upon  man.  It  was  upon  Him  who  hath  commanded 
us  to  love  our  enemies,  and  to  render  good  for  evil.  And 
what  can  be  more  wonderful  than  the  manner  of  our  de¬ 
liverances  ?  How  often  have  we  been  reduced  to  diftrels, 
and  yet  been  raifed  up  ?  When  the  means  to  prolecute  the 
war  have  been  wanting  to  us,  have  not  our  foes  them- 
felves  been  rendered  inftrumental  in  providing  them  ? 
This  hath  been  done  in  fuch  a  variety  of  inftances,  fo 
peculiarly  marked  almoft  by  the  direct  interpofition  of 
Providence,  that  not  to  feel  and  acknowledge  his  pro¬ 
tection,  would  be  the  height  of  impious  ingratitude. 

“  At  length  that  God  of  battles,  in  whom  was  our  truft, 
hath  conduCted  us  through  the  paths  of  danger  and  diftrels 
to  the  threfholds  of  fecurity.  It  hath  now  become  morally 
certain,  that,  if  we  have  courage  to  perfevere,  we  fhall 
eftablifh  our  liberties  and  independence. —  I  he  haughty 
prince,  who  fpurned  us  from  his  feet  with  contumely  and 
difdain,— and  the  parliament  which  proferibed  us,  now 
defeend  to  offer  terms  of  accommodation.  Whilft  in  the 
full  career  of  victory,  they  pulled  off  the  mafk,  and  avowed 
their  intended  defpotifm  :  But,  having  lavifhed  in  vain  the 
blood  and  treafure  of  their  fubjeCIs  in  purfuit  of  this  exe¬ 
crable  purpole,  they  now  endeavour  to  enlnare  us  with  the 
infidious  offers  of  peace.  They  would  feduce  you  into  a 
dependence,  which  neceffarily,  inevitably  leads  to  the  moft 
humiliating  flavery.  And  do  they  believe  that  you  will 
accept  thefe  fatal  "terms?  Becaufe  you  have  fuffered  the 
diftreffes  of  war,  do  they  fuppofe  that  you  will  bafely  lick 
the  duff  before  the  feet  of  your  deftroyers  ?  Can  there  be  an 
American  fo  loft  to  the  feelings  which  adorn  human  nature  ? 
To  the  generous  pride,  the  elevation,  the  dignity  of  free¬ 
dom  ?  Is  there  a  man  who  would  not  abhor  a  dependence 
upon  thofe  who  have  deluged  his  country  in  the  blood  of 
its  inhabitants  ?  We  cannot  fuppofe  this  ;  neither  is  it 
pofftble  that  they  themfelves  can  expeCt  to  make  many 
converts.  What  then  is  their  intention  ?  Is  it  not  to  lull 
you  with  the  fallacious  hopes  of  peace,  until  they  can  aff 
ie ruble  new  armies  to  profecute  their  nefarious  defigns  ? 

K  2,  If 
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If  this  is  not  the  cafe,  why  do  they  flrain  every  nerve  to 
levy  men  throughout  their  iflands  ?  Why  do  they  meanly 
court  each  little  tyrant  of  Europe  to  fell  them  his  unhappy 
haves  ?  Why  do  they  continue  to  embitter  the  minds  of 
the  bavages  againft  you  ?  Surely  this  is  not  the  way  to 
conciliate  the  affections  of  America.  Be  not,  therefore, 
deceived.  You  have  frill  to  exped  one  fevere  conflict! 
1 0111  foreign  alliances,  though  they  fecure  your  inde¬ 
pendence,  cannot  fecure  your  country  from  defolation, 
your  habitations  from  plunder,  your  wives  from  infult  or 
violation,  nor  your  children  from  butchery.  Foiled  in 
tneir  principal  dehgn,  you  muft  expect  to  feel  the  rasje  of 
.appointed  ambition.  Arife  then  1  To  your  tents  !  "And 
gild  you  tor  the  battle!  It  is  time  to  turn  the  headlong 
current  of  vengeance  upon  the  head  of  the  deftroyer. 

ey  1  avf  ^iet|  up  the  meafure  of  their  abominations, 
ana  like  ripe  fruit  muft  foon  drop  from  the  tree,  Altho* 
much  is  aone,  yet  much  remains  to  do.  Fxpedt  not  peace, 
whilft  any  corner  of  America  is  in  poffeffion  of  your  foes, 
1  ou  muft  drive  them  away  from  this  land  of  promife, 
a  land  flowing  indeed  with  milk  and  honey.  Your  brethren 
a<.  the  extremities  of  the  continent  already  implore  your 
friendfhip  and  protection.  It  is  your  duty  to  grant  their 
requeft.  They  hunger  and  thirft  after  liberty.  Be  it  yours 
to  difpenfe  to  them  the  heavenly  gift.  And  what  is  there 
now  to  prevent  it  ? 

CL  After  the  unremitted  efforts  of  our  enemies,  we 
are  ftronger  than  before.  Nor  can  the  wicked  emiffaries, 
who  fo  afliduoufly  labor  to  promote  their  caufe,  point 
out  any  one  reafon  to  fuppofe  that  we  fhall  not  receive 
daily  acccffions  of  ftrength.  They  tell  you,  it  is  true,  that 
your  money  is  of  no  value  ;  and  your  debts  fo  enormous 
they  can  never  be  paid.  But  we  tell  you,  that  if  Britain 
profecutes  the  war  another  campaign,  that  fingle  cam¬ 
paign  will  coft  her  more  than  we  have  hitherto  expended. 
Arid  yet  thefe  men  would  prevail  upon  you  to  take  up 
that  immenfe  load,  and  for  it  to  facrifice  your  deareft  rights. 
For,  furely,  there  is  no  man  fo  abfurd  as  to  fuppofe,  that 
the  leaft  fhadow  of  liberty  can  be  preferved  in  a  dependent 
connexion  with  Great -Britain,  From  the  nature  of  the 
thing  it  is  evident,  that  the  only  fecurity  you  could  ob¬ 
tain, 
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tain,  would  be  the  juftice  and  moderation  of  a  parliament 
who  have  fold  the  right*  of  their  own  conflituents.  And 
this  (lender  fecurity  is  Hill  farther  weakened,  by  the  con- 
fideration  that  it  was  pledged  to  rebels,  (as  they  unjuftly 
call  the  good  people  of  thefe  Hates)  with  whom  they  think 
they  are  not  bound  to  keep  faith  by  any  law  whatfoever. 
Thus  would  you  be  cad  bound  among  men,  whofe  minds 
(by  your  virtuous  refiftence)  have  been  fharpened  to  the 
keenefi:  ed«;e  of  revenge.  Thus  would  your  children,  and 
your  childrens  children,  be,  by  you,  forced  to  a  partici¬ 
pation  in  all  their  debts,  their  wars,  their  luxuries  and 
their  crimes.  And  this  mad,  this  impious  fyftem  they 
would  lead  you  to  adopt,  becaufe  of  the  derangement  of 
your  finances. 

It  becomes  you  deeply  to  refledt  on  this  fubjedt.  Is 
there  a  country  on  earth,  which  hath  fuch  relources  for 
the  payment  of  her  debts  as  America  ?  Such  an  extenfive 
territory  ?  So  fertile,  fo  blefied  in  its  climate  and  pro¬ 
ductions?-  Surely  there  is  none.  Neither  is  there  any  to 
which  the  wife  Europeans  will  fooner  confide  their  pro¬ 
perty.  What  then  are  the  reafons  that  your  money  hath 
depreciated  ?  Becaufe  no  taxes  have  been  impofed  to  carry 
on  the  war.  Becaufe  your  commerce  hath  been  inter¬ 
rupted  by  your  enemy’s  fleets.  Becaufe  their  armies  have 
ravaged  and  defolated  a  part  of  your  country,  Becaute 
their  agents  have  villainoufly  counterfeited  your  bills. 
Becaufe  extortioners  among  you,  inflamed  with  the  lull 
of  gain,  have  added  to  the  price  of  every  article  of  life. 
And  becaufe  weak  men  have  been  artfully  led  to  believe 
that  it  is  of  no  value.  How  is  this  dangerous  dileale  to 
be  remedied  ?  Let  thofe  among  you,  who  have  leifure  and 
opportunity,  colled!  the  monies  which  individuals  in  their 
neighbourhood  are  defirous  of  placing  in  the  public  funds. 
Let  the  feveral  legiflatures  fink  their  refpedtive  emiflions, 
that  fo,  there  being  but  one  kind  of  bills,  there  may  be 
lefs  danger  of  counterfeits.  Refrain  a  little  while  from 
purchafing  thofe  things  which  are  not  abfolutely  necef- 
fary,  that  fo  thofe  who  have  eno-rofled  commodities  may 
fuller  (as  they  defervedly  will)  the  lofs  of  their  ill-gotten 
hoards,  by  reafon  of  the  commerce  with  foreign  nations, 
which  their  fleets  will  protect.  Above  all,  bring  forward 
,  your 


fate***. 
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your  armies  Into  the  field.  Truft  not  to  appearances  of 
peace  or  fafety.  Be  allured  that,  unlels  you  perfevere,  von 
will  be  expofed  to  every  fpccies  of  barbarity.  But  if  you 
exert  the  means  of  defence  which  God  and  nature  have 
given  you,  the  time  will  foon  arrive  when  every  man  fhall 
lit  under  his  own  vine  and  under  his  own  fig-tree,  and 
there  fhall  oe  none  to  make  him  afraid. 


c  c  np  t*  f 

i  hk  tweets  of  a  free  commerce  with  every  part  of 
the  earth  will  foon  reimburfe  you  for  all  the  Ioffes  you 
have  fuftained.  I  he  full  tide  of  wealth  will  flow  in  upon 
vour  Chores,  free  from  the  arbitrary  impofitions  of  thofe 
whofe  intereff  and  whofe  declared  policy  it  was  to  check 
your  growth.  Your  intereffs  will  be  foflered  and  nourifhed 
by  governments  that  derive  their  power  from  your  grant, 
and  will  therefore  be  obliged,  by  the  influence  of  cogent 
neceffity,  to  exert  it  in  your  favor. 


tc  It  is  to  obtain  thefe  things  that  we  call  for  your 
ffrenuous,  unremitted  exertions.  Yet  do  not  believe  that 
you  have  been  or  can  be  faved  merely  by  your  own 
ffrength.  No  !  It  is  by  the  afliftance  of  Heaven,  and  this 
you  muff  affiduoufly  cultivate  by  a£ts  which  Heaven  ap¬ 
proves.  Thus  fhall  the  power  and  the  happmefs  of  thefe 
fovereign,  free  and  independent  States,  founded  on  the 
virtue  of  their  citizens,  increafe,  extend  and  endure,  until 
the  Almighty  fhall  blot  out  all  the  empires  of  the  earth.” 


On  the  6th  of  June  the  Congrefs  received  a  letter  of  the 
27th  of  May  from  lord  Howe,  and  one  of  the  3d  of  June 
from  general  Clinton,  accompanied  with  three  a£ts  of  par¬ 
liament  :  they  were  as  follows, 


Philadelphia ,  May  27, 


1778. 


X 


A.  V  I  N  O,  by  a  packet  juft  arrived  from  Great- 
Britain,  received  the  King's  commands  to  trans¬ 
mit  to  the  Congrefs,  and  the  Commander  in  Chief  of 
their  troops,  the  copies  of  two  a£ts,  palled  this  feflion  of 
Parliament,  for  quieting  the  diforders  now  fubflfting  in 
thefe  colonies,  and  preparing  the  way  for  the  return  of 

peace3 
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peace,  I  embrace  the  carlieft  opportunity  to  forward  the 
inclofed  copies  of  thofe  adts,  and  of  one  other  add  relating 
to  the  government  of  the  province  of  Maffachufetts-Bay, 
for  the  information  of  the  Congrefs  thereon  ;  molt:  fin- 
cerely  hoping  this  communication  will  be  produdtive  of 
the  defired  good  effedts.  I  am,  with  due  confideration, 
Sir, 

Tour  7noJi  obedient  fervant , 

Henry  Laurens ,  Efq ;  Howe. 

Prefident  of  the  Congrefs . 

Head- Quarters,  Philadelphia ,  June  3,  1778. 

SIR, 

«  J  AM  diredled  to  tranfmit  to  Congrefs,  and  the  Com- 
A  mander  in  Chief  of  their  troops,  printed  copies  of 
three  conciliatory  acts  of  Parliament  :  Let  me  add  my 
mod:  fincere  wifhes,  that  they  may  produce  the  definable 
effedd  which  is  hoped  from  them.  I  have  the  honor  to 
be,  Sir, 

Tour  mof  obedient  and 

Aloft  humble  fervant , 

Henry  Laurens ,  Efq\  H.  Clinton.” 

Pr  eft  dent  of  the  Congrefs . 

cc  An  Act  for  repealing  an  adl,  pajfed  in  the  fourteenth  year 
of  his  prefent  Majefys  reign ,  intituled ,  An  Add  for  the 
better  regulating  the  government  of  the  province  of  the 
Maflachufetts-Bay,  in  New-England. 

“  WHEREAS  the  province  of  theMaflachufetts- 
VV  Bay  had  for  many  years  been  governed  under  a 
charter,  granted  by  their  late  Majefties  King  William 
and  Queen  Mary  :  And  whereas  an  add,  palled  in  the. 
fourteenth  year  of  his  prefent  Majefdy’s  reign,  intituled. 
An  Adi  for  the  better  regulating  the  government  of  the  pro¬ 
vince  of  the  Alaffachufetts-Bay ,  in  New-England ,  has  been 
found  to  create  great  uneafinefies  in  the  minds  of  the  in¬ 
habitants  of  the  laid  province,  and  has  occafioned  jea- 
loufies  and  apprehenfions  of  danger  to  their  liberties  and 
rights  in  feveral  other  of  the  colonies  and  plantations  in 
North- America  :  For  quieting  and  extinguifhing  fuch 
uneafinefles  and  apprehenfions,  be  it  enadted  by  the 

T r  *  » 
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King’s  mod:  excellent  Majeldy,  by  and  with  the  ad vlct 
and  con  fen  t  of  the  Lords  fpiritual  and  temporal,  and 
Commons,  in  this  prefent  Parliament  affembled,  and  by 
the  authority  of  the  fame,  That,  from  and  after  the  paffing 
ot  this  add,  the  faid  add,  ol  the  fourteenth  year  of  the  rei^n 

his  prelent  Majelty,  be,  and  the  fame  is  hereby  re¬ 
pealed  T  J 

An  Aft  for  removing  a il  doubts  and  apprehenfons  concerning 
taxation  by  the  Parliament  of  Great- Britain  in  any  of  the 
colonics ,  provinces ,  and  plantations  in  North- America ,  and 
the  Weft -Indies  ;  and  for  repealing  fo  much  of  an 
made  in  the  feventh  year  of  the  reign  of  his  prefent  Majefy^ 
as  impofes  a  duty  on  tea  imported  from  Great-Britain  into 
any  colony  or  plantation  in  America ,  or  relates  thereto . 


tc 


II EREA  S  taxation  by  the  Parliament  of  Great- 
Britain,  for  the  purpofe  of  railing  a  revenue  in  his 
Majeldy’s  colonies,  provinces,  and  plantations,  in  North- 
America,  has  been  found  by  experience  to  occafion  great 
uneafinefies  and  diforders  among  his  Majelty’s  faithful 
fubjetSds,  who  may  neverthelefs  be  difpofed  to  acknow¬ 
ledge  the  juftice  of  contributing  to  the  common  defence 
of  the  empire,  provided  fuch  contribution  fhould  be 
raifed  under  the  authority  of  the  General  Court,  or  Ge¬ 
neral  Aflembly,  of  each  refpeddive  colony,  province,  or 
plantation  :  And  whereas,  in  order  as  well  to  remove  the 
laid  uneafinefles,  and  to  quiet  the  minds  of  his  Majeldy’s 
iubjedds  who  may  be  difpofed  to  return  to  their  allegiance, 
as  to  reftore  the  peace  and  welfare  of  all  his  Majeldy’s  do¬ 
minions,  it  is  expedient  to  declare  that  the  King  and  Par¬ 
liament  of  Great-Britain  will  not  impofe  any  duty,  tax, 
or  aiTefsment,  for  the  purpofe  of  railing  a  revenue  in  any 
of  the  colonies,  provinces,  or  plantations  :  May  it  pleafe 
your  Majefly  that  it  may  be  declared  and  enabled;  and  it 
is  hereby  declared  and  chadded  by  the  King’s  molt  excel¬ 
lent  Majefty,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  con  fen  t  of  the 
Lords  fpiritual  and  temporal,  and  Commons,  in  this  pre¬ 
fent  Parliament  aflemblcd,  and  by  the  authority  of  the 
fame,  That,  from  and  after  the  palling  of  this  add,  the 
King  and  Parliament  of  Great-Britain  will  not  impofe 
any  duty,  tax,  or  affefsment  whatever,  payable  in  any  of 


North- America,  or  the  Weft-Indies ;  except  only  fuch 
duties  as  it  may  be  expedient  to  impofe  for  the  regulation 
of  commerce  ;  the  net  produce  of  fuch  duties  to  be  always 
paid  and  applied  to  and  for  the  ufe  of  the  colony,  province, 
or  plantation*  in  which  the  fame  Ihall  be  refpedtively  le¬ 
vied,  in  fuch  manner  as  other  duties  collected  by  the  au¬ 
thority  of  the  refpeCtive  General  Courts,  or  General  Al- 
femblies,  of  fuch  colonies,  provinces,  or  plantations,  are 
ordinarily  paid  and  applied 0 

cc  And  he  it  further  enabled  hy  the  authority  aforefaid, \ 
That,  from  ana  after  the  palling  of  this  a£t,  fo  much  of 
an  a£t,  made  in  the  feventh  year  of  his  prefent  Majefty’s 
reign,  intituled,  An  Ac!  for  granting  certain  duties  in  the 
Briti/h  colonies  and  plantations  in  America  ;  for  allowing  a 
drawback  of  the  duties  of  cufoms  upon  the  exportation  from  this 
kingdom  of  coffee  and  cocoa  nuts  of  the  produce  of  the  Jaid  colo¬ 
nies  or  plantations ;  for  difeontinuing  the  drawbacks  payable  on 
China  earthen  ware  exported  to  America  ;  and  for  more  effec¬ 
tually  preventing  the  clandejline  running  of  goods  in  the  faid  co¬ 
lonies  and  plantations ;  as  impofes  a  duty  on  tea  imported 
from  Great-Britain  into  any  colony  or  plantation  in 
America,  or  has  relation  to  the  faid  duty,  be,  and  the  fame 
is  hereby  repealed.” 

An  Act  to  enable  his  Majefy  to  appoint  Commiffioners  with 
fuff  cient  powers  to  treaty  confult ,  and  agree  upon  the  means 
of  quieting  the  diforders  now  fubfijling  in  certain  of  the  co¬ 
lonies ,  plantations ,  and  provinces  of  North- America. 


O  R  the  quieting  and  extinguifhing  of  divers 


r  jealoufies  and  mifapprehenfions  of  danger  to 
their  liberties  and  legal  rights,  which  have  milled  many 
of  his  Majeftv’s  fubjecis  in  the  colonies,  provinces,  and 
plantations  of  New-Hampfhire,  Maflachufetts-Bay, 
Rhode-Bland,  Connecticut,  New-York,  New-Jerfey, 
Pennfyl vania,  the  Three  Lower  Counties  on  Delaware, 
Maryland,  Virginia,  North-Carolina,  South-Carolina, 
and  Georgia,  ;  and  for  a  full  manifeftation  of  the  juft  and 
gracious  purpofes  of  his  Majefty,  and  his  Parliament,  to 


enjoyment 
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enjoyment  offuch  liberties  and  rights  ;  be  it  enacted  by  the 
King's  moft  excellent  Majefty,  by  and  with  the  advice 
and  content  of  the  Lords  fpiritual  and  temporal,  and 
Commons,  in  this  prefent  Parliament  affembled,  and  by 
the  authority  of  the  fame,  that  it  fhall  and  may  be  lawful 
tor  his  Majefty,  from  time  to  time,  by  letters  patent  un¬ 
der  the  great  leal  of  Great-Britain^  to  authorife  and  im- 
power  five  able  and  fufEcient  perfons,  or  any  three  of 
them,  to  treat,  confult,  and  agree  with  fuch  body  or  bo¬ 
dies  political  and  corporate,  or  with  fuch  affembly  or 
ademblies  of  men,  or  with  any  per  foil  or  perfons  what- 
ioever,  of  and  concerning  any  grievances,  or  complaints 
of  grievances,  exifting,  or  fuppofed  to-  exit!,  in  the  go¬ 
vernment  of  any  of  the  faid  colonies,  provinces,  or  plan¬ 
tations  refpectively,  or  in  the  laws  and  flatutes  of  this 
realm  refpedting  the  fame  ;  and  of  or  concerning  any  aid 
or  contribution  to  be  furnifhed  by  all  or  any  of  the  faid 
colonies,  provinces,  or  plantations  refpedtively,  for  the 
common  defence  of  this  realm,  and  the  dominions  there¬ 
unto  belonging  ;  and  of  and  concerning  any  other  regu¬ 
lations,  provifions,  matters,  and  things,  neceflary  or 
convenient  for  the  honor  of  his  Majefty,  and  his  Par¬ 
liament,  and  for  the  common  good  of  all  his  fubjecls* 

6C  Provided  alfo ,  and  be  it  further  enadfed  and  declared , 

That  no  regulation,  provifion,  matter,  or  thing,  fo  pro- 
pofed,  treated,  con  ful  ted,  or  agreed,  fhall  have  any  other 
force  or  effedf,  or  be  carried  further  into  execution,  than 
is  herein  after  mentioned  and  provided,  until  the  fame 
fhall  have  been  confirmed  by  Parliament. 

£C  Provided  alfo ,  and  be  it  further  enadted  by  the  authority 
afjrefaid ,  That  in  order  to  facilitate  the  good  purpofes  of 
this  adt,  his  Majelty  may  lawfully  enable  the  faid  com- 
miffioners,  or  any  three  of  them,  from  time  to  time,  to 
order  and  proclaim  a  ceflation  of  hoffilities,  on  the  part 
of  his  Majcffy’s  forces,  by  fea  or  land,  for  any  time,  and 
under  any  conditions  or  reftridfions ;  and  fuch  order  and 
proclamation  to  revoke  and  annul  in  the  fame  manner  and 
form. 
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And  be  it  further  enabled.  That  it  (hall  and  may  be 
lawful  for  his  Majefty,  by  fuch  letters  patent  as  aforefaid, 
to  authorife  and  impower  the  faid  Commiftioners,  or  any 
three  of  them,  by  proclamation  under  their  reipeclive 
hands  and  feals,  from  time  to  time,  to  lufpend  the  ope¬ 
ration  and  effedl  of  a  certain  adt  of  Parliament,  made 
and  paffed  in  the  fixteenth  year  of  the  reign  of  his  p refen t 
Majefty,  for  prohibiting  all  trade  and  intercourfe  with 
certain  colonies  and  plantations  therein  named,  and  for 
the  other  purpofes  therein  alfo  mentioned,  or  any  of  the 
proviftons  or  reftridlions  therein  contained  ;  fpecifying  in 
fuch  proclamation  at  what  times  and  places  refpedlively, 
and  with  what  exceptions  and  reftridlions,  and  under 
what  pafles  and  clearances,  in  lieu  of  thofe  heretofore  di¬ 
rected  by  any  adf  or  adls  of  Parliament  for  regulating  the 
trade  of  the  colonies  or  plantations,  the  faid  fufpenfion 
{hall  take  effedl ;  and  the  faid  fufpenfion  and  proclamation, 
in  the  fame  manner  and  form,  to  annul  and  revoke. 

cc  And  be  it  further  enabled  by  the  authority  aforefaid , 
That  it  {hall  and  may  be  lawful  for  his  Majefty,  by  fuch 
letters  patent  as  aforefaid,  to  authorife  and  impower  the 
faid  Commiftioners,  or  any  three  of  them,  to  fufpend  in 
any  places,  and  for  anv  times  during  the  continuance  of 
this  adl,  the  operation  and  effedl  of  any  adl  or  adls  of  Par¬ 
liament  which  have  palled  fince  the  tenth  day  of  Fe¬ 
bruary,  One  thoufana  feven  hundred  and  fixty-three,  and 
which  relate  to  any  of  his  Majefty’s  faid  colonies,  pro¬ 
vinces,  or  plantations,  in  North- America,  fo  far  as  the 
fame  does  relate  to  them  ;  or  the  operation  and  effedl  of 
any  claufe,  or  any  provifion  or  matter  therein  contained, 
fo  far  as  fuch  claufes,  provifions  or  matters  relate  to  any 
of  the  faid  colonies,  provinces,  or  plantations.. 

cc  And  it  is  hereby  enabled  by  the  authority  aforefaid ,  That 
it  {hall  and  may  be  lawful  for  his  Majefty,  by  iuch  letters 
patent  as  aforefaid,  to  authorife  and  impower  the  laid 
Commiftioners,  or  any  three  of  them,  and  they  are  hereby 
authorifed  and  impowered,  to  grant  a  pardon  or  pardons 
to  any  number  or  description  of  perfons  within  the  faid 
colonies,  provinces,  or  plantations. 

L  % 


Sir 
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And,  that  no  let  or  hindrance  may  happen  from  the 
vacancy  of  the  office  of  governor  and  commander  in  chief 

WV7  l  thC  r‘d  C0!°n,tS;  Provinces  or  plantations  re- 
lpectiveJy,  or  from  the  abfence  of  fuch  officer  from  his 

ThTtTffi  Vl  Be  !l  further  matted  h  the  authority  aforefaid, 
J  hat  it  fliall  and  may  be  lawful  for  his  Majefty,  by  fuch 

e  ters  patent  as  aforefaid,  to  authorife  anti  impower  the 

a,d  Commtffioners,  or  any  three  of  them,  in  any  of  the 

f  col,on'f;  Provinces  or  plantations  refnedtivelv 
wherein  his  Majefty  hath  ufually  heretofore  nominated  and’ 


.  tic%  hath  ufually  heretofore  nominated  and 

a  ponited  a  governor  ,  to  nominate  and  appoint,  from 

•  e  to  tune,  by  any  inftrument  under  their  hands  and 

hfeV  r  Propei'  Per(°n  t0  be  the  governor  and  commander 
f;„r  'e  ",  and  for  any  fuch  colony,  province,  or  planta- 
•  to  bave>  hold,  and  exercife  the  faid  office  of  Go¬ 
vernor  and  commander  in  chief  in  and  for  fuch  colony 
o.  plantation  refpeftively,  with  all  fuch  powers  and  au- 
orities  as  any  governor  of  fuch  province  heretofore  an- 
pout  c  y  his  Majefty  might  or  could  have  exercifed,  in 
as  full  and  ample  manner  and  form  as  if  fuch  governor 
an  commander  in  chief  had  been  nominated  and  ap¬ 
pointed  by  his  Majefty’s  letters  patent  or  commiffion  ; 
and  for  that  purpofe,  if  need  be,  to  revoke,  annul,  and 
make  void,  any  commiffion  or  letters  patent  heretofore 

granted  for  appointing  any  fuch  governor  and  commander 
in  chief. 


.  “  Andbe  it  further  emitted.  That  this  afl  fhall  con- 
tmue^to  be  in  force  until  the  firft  day  of  June,  One 
thou  land  icvcn  hundred  and  fcventy-ninc»,> 


To  which  the  following  anfwers  were  returned  : 


cc 


Vork-Town ,  June  6 ,  1778. 
My  Lord,  ‘ 

II A  V  E  had  the  honor  of  laying  your  Lord- 
Lip  s  letter  of  the  27th  of  May,  with  the  adts  of 
tne  Bntifh  I  arjiainent  incloled,  before  Congrefs  ,  and  I 
HiH  inftrudled  to  acquaint  your  Lordfhip,  that  they  have 
already  expreffed  their  fentiments  upon  bills,  not  eilcn- 
tiady  different  from  thofe  adts,  iji  a  publication  of  the  22d 
of  April  htt. 


mm 


Your 
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££  Your  Lordfhip  may  be  affured,  that  when  the  King 
of  Great-Britain  {hall  be  ferioufly difpofed  to  put  an  end 
to  the  unprovoked  and  cruel  war  waged  again  ft  thefe 
United  States,  Congrefs  will  readily  attend  to  fuch  terms 
of  peace  as  may  confift  with  the  honor  of  independent 
nations,  the  intereft  of  their  conftituents,  and  the  facred 
regard  they  mean  to  pay  to  treaties.  I  am,  my  Lord, 
with  all  due  confideration, 

Tour  Lordjhip* s  mojl  obedient  fervant , 

ford  Howe.  Henry  Laurens, 

Prefidcnt  of  Congrefs 

York-Town ,  June  6,  1778. 

SIR, 

t 

u  T  HAVE  had  the  honor  of  laying  your  letter  of 
X  the  3d  inftant,  with  the  a£fs  of  the  Britifh  Par¬ 
liament  which  came  inclofed,  before  Congrefs ;  and  I  am 
intruded  to  acquaint  you,  Sir,  that  they  have  already  ex- 
preffed  their  fentiments  upon  bills,  not  efTentially  dif¬ 
ferent  from  thofe  adfs,  in  a  publication  of  the  22d  of  April 
I  aft, ' 

cc  Be  affured,  Sir,  when  the  King  of  Great-Britain 
fhall  be  ferioufly  difpofed  to  put  an  end  to  the  unprovoked 
and  cruel  war  waged  againft  thefe  United  States,  Con¬ 
grefs  will  readily  attend  to  fuch  terms  of  peace  as  may 
confift  with  the  honor  of  independent  nations,  the  in¬ 
tereft  of  their  conftituents,  and  the  facrcd  regard  they  mean 
%o  pay  to  treaties.  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 


Tour  mojl  obedient ,  and 

Mojl  bumble  fervant , 

H  E  N  R  Y  L  A  U  R  F.  N  S, 
P ref  dent  of  Congrefs  P 

Jdis  Excellency 

Sir  Henry  Clinton ,  K .  B,  Phi  lad. 
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On  the  13th  of  June  a  letter  of  the  nth  was  received 
from  Lord  Carlifle,  William  Eden,  and  George  John- 
Itone,  efquires,  with  copies  of  the  three  afts  above  men¬ 
tioned,  and  of  a  commiflion  from  the  King  of  Great- 
Eritain  to  the  Earl  of  Carlifle,  Lord  Vifcount  Howe 
Sir  William  Howe,  or  in  his  abfence  Sir  Henrv  Clinton’ 

William  Eden,  and  George  Johnflone  ;  the  letter  was 
as  follows : 

“  Gentlemen, 

WITH  an  earneft  defire  to  Hop  the  further  eff 
fufion  of  blood  and  the  calamities  of  war,  we 
communicate  to  you,  with  the  leaft  poffible  delay  after 
our  arrival  in  this  city,  a  copy  of  the  commifflon  with 
which  his  Majefty  is  pleafed  to  honor  us,  as  alfo  the  ads 
oi  Parliament  on  which  it  is  founded.  And,  at  the  fame 
time  that  we  allure  you  of  our  moft  earneft  defire  to  re*? 
eftablifh,  on  the  bafis  ot  equal  freedom  and  mutual  fafety, 
the  tranquillity  of  this  once  happy  empire,  you  will  ob- 
ierve  that  we  are  veiled  with  powers  equal  to  the  purpofe, 
and  fuch  as  are  even  unprecedented  in  the  annals  of  our 


<c  In  the  prefent  ilate  of  our  affairs,  though  fraught 
with  fubjeds  of  mutual  regret,  all  parties  may  draw  fome 
degree  of  confolation,  and  even  aufpicious  hope,  from 
the  recolledion  that  cordial  reconciliation  and  affedion 
have,  in  our  own  and  other  empires,  fucceeded  to  con¬ 
tentions  and  temporary  divifions  not  lefs  violent  than 
thofe  we  now  experience. 

We  wifh  not  to  recall  fubjeds  which  are  now  no 
longer  in  controverfy,  and  will  referve  to  a  proper  time 
of  dncuilion,  both  the  hopes  of  mutual  benefit,  and  the 
confideration  of  evils,  that  may  naturally  contribute  to 
determine  your  refolutions,  as  well  as  our  own,  on  this 
important  occafion. 

cc  The  ads  of  Parliament  which  we  tranfmit  to  you 
having  paffed  with  lingular  unanimity,  will  fufficiently 
evince  the  difpofition  of  Great-Britain,  and  fhew  that  the 

terms 
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terfns  of  agreement  in  contemplation  with  his  Majefty 
and  with  Parliament  are  fuch  as  come  up  to  every  with 
that  North -America,  either  in  the  hour  of  temperate 
deliberation  or  of  the  utmoft  apprehenfion  of  danger  to 
liberty,  has  exprefled, 

cc  More  effectually  todemonftrate  our  good  intentions, 
we  think  proper  to  declare,  even  in  this  our  firft  commu¬ 
nication,  that  we  are  difpofed  to  concur  in  every  fatisfac- 
tory  and  juft  arrangement  towards  the  following  among 
other  purpofes  : 

“  To  confent  to  a  ceflation  of  hoftilities,  both  by  fea 
and  land. 

ct  To  reftore  free  intercourfe,  to  revive  mutual  affec¬ 
tion,  and  renew  the  common  benefits  of  naturalization, 
through  the  feveral  parts  of  this  empire* 

u  To  extend  every  freedom  to  trade  that  our  refpec- 
tive  interefts  can  require. 

u  To  agree  that  no  military  forces  {hall  be  kept  up  in 
the  different  ftates  of  North- America,  without  the  con¬ 
fent  of  the  general  Congrefs  or  particular  Alfemblies. 

cc  To  concur  in  meafures  calculated  to  difcharge  the 
debts  of  America,  and  to  raife  the  credit  and  value  of  the 
paper  circulation. 

u  To  perpetuate  our  union  by  a  reciprocal  deputation 
of  an  agent  or  agents  from  the  different  States,  wrho 
fhall  have  the  privilege  of  a  feat  and  voice  in  the  Parlia¬ 
ment  of  Great-Britain  ;  or,  if  fent  from  Britain,  in  that 
Cafe  to  have  a  feat  and  voice  in  the  Aflemblies  of  the  dif¬ 
ferent  States  to  which  they  may  be  deputed  relpe£tively, 
in  order  to  attend  the  feveral  interefts  of  thofe  by  whom 
they  are  deputed. 

cc  In  fhort,  to  eftablifh  the  power  of  the  refpedfive  le- 
giflatures  in  each  particular  State,  to  fettle  its  revenue, 
its  civil  and  military  eftablifhment,  and  to  exercife  a  per¬ 
fect 
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feet  freedom  of  legiflation  and  internal  government,  kj 
that  the  British  States  throughout  North-America,  a&’ino- 
with  us  in  peace  and  war  under  one  common  fovereimf 
may  have  the  irrevocable  enjoyment  of  every  privilege5 
that  is  Short  of  a  total  feparation  of  interefts,  or  confident 
With  that  union  of  force,  on  which  the  fafety  of  our  com¬ 
mon  religion  and  liberty  depends. 

In  our  anxiety  for  preferring  thofe  facred  and  eflen- 
tial  interefts,  we  cannot  help  taking  notice  of  the  inSN 
dious  interposition  of  a  power,  which  has,  from  the  firft 
Settlement  of  thefe  colonies,  been  adfuated  with  enmity 
to  us  both.  And  notwithstanding  the  pretended  date  or 
p refen t  form  of  the  French  offers  to  North-America,  yet 
it  is  notorious  that  thefe  were  made  in  confequence  of  the 
plans  of  accommodation  previoufly  concerted  in  Great- 
Britain,  and  with  a  view  to  prevent  our  reconciliation^ 
and  to  prolong  this  deftrudtive  war, 

“  But  we  truft  that  the  inhabitants  of  North-America* 
connected  with  us  by  the  neareft  ties  of  confanguinity. 
Speaking  the  fame  language,  interested  in  the  prefervation 
of  Similar  institutions,  remembering  the  former  happy  in- 
tercourfe  of  good  offices,  and  forgetting  recent  ammo- 
fities,  will  Shrink  from  the  thought  of  becoming  an  ac- 
ceilion  of  force  to  our  late  mutual  enemy,  and  will  prefer 
a  firm,  a  free  and  perpetual  coalition  with  the  parent 
Slate,  to  an  infmeere  and  unnatural  foreign  alliance. 

iC  This  difpatch  will  be  delivered  to  you  by  Dodtor 
fergufon,  the  Secretary  to  his  Majeftv’s  Commifiiona 
And  for  further  explanation  and  diffusion  of  every  tub- 
jeef  of  difference,  we  defire  to  meet  with  you,  either  col- 
ledtively  or  by  deputation,  at  New-York,  Philadelphia, 
York- Town,  or  inch  other  place  as  you  may  propofe. 
We  think  it  right,  however  to  apprize  you,  that  his  Ma- 
jeSfy  s  inftrudtions,  as  well  as  our  own  defire  to  remove 
from  the  immediate  feat  of  war,  in  the  adtive  operations 
of  which  we  cannot  take  any  part,  may  induce  us  Speedi¬ 
ly  to  remove  to  New-York  :  But  the  Commander  in 
Chief  of  h  is  Majefty’s  land  forces,  who  is  joined  with  us 
in  this  commiflion,  will,  if  it  Should  become  eligible,  either 

concur 
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Concur  with  us  in  a  fufpenfion  6f  hoftilities,  or  will  fur- 
juilh  all  necellary  pallports  and  fafe  conduct  to  facilitate 
our  meeting,  and  we  fhall  of  courfe  expedt  the  fame 

of  you. 

«  If,  after  the  time  that  may  be  neceflary  to  con- 
fider  this  communication  and  tranlfnit  your  anfwer,  the 
horrors  and  devaftations  of  war  fhould  continue,  we  cad 
God  and  the  world  to  witnefs,  that  the  evils  which  muff 
follow,  are  not  to  be  imputed  to  Great-Britain  :  And  we 
cannot,  without  the  moll  real  forrow,  anticipate  the 
profped  of  calamities,  which  we  feel  the  moil  ardent  de- 
fire  to  prevent.  We  are,  with  perfecl  refpect, 

Gentlemen, 


Tour  mojl  obedient  and  moft  humble  fervdnts j 

Carlisle, 

W  m.  Ed  e  n. 

Geo.  Johnstone.” 


Philadelphia , 
tyh  June ,  1778, 

To  his  Excellency  HEN  RY  LAUREN  S,  the  Prejident , 
and  other  the  Members  of  Congrefs . 

Gentlemen, 

“  M^HE  difpatch  inclofed  with  this  was  carried  this 


T 


morning  to  the  nearelt  poft  of  General  Wa- 
fhington’s  army  by  Dodtor  Fergufon,  Secretary  to  his 
Majefty’s  CommilTion  for  reftoring  peace,  &c.  but  he  not 
finding  a  pafiport,  has  returned  to  this  place.  In  order  to 
avoid  every  unneceflary  delay,  we  now  again  fend  it  by 
the  ordinary  conveyance  of  your  military  polls.  As  foon 
as  the  paffport  arrives,  Dodlor  Fergufon  fhall  wait  upon 
you  according  to  our  firft  arrangement.  We  are,  with 
perfect  refpedt,  Gentlemen. 

Tour  mojl  obedient  and  ?mjl  humble  [ervants* 


Philad .  June,  1778. 


Carlisle, 

W  m.  Eden, 

Geo.  Johnstone. 

M  Thjb 
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The  Commifflon  was  as  follows-: 

“  GEORGE  the  Third,  by  the  grace  of  God,  of  Great- 

and  ^relm^  King,  Defender  of  the 

“  J°  ™rrrf‘.  trufy  and  right  ■Well-beloved coufin  and  com- 
Jehor  Frederick  Earl  of  Car  life,  Knight  of  the  mojl  ant  lent 
Order  of  the  n, fi  e  -  our  right  trujly  and  well-beloved  cou- 
fn  amt '  counfellor  Richard  Lord  Vijcount  Howe,  of  our  kinr- 
doni  oj  Ireland ;  our  trujly  and  well  beloved  Mr  William 
f0WK  Knight  of  toe  mojl  honorable  Order  of  the  Bath 
Lieutenant-  General  of  our  forces.  General  and  Commander 
in  Lioiej  cj  ail  and  fmgular  our  forces  employed ,  or  to  be 
employed  within  our  colonies  in  North- America,  lying  upon 
tic  Atlantic  ocean ,  from  Nova  Scotia  on  the  North  to  Well - 
Florida  on  the  South,  both  inclufwe  ;  William  Eden,  Efr 
&ne  of  our  Commijfioners  for  trade  and  plantations',  and 
George  johnjlone,  Efq  Captain  in  our  royal  nav\\ 
Greeting  :  J7 


WHEREAS,  in  and  by  our  commiffion  and 
letters  patent,  under  our  great  feal  of  Great- 
Britain,  bearing  date  on  or  about  the" 6th  dav  of  May  in 
the  10th  year  of  our  reign,  we  did,  out  of  our  earneft  de- 
lire  to  deliver  all  our  fubjedts  and  every  part  of  the  do¬ 
minions  belonging  to  our  crown  from  the  calamities  of 
war,  and  to  reft  ore  them  to  our  protection  and  peace* 
nominate  and  appoint  our  right  trufty  and  well  beloved 
comm  and  counfellor  Richard  Lord  VifcountBowe,  of  ouf 
kingdom  of  Ireland,  and  our  trufty  and  well  beloved  Wil- 
liam  Howe,  Efq;  now  Sir  William  Howe,  Knight  of  the 
Bath,  Major  General  of  our  forces,  and  General  of  our 
forces  in  North-America  only,  and  each  of  them,  jointly 
and  feverally,  to  be  our  Comm iftioner  and  Commiftioners  in 
that  behalf,  to  fo  perform  and  execute  all  the  powers  and 
authorities  in  and  by  the  faid  commiftion  and  letters  pa¬ 
tent  entrufted  and  committed  to  them,  and  each  of  them* 
according  to  the  tenor  of  fuch  letters  patent,  and  of  fuch 
further  mftrudtions  as  they  jfhould  from  time  to  tune  re— 
<(ive  under  our  fignet  or  fign  manual,  to  have,  hold,  exe¬ 
cute  and  enjoy  the  faid  office  and  place,  offices  and 
places,  of  our  Commiffioner  and  Commiftioners,  as  therein 
mentioned;,  with  all  rights,  members  and  appurtenances 

there- 
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thereunto  belonging,  together  with  all  and  Angular  the 
powers  and  authorities  thereby  granted  unto  them,  the 
faid  Lord  Vifcount  Howe  and  General  William  Howe, 
and  each  of  them,  for  and  during  our  will  and  pleafuie 
and  no  longer,  in  fuch  manner  and  form,  as  in  and  by 
pur  faid  recited  commiflion  and  letters  patent,  1  elation 
being  thereunto  had,  may,  among  divers  other  things 
therein  contained,  more  fully  and  at  large  appear.  And 
whereas,  for  the  quieting  and  extinguifhing  of  divers  jea- 
loufies  and  apprehenfions  of  danger  to  their  liberties  and 
rights,  which  have  alarmed  many  of  our  fubjedts  in  the 
colonies,  provinces  and  plantations  of  New-Hampfhire, 
MafTachufetts-Bay,  Rhode-Ifland,  Connecticut,  New- 
York,  Newrjerfey,  Pennlylvania,  with  the  three  Lower 
Counties  on  Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North- 
Carolina,  .South  -Carolina,  and  Georgia,  and  for  a  fuller 
jnanifeftation  of  our  julf  and  gracious  purpofes  and  thofe 
of  our  Parliament,  to  maintain  and  fecure  all  our  fubjedts 
in  the  clear  and  perfedt  enjoyment  of  their  liberties  and 
rights,  it  is,  in  and  by  a  certain  act  made  and  palled  in 
this  prefent  feffions  of  Parliament,  intituled,  An  Adt  to 
enable  his  Majefty  to  appoint  Commiffioners,  with  fuffi- 
cient  powers  to  treat,  confult  and  agree  upon  the  means 
of  quieting  the  difordcrs  now  fubfifting  in  certain  of  the 
colonies,  plantations  and  provinces  of  North -America, 
among  other  things  enacted,  that  it  (hall  and  may  be  law¬ 
ful  for  his  Majefty,  from  time  to  time,  by  letters  patent  un¬ 
der  the  great  feal  of  Great-Britain,to  authorife  and  empower 
five  able  and  fufficient  perfons,  or  any  three  of  them,  to 
do  and  perform  fuch  adts  and  things,  and  to  ufe  and  ex¬ 
ecute  fuch  authorities  and  powers  as  in  the  faid  add  are  for 
that  purpofe  mentioned,  provided  and  created.  And 
whereas  we  are  earned ly  defirous  to  carry  into  full  and 
perfedt  execution  the  feveral  juft  and  gracious  purpofes 
abovementioned  ;  Now  know  ye,  That  we  have  revoked 
and  determined,  and  by  thefe  prefents  do  revoke  and  de¬ 
termine  our  faid  recited  commiflion  and  letters  patent,  and 
all  and  every  power,  authority,  claufe,  article  and  thing 
therein  contained,  And  further  know  ye,  {'hat  wc,  re- 
pofing  efpecial  truft  and  confidence  in  your  wifdom,  lo¬ 
yalty,  diligence  and  circumfpebtion  in  the  management  of 
the  affairs  to  be  hereby  committed  to  your  charge,  have 
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nominated  and  appointed,  conflicted  and  affigned,  and 
by  thefe  prefents  we  do  nominate,  appoint,  conftitute  and 
aliign  you,  the  faid  Frederick  Earl  of  Carlifie,  Richard 
V  ifcount  Howe,  Sir  William  Howe,  William  Eden,  and 
Freorge  J ohnftone,  or  any  three  of  you,  to  be  our  Com- 
nnffioners  in  that  behalf,  to  ufe  and  exercife  all  and  every 
the  powers  and  authorities  hereby  entrufled  and  committed 
to  you  the  faid  Frederick  Earl  of  Carlifie,  Richard  Vif¬ 
count  Howe,  Sir  William  Howe,  William  Eden,  George 
Joan  one,  or  any  three  of  you,  and  to  fo  perform  and 
execute  all  other  matters  and  things  hereby  enjoined  and 
committed  to  your  care,  during  our  will  and  pleafure,  and 
.no  onger,  accoi ding  to  the  tenor  of  thefe  our  letters  pa¬ 
tent,  and  of  fuch  further  in  fir  unions  as  you  fhall  from 
time  to  time  receive  under  our  fignet  or  fign  manual.  And 
it  is  our  royal  will  and  pleafure,  and  we  do  hereby  autho- 
nlc  empower  and  require  you,  the  faid  Frederick  Earl 

war  J  Rlchard  Vifcount  Howe,  Sir  William  Howe, 
11  Iam  Pden,  George  Johnflone,  or  any  three  of  you, 
to  treat,  confult  and  agree  with  fuch  body  or  bodies  po- 
ltic  ana  corporate,  or  with  fuch  adembly  or  aflemblies  of 
men,  or  with  fuch  perfon  or  perfons  as  you,  the  faid 
f  harl  of  Carlifie,  Richard  Vifcount  Howe,  Sir 

VV  illiam  Howe,  William  Eden,  George  Johnflone,  or 
any  three  of  you,  fhall  think  meet  and  fufficient  for  that 
purpofe,  of  and  concerning  any  grievances,  or  complaints 
or  grievances,  exifling,  or  fuppofed  to  exifl,  in  the  go¬ 
vernment  of  any  of  the  colonies,  provinces  or  plantations 
above  mentioned  refpedlively,  or  in  the  laws  and  flatutes 
of  this  realm,  refpedting  them  or  any  of  them,  or  of  and 
concerning  any  aids  or  contributions  to  be  furnifhed  by 
any  of  the  faid  colonies,  provinces  or  plantations  re- 
fpe&ively,  for  the  common  defence  of  this  realm,  and  the 
dominions  thereunto  belonging  ;  and  of  and  concerning 
any  other  regulations,  provifions,  matters  and  things,  ne- 
ceflary  or  convenient  for  the  honor  of  us  and  our  Parlia¬ 
ment,  and  for  the  common  good  of  all  our  fubje&s.  And 
it  is  our  further  will  and  pleafure,  ]  hat  every  regulation, 
provifion,  matter  or  thing,  which  fhall  have  been  agreed 
upon  between  you,  the  faid  Frederick  Earl  of  Carlifie, 
Richard  Vifcount  Howe,  Sir  William  Howe,  William 
Eden,  George  Johnflone,  or  any  three  of  you,  and  fuch 

perfons 
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perfons  or  bodies  politic  as  aforefaid,  whom  you  or  any 
three  of  you  fhall  have  judged  meet  and  fufficient  to  enter 
into  fuch  agreement,  {hall  be  fully  and  diflinfilly  fet  forth 
in  writing,  and  authenticated  by  the  hands  and  feals  of 
you,  or  any  three  of  you,  on  one  fide,  and  by  fuch  feals 
and  other  fignature  on  the  other,  as  the  occafion  may  re¬ 
quire,  and  as  may  be  fuitable  to  the  character  and  autho¬ 
rity  of  the  body  politic,  or  other  peifon  fo  agreeing  ;  and 
fuch  inflruments  fo  authenticated  fhall  be  by  you,  or  any 
three  of  you,  tranfmitted  to  one  of  our  principal  Secreta¬ 
ries  of  State,  in  order  to  be  laid  before  our  Parliament, 
for  the  further  and  more  perfect  ratification  thereof ;  and 
until  fuch  ratification,  no  fuch  regulation,  provifion, 
matter  or  thing,  fhall  have  any  other  force  or  effeef,  or 
be  carried  further  into  execution  than  is  hereafter  men¬ 
tioned.  And  we  do  hereby  further  authorife  and  empow¬ 
er  you,  the  Paid  Frederick  Earl  of  Carlifle,  Richard  Vif- 
count  Howe,  Sir  William  Howe,  William  Eden,  and 
George  Johnflone,  or  any  three  of  you,  from  time  to 
time,  as  you,  or  any  three  of  you,  fhall  judge  convenient, 
to  order  and  proclaim  a  ceffation  of  hoftilities  on  the  part 
of  our  forces  by  fea  or  land,  for  fuch  time  and  under  fuch 
conditions,  refiriSfions  or  other  qualifications,  as  in  your 
diferetions  fhall  be  thought  requifite,  and  fuch  order  and 
proclamation  to  revoke  and  annul  in  the  fame  manner  and 
form.  And  it  is  our  further  will  and  pleafure,  and  we 
do  hereby  require  and  command  all  our  officers  and  mi- 
nifters,  civil  and  military,  and  all  other  our  loving  fub- 
jecSts  whatfoever,  to  oblerve  and  obey  all  fuch  proclama¬ 
tions  refpe&ively.  And  we  do  hereby,  in  further  pur- 
fuance  of  the  faid  a£t  of  Parliament,  and  of  the  provifions 
therein  contained,  authorife  and  empower  you,  the  faid 
Frederick  Earl  of  Carlifle,  Richard  Vifcount  Howe,  Sir 
William  Howe,  W.  Eden,  and  George  Johnflone,  or 
any  three  of  you,  by  proclamation  under  your  refpedive 
hands  and  feals,  from  time  to  time,  as  you  fhall  fee  con¬ 
venient  to  fufpend  the  operation  and  effect  of  a  certain  aft 
of  Parliament,  made  and  palled  in  the  16th  year  of  our 
reign,  for  prohibiting  all  trade  and  intercourfe  with  cer¬ 
tain  colonies  and  plantations  therein  named,  and  for  the 
other  purpofes  therein  alfo  mentioned,  or  any  of  the  pro- 
vifions  or  rcftri&ions  therein  contained,  and  therein  to 
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fpecify  at  what  time  and  places  refpeCtively,  apd  with 
what  exceptions  and  reftnCtions,  and  under  what  palles 
find  clearances,  in  lieu  of  thofe  heretofore  directed  by  any 
a6f  or  aCts  of  Parliament  for  regulating  the  trade  of  the 
colonies  and  plantations,  the  faid  fufpenfion  {hall  take  ef-r 
fed,  and  the  faid  fufpenfion  and  proclamation  in  the  fame 
manner  and  form  to  annul  and  revoke.  And  we  do  here¬ 
by  further  authorife  and  empower  you,  the  faid  Frede¬ 
rick  Earl  of  Carlifle,  Richard  Vifccmnt  Howe,  Sir  Wil¬ 
liam  Howe,  William  Eden,  and  George  Johnftone,  or 
any  three  of  you,  from  time  to  time,  as  you  (hall  judge 
convenient,  to  fufpend  in  any  places,  and  for  any  time 
during  the  continuance  of  the  faid  firft  recited  ad,  the 
operation  and  effed  of  any  ad  or  ads  of  Parliament,  which 
have  palled  fince  the  iothday  of  February,  1763,  and 
which  relate  to  any  of  our  colonies,  provinces  or  plan^ 
tations  above-mentioned  in  North- America,  fo  far  as  the 
fame  relate  to  them,  or  any  of  them,  or  the  operation 
and  effed  of  any  claufe,  or  any  provifion  or  other  matter 
in  fuch  ads  contained,  fo  far  as  fuch  claufes,  provifions 
or  matters  relate  to  any  of  the  faid  colonies,  provinces  or 
plantations.  And  we  do  hereby  further  authorife  and  em¬ 
power  you,  the  faid  Frederick  Earl  of  Carlifle,  Richard 
Vifcount  Howe,  Sir  William  Howe,  William  Eden, 
and  George  Johnftone,  or  any  three  of  you,  to  grant  ^ 
pardon  or  pardons  to  any  number  or  defcription  of  perfons 
within  the  faid  colonies,  provinces  or  plantations.  And 
we  do  hereby  further  authorife  and  empower  you,  the  laid 
Frederick  Earl  of  Carlifle,  Richard  Vifcount  Howe,  Siy 
William  Howe,  William  Eden,  and  George  Johnftone, 
or  any  three  of  you,  in  any  of  our  colonies,  provinces  or 
plantations  aforefaid  refpcdively,  wherein  we  have  ufually 
heretofore  nominated  and  appointed  a  Governor,  to  no¬ 
minate  and  appoint,  from  time  to  time,  by  any  inftru- 
ment  under  your  hands  and  feals,  or  the  hands  and  feals 
of  any  three  of  you,  a  proper  perfon,  to  be  the  Gover¬ 
nor  and  Commander  in  Chief  in  and  for  fuch  colony, 
province  or  plantation  refpeCtively,  to  have,  hold  ^nd 
exercifc  the  laid  office  of  Governor  and  Commander  in 
Chief,  in  and  for  fuch  colony,  province  or  plantation  re¬ 
spectively,  with  all  fuch  powers  and  authorities  as  any 
Governor  0/  fuch  province,  heretofore  appointed  by  us, 
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rhight  or  could  have  exercifed,  in  as  full  and  ample  man¬ 
ner  and  form  as  if  iuch  Governor  and  Commander  in 
Chief  had  been  nominated  and  appointed  by  our  letters 
patent  or  commiffion  5  and  for  that  purpofe,  if  need  be, 
to  revoke,  annul  and  make  void  any  commiffion  or  letters 
patent  heretofore  granted,  for  appointing  any  fuch  Go¬ 
vernor  and  Commander  in  Chief.  Whereas,  by  certain 
letters  patent  under  our  great  feal,  bearing  date  on  the  29th 
day  of  April,  in  the  16th  year  of  our  reign,  we  have  con- 
flituted  and  appointed  you,  the  faid  Sir  William  Howe, 
to  be  General  and  Commander  in  Chief  of  all  and  Angu¬ 
lar  our  forces  employed,  or  to  be  employed,  within  our 
colonies  in  North-America,  lyingupon  the  Atlanticocean, 
from  Nova-Scotia  on  the  north,  to  Weft-Florida  on  the 
fouth,  both  inclufive,  to  have,  hold,  exerc ife  and  enjoy 
the  faid  office  during  our  will  and  pleafure;  and  in  cafe 
you,  the  faid  Sir  Wiliam  Howe,  fhould,  by  death  or  any 
other  manner, be  difabled  from  exercifing  the  faid  command, 
it  was  our  will  and  pleafure,  therein  expreiled,  that  the 
fame,  with  all  authorities,  rights  and  privileges,  con¬ 
tained  in  that  our  faid  commiffion,  fhould  devolve  on 
iuch  officer,  bearing  our  commiffion,  as  fhould  be  next 
in  rank  to  you,  the  faid  Sir  William  Howe.  And 
whereas  our  trufty  and  well-beloved  Sir  Henry  Clinton, 
Knight  of  the  moft  honorable  Order  of  the  Bath,  Lieu¬ 
tenant  General  ot  our  forces,  and  General  of  our  forces' 
in  our  army  in  America  only,  now  adually  bears  our 
Commiffion,  and  is  next  in  rank  to  you,  the  faid  Sir 
William  Howe  :  Know  it  is  our  further  will  and  pleafure, 
and  we  do  hereby  ordain  and  appoint,  that  whenever  the 
laid  command  in  the  faid  letters  patent  mentioned  fhall,  in 
Jmrfuance  thereof,  devolve  upon  the  faid  Sir  Henry  Clin¬ 
ton  all  and  every  the  powers  and  authorities  hereby  en- 
trufted  and  committed  to  you,  the  faid  Sir  William  Howe, 
fhall  forthwith  ceafe  and  determine,  and  the  faid  powers 
and  author. fes  and  every  of  them,  fhall  from  thence¬ 
forth  be  entrufted  and  committed,  and  are  hereby  entrufted 
and  committed  to  the  faid  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  to  ufe  and 
exercife  the  fame  powers  and  authorities,  and  to  perform  and 
execute  all  other  the  matters  and  things  as  aforefaid,  in  as 
full  and  ample  extent  and  form,  and  no  other  as  von 
kMSi,  William  Howe,  arc  hereby  amhrftd ,!ud 
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and  exercife,  do,  perform  and  execute  the  lame.  And 
we  do  hereby  require  and  command  all  the  officers,  civil 
and  military,  and  all  other  our  loving  fubjecls  whatfoever3 
to  be  aiding  and  affifting  unto  you,  the  faid  Frederick 
Earl  of  Carlifle,  Richard  Vifcount  Howe,  Sir  William 
Howe,  William  Eden,  and  George  Johnflone,  in  the 
execution  of  this  our  commillion,  and  of  the  powers  and 
authorities  herein  contained.  Provided  always,  and  we 
no  hereby  declare  and  ordain,  that  the  feveral  offices, 
powers  and  authorities  hereby  granted  fhall  ceafe,  deter¬ 
mine  and  become  utterly  null  and  void  011  the  ift  day  of" 
June,  which  fhall  be  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1779,  al¬ 
though  we  fhall  not  otherwise  in  the  mean  time  have  re¬ 
voked  and  determined  the  fame.  In  *Witnefs  whereof,  we 
have  caufed  thefe  our  letters  to  be  made  patent.  Witnefs 
oudelr,  at  Weflminfter,  the  13th  day  April,  in  the  18th 
year  of  our  reign. 

By  the  K I N  G  himfelf. 

A  true  Copy ,  Yorke, 

Adam  Ferguson,  Secretary  A 

To  this  letter  the  following  anfwer  was  unanimoufly 
given  upon  the  17th  of  June  : 

cTo  their  Excellencies  the  Right  Honorable  the  Earl  ^CAR¬ 
LISLE  ,  WILLIAM  EDEN,  Efc  GEORGE 
JOHNS  F  O  N  E,  Efq ;  Commijjioners  fr  om  his  Bri¬ 
tannic  Majejly ,  Philadelphia. 

w  ' 

<ti  T  Have  received  the  letter  from  your  Excellencies  of 
JL  ihc  9th  inftant,  with  the  enclofures,  and  laid  them 
before  Congrefs.  Nothing  but  an  earnefl  defire  to  fpare 
the  farther  effufion  of  human  blood  could  have  induced 
them  to  read  a  paper,  containing  expreffions  fo  difre- 
fpeSlful  to  his  Moil  Chriflian  Majefty,  the  good  and  great 
ally  of  thefe  States  ;  or  to  confider  propofitions  fo  deroga¬ 
tory  to  the  honor  of  an  independent  nation. 

cc  The  acSfs  of  the  Britifh  Parliament,  the  commiffion 
from  your  fovereign,  and  your  letter,  fuppofe  the  people 
of  thefe  States  to  be  fubjebts  of  the  crown  of  Great- 
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Britain,  and  are  founded  on  the  idea  of  dependence,  which 
is  utterly  inadmiflible. 

“  I  am  further  direae^oufflrm  your  Excellencies, 
that  Congrefs  are  inclined  to  peace,  notwithftanding  the 
unjuft  claims  from  which  this  war  originated,  and  the 
favage  manner  in  which  it  hath  been  conducted.  They 
wil  ^therefore  be  ready  to  enter  upon  the  coniideration  of 
a  treaty  of  peace  and  commerce,  not  inconfiftent  with 
treaties  already  fubfifting,  when  the  King  of  Grreat- 
Britain  fhall  demonftrate  a  fincere  difpofition  for  that 
purpofe.  The  only  folid  proof  of  this  difpofition  will 
be,  an  explicit  acknowledgment  of  the  independence  of 
thefe  States,  or  the  withdrawing  his  fleets  and  armies. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

Your  Excellencies  mojl  obedient  and  hmnble  fervant9 

Signed ,  by  order  of  the  unanimous  voice  of  Congrefs , 

Henry  Laurens,  Prefdent. 

York-Town ,  June  17,  1778.” 

On  this  occafion  it  is  to  be  obferved,  that  a  circum- 
ftance  had  intervened  between  the  refolutions  of  the  22d 
of  April  and  the  receipt  of  the  letter  from  the  Commif- 
fioners.  This  was  the  arrival  of  the  copies  of  treaties  en¬ 
tered  into  with  his  Moft  Chriftian  Majefty,  which  was 
the  firft  intelligence  which  had  been  received  from  Europe 
in  the  fpace  of  a  year.  The  refolutions  of  the  Houfe  there¬ 
fore  on  the  22d  of  April  were  founded  Amply  on  the  firm 
determination  under  no  change  of  fortune  whatever  to  re¬ 
cede  from  the  declaration  of  independence  in  July  1776, 
and  for  this  reafon,  as  a  preliminary  to  any  treaty,  it  was 
required  that  Great-Britain  fhould  either  acknowledge  our 
independence  or  withdraw  her  fleets  and  armies,  becaufe 
upon  no  other  principle  could  America  be  faid  to  poffefs 
that  degree  of  equality  and  freedom  which  is  eflential  to 
the  validity  of  national  compa&s.  The  treaty  with  France 
being  out  of  the  queftion,  had  thefe  preliminaries  been 
complied  with,  we  fhould  have  been,  bound  in  honor,  as 
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tVc  certainly  were  by  inclination  and  the  principles  of 
humanity,  to  enter  upon  a  conference  for  the  purpofe  of 
fheathing  the  fword  But  lince  by  that  treaty 

the  United  States  could  not  upon  a  certain  contingency 
make  either  peace  or  truce  without  the  confent  of  her  ally, 
it  became  neceffary  to  provide  that  any  treaties  to  be  made 
fhould  not  be  inconftftent  with  treaties  already  fub- 
fifting. 

As  to  the  Conditions  or  terms  offered  by  the  Commif- 
fioners  it  muft  be  obferved,  that  the  firft  is  “  to  extend 
<s  every  freedom  to  trade  that  our  refpe<5tive  interefts  can 
c  require.”  A  proportion  which,  from  the  very  nature  of 
things,  is  impracticable,  or  if  practicable,  is  on  their  part 
a  reafon  why  reconciliation  is  unneceftary  ;  for  certainly  if 
thefe  interefts  are  compatible, they  may  be  regulated  by  treaty, 
nay  they  would  regulate  themfelves.  Individuals  would  con- 
fult  their  private  interefts,  and  national  intereft  is  nothing 
more  than  the  aggregate  of  the  particular  advantages  refult- 
ing  to  the  lubjeCts  of  a  ftate  from  their  private  induftry  and 
difcernment.  But  the  intereft  of  America  requires  that  (he 
fhould  trade  freely  to  every  part  of  the  earth,  while  on  the 
other  hand  it  is  the  intereft  of  Great-Britain  to  confine  our 
commerce  to  the  ports  of  her  own  ifland.  Nothing  then  could 
be  more  infidious  than  this  offer  ;  for  the  independence  of 
America  being  given  up,  the  Britifh  parliament  muft  ne- 
ceflarily  have  become  fupreme,  at  leaft  in  matters  which 
were  heretofore  confidered  as  external  to  America.  Of  con- 
fequcnce  they  alone  would  have  been  judges  of  our  re- 
fpeCfive  interefts,  and  in  cafes  where  thefe  were  oppofed, 
we  may  eafily  determine  their  judgment. 

The  next  offer  is,  that  cc  no  military  force  fhould  be 
kept  up  in  America  without  the  confent  of  Congrefs  or 
the  particular  Affemblies.”  To  which  every  objeCIion 
lies  :  For,  ift.  fuppofing  them  to  abide  literally  by  fuch 
agreement,  we  lay  open  to  all  the  arts  of  feduCIion,  which 
long  and  fuccefsful  pradice  could  teach  them  to  make  ufe 
of  againft  both  the  one  and  the  other.  2dly.  On  any  oc- 
cafion,  which  either  the  exiftence  or  apprebenfion  of  a 
foreign  war  might  give  rife  to,  this  confent  would  na¬ 
turally  flow  from  a  regard  to  immediate  fafety,  and  be  al¬ 
ter  wards 
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Stewards  ufed  for  our  certain  deft ruft ion,  But,  3^7'  on 
this,  as  well  as  every  other  propofition  they  either  did  or 
could  make,  it  is  to  be  obferved  that  in  the  hrit  inftance 
the  parliament  might  dilfent  immediately  and  ta  e  an  op¬ 
portunity  to  crufh  all  oppofition,  while  we  weie  at  once 
difarmed  at  home  and  dilgraced  lor  our  pc i  in  y  a  roa 
And,  4th ly.  Should  the  moment  be  fo  unfavorable,  or  they 
fo  honeft  as  not  to  make  the  attempt,  any  future  parlia¬ 
ment  would  be  in  legal  capacity  to  difannul  an  agreement 
whofe  validity  was  derived  from  the  former  fan&ion  of  the 
fame  legiflature  ;  fo  that  during  all  the  pollible  events, 
which  time  might  give  birth  to,  we  fhould  have  been  c  x- 
pofed  to  their  attempts,  whillt  laboring  under  a  weight  of 
debt,  and  fore  from  the  wounds  of  oui  obilinate  conteft. 

The  third  offer  is,  to  concur  in  nreafurcs  calculated 
to  dilcharge  the  debts  of  America,  and  to  laife  tne  cie- 
dit  and  value  of  the  paper  circulation.  On  which  it  is 
to  be  obferved,  that  as  our  debt  confided  of  this  paper  cn- 
culation,  fo  any  meafures  to  dilcharge  it,  that  is  to  fink  a 
part,  mud  raife  the  value  of  the  remainder.  Now  for  this 
purpofe  taxation  was  alone  necedary,  and  indeed  the  only 
dep  which  either  they  or  we  could  take  for  that  puipofe  . 
Their  generous  oder  therefore  was  nothing  more  than  to 
concur  in  taxing  us  to  pay  our  own  debts.  In  return  for 
this,  however,  we  were  to  be  united  with  them,  and  con- 
fequently  become  fecurity  for  payment  of  their  debts, 
which  are  enormous.  T  he  following  fhort  calculation  is 
worthy  of  attention  :  120,000,000  of  dollars,  at  feven 
{hillings  and  fix-pence  per  dollar,  is  ^45,000,000,  and 
exchange  being  at  1000  per  cent,  which  is  the  prefent 
rate,  this  fum  is  worth  £4,500,000  derling  only.  But  at 
^11  events  the  prefent  debt  of  America  ought  not  to  be 
edimated  at  above  £10,000,000  derling. 

Their  offer  then  hands  thus,  if  you  will  hand  fecurity 
for  and  eventually  pay  your  part  of  £150,000,000  derling 
which  we  owe,  we  will  confent  to  your  taxing  yourfelve§ 
to  pay  £10,000,000  derling,  which  you  owe.  To  com-, 
pient  on  an  oder  of  this  kind  would  be  abfurd. 

The  fourth  offer  is,  c<  to  perpetuate  our  union  by  a  re-* 
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4C  ciproeal  deputation  of  an  &gent  or  agents  from  the  dif- 
<c  ferent  ftates,  who  (hall  have  the  privilege  of  a  feat  and 
“  voice  in  the  parliament  of  Great-Britain,  or  if  fent 
cc  from  Britain,  in  that  cafe  to  have  a  feat  and  voice  in 
cc  the  aftemblies  of  the  different  ftates,  to  which  they  may 
<c  be  deputed  refpedfively,  in  order  to  attend  to  the  feveral 
tc  interefts  ot  thofe  by  whom  they  are  deputed.”  Or,  in 
other  words,  to  perpetuate  our  flavery,  by  taking  from  us, 
on  the  one  hand,  the  objection  againft  their  tyrannous  adfs, 
that  we  were  not  reprelented  in  the  legiflature  which  paffed 
them,  though  in  fadt  fuch  reprefentation  would  be  merely 
illufory  and  ineffectual.  And  on  the  other,  by  fending  mi- 
nifterial  agents,  artful,  plaufible  and  wicked,  to  influence 
the  debates  of  our  legiflatures,  and  give  a  voice  among  the 
immediate  reprefentatives  of  the  people  on  matters  even  of 
the  moff  internal  nature.  No  greater  infult  was  ever  of¬ 
fered  to  the  common  fenfe  of  mankind.  Had  the  propofal, 
particularly  the  latter  part  of  it,  been  made  before  the 
commencement  of  the  conteft,  it  was  fufficient  in  itfelf  to 
have  routed  us  to  arms.  If  accepted  and  executed,  in  all 
the  ftates  it  muft  have  been  pernicious,  but  in  thofe  called 
royal  governments,  would  have  ftood  thus:  A  legiflature 
confifting  of  three  branches,  ift.  A  governor  appointed  by 
the  king  during  pleafure.  2dly.  A  council  appointed  by 
the  king  during  pleafure.  3<ily .  An  affembly  partly  ap¬ 
pointed  by  the  king  and  partly  by  the  people,  but  all  hold¬ 
ing  their  feats  during  the  king’s  pleafure — The  laws  paffed 
by  this  legiflature  to  be  of  no  validity  without  the  king’s 
con  fent— -A  reprefentative  to  be  appointed  by  this  legifla¬ 
ture,  to  fit  in  a  houfe  of  commons,  confifting  of  more 
than  five  hundred  members,  and  thereby  to  validate  any 
law,  which  they  might  pafs  to  bind  the  people  of  that 
ftate.  If  this  be  compared  with  “  the  freedom  they  profer  to 
extend  to  trade  f  fomc  faint  idea  may  be  formed  of  the 
meditated  fyftem. 

The  laft  offer  is,  <c  to  eftabliib  the  power  of  the  re- 
cc  fpedtive  legiflatures  in  each  particular  ftate,  to  fettle  its 
revenue,  its  civil  and  military  eftablifhment,  and  to 
4C  excrcife  a  perfect  freedom  of  legiflation  and  internal  go- 
vernment,  fo  that  the  Britifh  ftates  throughout  North- 
America,  adting  with  us  in  peace  and  war  under  one 
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44  common  fovereign,  may  have  the  irrevocable  enjoyment 
44  of  every  privilege  that  is  lhortof  a  total  reparation  of  in- 
44  terefts,  or  confiftent  with  that  union  of  force  on  which 
44  the  fafety  of  our  common  religion  and  liberty  depends.” 
The  fir  ft  part  of  this  is  ridiculous,  fince  all  the  ftates  have 
taken  fome  forms  of  government,  the  legiflatures  of  which 
are  obeyed, and  confequently  their  power  eftablifhed  already ; 
the  object  therefore,  taking  it  in  comparifon  with  what  goes 
before,  is  to  overturn  the  free  legiflatures  already  efta¬ 
blifhed,  and  in  their  ftead  to  inftitute  the  bafe  and  flavifh 
mixture  contained  in  the  third  offer.  The  fecond  part 
ferves  to  {hew  more  clearly  (if  poftible)  the  infidious  na¬ 
ture  of  their  commiftion ;  for  from  this  it  appears,  that 
the  object  of  revenue  is  by  no  means  given  up,  nor  the 
defign  of  keeping  a  military  force  in  America  relinquifhed. 
The  third  part  is  nugatory,  for  having  before  marked  out 
the  kind  of  legiflature  to  be  eftablifhed,  even  the  unre- 
ftrained  acts  of  it  would  not  prove  the  freedom  of  the 
people,  but  rather  their  ftavery,  and  yet  it  is  clear  that 
however  free  they  might  be  to  pafs  laws,  there  would  have 
been  a  fuperior  power  in  legal  capacity  to  repeal  them* 
From  all  this  however  they  deduce,  as  a  confequence,  that 
ftiould  we  accede  to  their  propofitions,  we  JhGuld  have  tty 
irrevocable  enjoyment  of  every  privilege  that  is  Jhort  of  a  total 
feparation  of  inter ejls ,  or  confijlent  with  that  union  of  force ,  &:c* 
But  this  conclulion  by  no  means  follows  from  the  pre- 
mifes ;  on  the  contrary  it  is  evident,  that  we  fhould  enjoy 
no  one  privilege ,  and  have  the  irrevocable  enjoyment  of 
no  one  thing,  unlels  it  be  fuppofed  that  to  repent  is  to 
enjoy.  For  the  fake  of  this  fophiftical  fyftem  however  we 
were  to  covenant,  that  we  would  act  with  them  in  peace 
and  in  war.  The  confequence  of  which  would  have  been, 
that  we  muft  have  contracted  new  debts,  to  promote  their 
interefted  views,  before  we  had  paid  the  fums  expended  for 
our  own  defence,  and  have  laviflied  the  beft  blood  of 
America,  to  gratify  the  pride,  pique,  avarice,  ambition, 
or  revenge  of  a  haughty  defpot,  deaf  to  the  prayers  of  fup- 
plicative  millions,  and  dead  to  the  feelings  ofjuftice  or  hu¬ 
manity.  One  fact  however  they  indirectly  admit,  that  their 
fafety  depends  upon  an  union  of  force  with  us.  The  necef- 
iary  confequence  is,  that,  notwithftanding  their  pretended 
Superiority,  they  muft  not  only  make  peace  with  us,  but 

it 
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it  mud  be  on  our  own  terms,  provided  the  people  of  Ame- 
l'ica  are  fenfible  of  their  true  in  ter  efts,  and  the  reprefenta- 
tives  of  America  have  patience,  firmnefe  and  difcernment 
to  take  proper  advantage  of  their  own  fituation  and  cir- 
cum  fiances. 

1  he  concife  anfwer  which  Congrcfs  had  given  to  the 
jritiin  Comtniilioners,  placed  them  in  a  very  dilagreeable 
fituation,  and  therefore  it  became  neceffary  for  them  to 
make  iome  efforts  to  get  out  of  it.  For  this  purpofe  they 
fent  a  letter,  dated  at  Newr-York,  the  nth  of  July,  1778, 
which  was  received  and  read  in  Congrcls  the  18th,  in  the 
following  words  : 

Gentlemen, 

^  received  foon  after  our  arrival  at  this  place, 
VV  your  anfwer  to  our  letter  of  the  10th  of  June, 
and  are  ferry  to  find  on  your  part  any  difficulties  raifed 
which  muff  prolong  the  calamities  of  the  prefent  war. 

< . 

cc  You  propofe  to  us  as  matter  of  choice  one  or  other  of 
two  alternatives,  which  you  ffate  as  preliminaries  neceffa¬ 
ry  even  to  the  beginning  of  a  negociation  for  peace  to  this 
empire. 

ci  One  is  an  explicit  acknowledgment  of  the  Indepen¬ 
dence  of  thefe  States.  We  are  not  inclined  to  difpute  with 
you  about  the  meaning  of  words:  But  fo  far  as  you  mean 
the  entire  privilege  of  the  people  of  North  America  to  dif- 
pofe  of  their  property,  and  to  govern  themfelves  without 
any  reference  to  Great-Britain,  beyond  what  is  neceffary 
to  preferve  that  union  of  force,  in  which  our  mutual  fafety 
and  advantage  confiff  :  We  think,  that  io  far,  their  In¬ 
dependency  is  fully  acknowledged  in  the  terms  of  our  let¬ 
ter  of  the  10th  of  June.  And  we  are  willing  to  enter  up¬ 
on  a  fair  difeuffion  with  you,  of  all  the  circumftances  thaa 
may  be  neceffary  to  enfure  or  even  to  enlarge  that  Inde¬ 
pendency. 

“  In  the  other  alternative  you  propofe,  that  his  Majeffy 
fhould  withdraw  his  fleets  and  his  armies.  . 

“  Although 


[  103  ] 

tc  Although  we  have  no  doubt  of  his  Majefty’s  dif- 
pofition  to  remove  every  fuhjeCt  of  uneafinefs  from  the  co¬ 
lonies,  yet  there  are  circumftances  of  precaution  again  ft 
our  ancient  enemies,  which,  joined  to  the  legard  that  muft 
be  paid  to  the  fafety  of  many,  who,  from  affeCtion  to 
Great-Britain,  have  expofed  , themfelves  to  fufter  in  this 
conteft,  and,  to  whom  Great-Britain  owes  fupport  at 
everv  expence  of  blood  and  treafure,  that  will  not  allow 
us  to  begin  with  this  meafure.  How  foon  it  may 
follow  the  firft  advances  to  peace  on  your  part,  wTill  de¬ 
pend  on  the  favourable  proipeCt  you  give  of  a  reconcilia¬ 
tion  with  your  fellow  citizens  of  this  Continent  and  with 
thofe  in  Britain.  In  the  mean  time  we  affure  you  that  no 
circumftance  will  give  us  more  fatisfa&ion,  than  to  find 
that  the  extent  of  our  future  connection  is  to  be  deter¬ 
mined  on  principles  of  mere  reafon  and  the  confiderattcns 
of  mutual  intereft,  on  which  we  are  willing  likewife  to 
reft  the  permanency  of  any  arrangements  we  may  form. 

“  In  making  thefe  declarations  we  do  not  wait  for  the 
decifion  of  any  military  events.  Having  determined  our 
judgement  by  what  we  believe  to  be  the  interefts  of  our 
country,  we  {hall  abide  by  the  declarations  we  now  make 
in  every  poffible  fituation  of  our  affairs. 

cc  You  refer  to  treaties  already  fubfifting,  but  are 
pleafed  to  with-hold  from  us  any  particular  information 
in  refpeCI  to  their  nature  or  tendency. 

cc  If  thev  are  in  any  degree  to  affcdl  our  deliberation?, 
we  think  that  you  cannot  refufe  a  full  communication  of 
the  particulars  in  which  they  confift,  both  for  our  confi- 
deration  and  that  of  your  own  conftituents,  who  are  to 
judge  between  us  whether  any  alliance  you  may  have  con¬ 
tracted  be  a  fufficient  reafon  for  continuing  this  unnatural 
war.  We  likewife  think  ourfelves  entitled  to  a  full  com¬ 
munication  of  the  powers  by  which  you  conceive  your- 
felves  authorifed  to  make  treaties  with  foreign  nations. 

<c  And  we  are  led  to  afk  fatisfaClion  on  this  point,  be- 
caufe  we  have  obferved  in  your  propofed  articles  of  con¬ 
federation,  No.  6  and  9,  it  is  {fated  that  you  Iliould  have 
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the  paw'er  of  entering  into  treaties  and  alliances  under  cer- 
tain  reftri&ions  therein  fpecified,  yet  we  do  not  find  pro¬ 
mulgated  any  adt  or  relolution  of  the  Aflemblies  of  par¬ 
ticular  States  conferring  this  power  on  you. 

6C  As  we  have  communicated  our  powers  to  you5  we 
mean  to  proceed  without  referve  in  this  bufinefs  ;  we  will 
not  fuppofe  that  any  objedlion  can  arife  on  your  part  to 
our  communicating  to  the  public  fo  much  of  your  corref- 
pondence  as  may  be  necefl'ary  to  explain  our  own  proceeds 
ings.  At  the  fame  time  we  allure  you,  that  in  all  fuefa 
publications,  the  refpedi  which  we  pay  to  the  great  body 
of  people  you  are  fuppofed  to  reprefent,  fhall  be  evidenced 
by  us  in  every  poflible  mark  of  confideration  and  regard. 

We  arc  with  perfedt  refpedf. 

Gentlemen, 

Tour  mojl  obedient  and  mojl  humble  fervants9 

Carlisle, 

H.  Clinton, 

W  m.  Eden, 

Geo.  Johnstone.”’ 

Upon  which  the  Congrefs  came  to  the  following  re- 
folution  ; 

cc  Whereas  Congrefs  in  a  letter  to  the  BritifB 
Commiflioners  of  the  17th  of  June  laft,  did  declare  that 
they  would  be  ready  to  enter  upon  the  confideration  of  a 
treaty  of  peace  and  commerce,  not  inconfiitent  with  trea¬ 
ties  already  fubhfting,  when  the  King  of  Great-Britam 
fhould  demonflrate  a  fincere  difpoiition  for  that  purpofe  ; 
and  that  the  only  folid  proof  of  this  difpoiition  would  be  an 
explicit  acknowledgement  of  the  Independence  of  thefe 
States,  or  withdrawing  his  fleets  and  armies  :  And  whereas* 
neither  of  thefe  alternatives  have  been  complied  with, 
therefore 

“  Resolved,  That  no  anfwer  be  given  to  the  letter 

of  the  nth  inftant  from  the  Britifh  Commiflioners.” 

T  H  E 
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The  propofal  contained  in  the  letter,  to  enlarge  inde¬ 
pendence,  is  at  the  jfird  blufh  ablurd  : — Any  date,  the  de¬ 
pendence  of  which  could  be  leiTened,  is  of  coniequence 
not  independent.  The  older  therefore  is  a  mere  jaigon  of 
words,  and  calculated,  as  indeed  the  whole  letter  appears, 
for  the  people,  and  particularly  for  thofe  whom  they  have 
thought  proper  to  call  our  fellow-citizens  oi  tnis  conti¬ 
nent,  or,  in  other  words,  the  traitors  who  have  joined  the 
common  enemy.  But  one  ot  their  great  objedfs  was,  if  pol- 
fible,  to  draw  the  Congrels  into  lome  kind  of  treaty  or 
correfpondence,  in  order  that  they  might  have  where¬ 
withal  to  give  weight  to  the  calumnies  they  have  pro¬ 
pagated,  by  declaring  to  the  French  court  that  the  (Jon- 
grefs  were  faithlefs,  and  indeed  had  adtually  bargained  for 
the  fubjedlion  of  America,  the  price  of  which  was  to  be 
paid  by  thefe  CommifTioners. 

In  confidence  with  this  plan,  and,  if  polfible,  to  obtain 
an  indirect  acknowledgment  of  their  authority,  they,  on 
the  26th  of  Augud,  1778,  made  a  requifition  of  the 
troops  of  the  convention  of  Saratoga,  in  the  following 
terms : 


By  the  Earl  of  CARLISLE,  Sir  HENRY  CLIN¬ 
TON,  and  WILLIAM  EDEN,  Efa  three  of 
his  majejly  s  commijfioners ,  appointed  with  juficient  powers 
to  treaty  confult  and  agree  upon  the  means  of  quieting  the 
diforders  now  fubft fling  in  certain  cf  the  colonies ,  plantations 
and  provinces  of  North- America* 


iC  I  TPON  a  reprefentation  from  the  commander  in 
chief  of  his  majedy’s  forces,  that  the  troops  lately 
ferving  under  lieutenant-general  Burgoyne,  notwithdand- 
ino*  the  folemn  convention  entered  into  at  Saratoga,  in 
which  it  is  dipulated  that  the  faid  troops  fhould  have 
a  free  paffage  to  Great-Britain,  are  neverthelefs,  under 
various  pretences,  dill  detained  in  New-England — The 
following  remondrance  againd  the  unjud  detention  of 
thofe  troops,  and  requifition  for  their  immediate  releafe,  on 
the  condition  annexed  to  the  article  by  which  their  paffage 
to  England  is  dipulated,  are  now  folemnly  made  to  the 
American  Congrefs : 


O 


“  Whereas 


* 
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^  Whereas  the  means  that  have  been  devifed  by 
mankind  to  mitigate  the  horrors  of  war,  and  to  facilitate 
the  re- eftabli (lament  of  peace,  depend  on  the  faith  of  car¬ 
tels,  military  capitulations,  conventions  and  treaties  enter¬ 
ed  into  even  during  the  continuance  of  hoftilities  :  From 
whence  all  nations  have  agreed  to  oblerve  fuch  conventions,- 
as  they  revere  the  facied  obligations  of  humanity  and 
j  nil  ice,  and  as  they  would  avoid  the  horrid  practice  of  re¬ 
taliations,  which,  however  juftly  due  to  the  guilty,  in  fuch 
cafes  but  too  frequently  fall  on  the  innocent. 

“  And  whereas  upon  thefe  confiderations  all  breach  of 
laith,  even  with  an  enemy,  and  all  attempts  to  elude  the 
force  of  military  conventions,  or  to  defeat  their  falutary 
purpofes  by  evaiion  or  chicane,  are  juftly  held  in  deteffa- 
tion,  and  deemed  unworthy  of  any  defcription  of  perlons 
all  inning  the  character  or  flating  themfelves  as  the  repre- 
lentatives  of  nations. 

“  And  whereas  it  was  flipulated  in  the  fccond  article 
ot  the  convention  entered  into  at  Saratoga  between  lieu¬ 
tenant-general  Eurgoyne  and  major-general  Gates,  “That 
“  a  free  paliage  be  granted  to  the  army  under  lieutenant- 
general  Eurgoyne  to  Great-Britain,  upon  condition  of 
not  ferving  again  in  North-America  during  the  prefent 
contcft;  and  the  port  of  Eofton  is  afligned  for  the 
entry  of  tranfports,  whenever  general  Howe  fliall  fo 
“  order : ” 


cc 
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“  His  majefty’s  Commi/Tioners  now  founding  their 
claim  on  this  article,  join  with  the  commander  in  chief  of 
his  majefty’s  forces  in  a  peremptory  rcquifition,  That  free 
entrance  into  the  harbour  of  Bofton  be  given  to  tranfports 
for  the  immediate  embarkation  of  the  faid  troops  ;  and  that 
they  be  allowed  to  depart  for  Great-Britain  in  terms  of 
the  faid  convention.  And  the  faid  Commiflioners,  in  order 
to  remove  every  fuppofed  difficulty  or  pretence  for  delay  in 
the  execution  of  this  treaty,  arifing  from  any  paff,  real, 
apparent  or  fuppofed  infraction  of  it,  by  word  or  writing 
on  the  fide  of  either  party,  hereby  offer  to  renew,  on  the 
part  of  Great-Britain,  all  the  flipulations  of  the  faid  con¬ 
vention,  and  particularly  to  ratify  the  condition  annexed 
to  the  fecond  article  thereof  above  recited,  by  which  thole 

troops 


troops  are  not  to  ferve  again  in  North- America  during  the 


prefent  context. 


And  this  requifition,  dated  at  New- York,  on  the 
26th  of  Auguft,  177H,  is  now  ient  to  the  American  Con- 

o-refs  for  their  diredt  and  explicit  anfwer. 

o  * 


Carlisle, 

H.  C  L  I  N  T  O  N, 
W  m.  Eden. 


To  his  excellency  Hf.nry  Laurens,  Efq\ 
the  prefident ,  and  others  the  members  of 
the  Congrefs ,  met  at  Philadelphia 


As  thefe  gentlemen  did  not  appear  with  the  proper  let-  „ 
ters  of  credence  to  an  independent  ftate,  Congrefs  could 
not  difeufs  fuch  proportions  without  acknowledging  in¬ 
directly  the  authority  of  the  comm iiiion  by  which 'they 
were  appointed  ;  and  in  doing  that  they  mutt  have  ac¬ 
knowledged  the  authority  of  thofe  adls  of  parliament  on 
which  that  commiflion  was  founded.  But  as  an  inde¬ 
pendent  ftate  they  could  not  take  notice  of  perfons  adting 
either  under  a  commiflion  or  an  act  of  parliament,  thefe 
being  of  a  domeftic  nature,  and  relative  to  internal  polity, 
but  without  authenticity  as  to  foreign  powers. 


The  Commifftoners  then,  on  the  one  hand,  had  no 
right  to  make  the  demand,  as  it  was  not  contained  in  their 
commiflion,  and  could  not  pofiibly  have  been  in  con¬ 
templation  at  the  time  of  granting  it  :  Befidcs  that,  being 
in  its  nature  purely  military,  it  was  the  proper  bufinefs  of 
the  Britifli  commander  in  chief.  And,  on  the  other  hand, 
the  Congrefs  could  not  make  a  diredf  anfwer  to  it  without 
receding  from  their  right  as  reprefentatives  of  a  fovereign 
and  independent  people. 


But  further  :  It  being  evident  from  the  face  of  the  re¬ 
quifition,  when  compared  with  their  commiflion,  that  they 
offered  what  they  had  no  power  to  perform,  it  follows 
that  they  defigned  to  obtain  the  troops  without  giving  the 
folid  fecurity  which  had  been  rightfully  demanded  for  their 
performance  of  the  convention.  And  from  thence  it  is  1 
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clear  inference,  that  they  defigned  totally  to  difregard  the 
convention  whenever  the  troops  fhould  be  in  their  nof- 

feffion.  1 

1  he se  reafons  taken  together,  ought  certainly  to  have 
pi  C'VMiiU  d  the  Congrefs  from  taking  any  notice  of  their  re- 
cjuiinimi.  but  one  object  of  the  commiflioners  was,  to 
*ome  ground  for  a  charge  again#  the  Congrefs  of  a 
national  faith  and  honor  ;  and  on  that  and  every 
°f  ;  occafion  it  was  of  importance  that  the  people  of 
America  ihould  have  materials  to  form  a  judgment  of  the 
conduct  of  their  reprefentatives.  On  the  4th  of  September, 
therefore,  a  few  days  after  the  receipt  of  that,  with  fome 
other  papers,  they  came  to  the  following  refolution  ; 

“  H  E  R  E  A  S  Congrefs  did,  on  the  8th  day  of, 

V?  January,  1778,  refolve,  That  the  embarkation 
oi  lieutenant-general  Burgoyne,  and  the  troops  under  his 
command,  be  fufpended  till  a  diftind  and  explicit  ratifica¬ 
tion  of  the  convention  of  Saratoga  fhall  be  properlv  notified 
by  the  court  of  Great-Britain  to  Congrefs  : 

<c  Resolved,  That  no  ratification  of  the  convention  of 
Saratoga,  which  may  be  tendered  in  conlequence  of  powers 
which  may  leach  that  cafe  by  conflrudfion  and  implica¬ 
tion,  or  which  may  fubjedf  whatever  is  tranfadled  relative 
to  it,  to  the  future  approbation  or  difapprobation  of  the 
parliament  of  Great-Britain,  can  be  accepted  by  Congrefs. ” 

On  the  19th  of  September,  1778,  the  following  letter 
was  received  by  Congrefs  : 


0  J  Nezv-York ,  igtb  September ,  1778. 

O  J  111  N  G  but  his  majefly’s  pofitiveinftrucfions, 
of  which  I  fend  you  an  extradf,  could  have  in¬ 
duced  me  to  trouble  you,  or  the  American  Congrefs,  again 
on  the  iubjedt  of  the  troops  detained  in  New-England,  in 
d  1  reef  contravention  of  the  treaty  entered  into  at  Saratoga. 

\  he  negledt  of  the  requifitions  already  made  on  this  fub- 
Tecf,  is  altogether  unprecedented  among  parties  at  war. 
1  now,  however,  repeat  the  demand,  that  the  convention  of 

Saratoga 
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Saratoga  be  fulfilled  ;  and  offer,  by  exprefsand  recent  au¬ 
thority  from  the  king,  received  iince  the  date  of  the  late 
requifition  made  by  his  majeffy’s  Commillioners,  to  renew, 
in  his  majefty’s  name,  all  the  conditions  llipulatcd  by  lieu¬ 
tenant-general  Burgoyne,  in  refpedt  to  the  troops  ferving 
under  his  command. 

In  this  I  mean  to  difeharge  my  duty,  not  only  to  the 
king,  whole  orders  I  obey,  but  to  the  unhappy  people ,  likewife9 
wbefe  affairs  are  committed  to  you ,  and  who,  I  hope,  will  have 
the  candor  to  acquit  me  of  the  conlequences  that  muff  fol¬ 
low  from  the  new  fyftem  of  war  you  are  pleafed  to  intro¬ 
duce.  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

Tour  ?noJl  obedient  and  mojl  humble  feruant , 

H.  Clinto  n. 

His  excellency  Henry  Laurens,  Efq\  the 
prefident ,  and  others  the  members  of  the 
American  Congrefs9  at  Philadelphia, 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  right  honorable  lord  Grcorge 
Germain,  one  of  his  majefy  s  principal  fecretanes  of  jl ate,  to 
his  excellency  general  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  A.  B.  &e,&c.&c^ 
dated '  Whitehall 9  June  12,  1778. 

<c  Y  AM  to  fignify  toyouhis  majefty’s  pleafure,  that  you 
X  do  take  every  necedary  lfep  for  the  ftridt  obfervance 
eC  of  what  is  ftipulated  in  the  convention  of  Saratoga,  on 
<c  the  part  of  lieutenant-general  Burgoyne  9  and  that  you 
do  give  the  fulled  allurance  that  the  troops,  when 
cc  embarked,  (hall  be  immediately  lent  to  Great-Britain, 
*c  and  every  condition  agreed  upon  between  lieutenant- 
general  Burgoyne  and  major-general  Gates,  refpedling 
cc  them,  be  faithfully  obferved. 

A  true  extract , 

John  Smith,  fecretaryP 

It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  this  extradl  is  dated  at 
Whitehall,  fo  early  as  the  12th  of  June,  from  whence  to 
the  26th  of  Auguft  is  75  days  ;  wherefore  it  is  more  than 
probable  that  it  was  received  previous ,  and  not  fubfequent9 

to 
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to  the  requifition  made  by  the  Commitfioners.  This  cir- 
X'umltance  heightens  the  fraudulent  complexion  of  the  pro¬ 
cedure  ;  and  in  any  cafe  the  extra#  fhews  the  decided 
opinion  of  the  Britifh  court,  that  their  Commiflioners  had 
not  the  power  by  them  pretended. 


But  further  :  The  Congrefs  had  refolved  on  the  8th  of 
January,  1778,  op  the  moll  conclufive  reafons,  That  the 
emoarkation  of  lieutenant-general  Burgoyne  and  the 
‘‘  troops  under  his  command  be  fufpended  till  a  dijlintt  and 
cc  explicit  ratification  of  the  convention  of  Saratoga  fhall  bq 
“pi°perly  notified  by  the  court  of  Great-Britain  to  Con- 
grefs.5  But  inftcad  of  this,  there  is  fimply  a  direction  of 
^  fecretary  of  flate  to  their  general  “  to  give  the  fulleff  af- 
fur  anccs,  &c.  which  alTurances,  and  the  general  who  gave 
th  m,  or  t:ie  very  fecretary  himfelf,  might  be  difavowed. 
i  ne  perfon  who  certifies  the  extract  alfo  might  eafily  be 
diia vowed  ;  nay,  it  is  very  pofhble  that  no  fuch  letter  was 
ever  written  :  Nor  can  we  argue  againff  fuch  deceit  from  the 
bafeneis  of  it ;  for  thofe  who  would  do  the  many  treacherous 
acts  which  they  had  committed  during  the  war,  who  had 
borrowed  from  felons  of  the  mod  pitiful  kind  the  little  vil¬ 
lainy  of  counterfeiting  money,  and  with  whom  it  was  a  fa¬ 
vorite  maxim  that  no  faith  was  to.  be  kept  with  rebels,  could 
hardly  boggle  at  the  fending  as  an  extradf  from  a  fecretary 
of  flate  s  letter  what  really  was  not  fuch  an  extradf.  But 
it  is  unneceflary  to  dwell  on  thefe  ohjedlions  ;  for  the  laft 
paragraph  of  Sir  Henry  Clinton's  letter  was  fo  highly  in¬ 
decent,  that  it  would  have  been  treafon  againff  the  dignity 
of  the  people  of  America  to  have  attended  to  it.  The 
Congrefs,  therefore,  with  great  propriety,  u  ordered  that 
<c  the  fecretary  return  the  following  anfwer  :  Sir,  I  am 
4C  directed  to  inform  you,  that  the  Congrefs  of  the  United 
cc  States  of  America  make  no  anfwer  to  infolent  letters/’ 


Being  thus  foiled  in  their  feveral  attempts  to  deceive, 
nothing  remained  but  to  terrify.  For  this  purpofethey  on 
the  qd  of  Qdlober,  1778,  publifhed  the  following  mani- 
fcllo  and  proclamation  : 


To  the  members  cf  the  Congrefs ,  the  members  of  the  General 
fjjanbhes  or  Conventions  of  the  'feveral  colonics, plantations  and 
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provinces  of  New  -  Hampfm  re,  Maffachufetis  Bay ,  Bhode- 
If  and ,  Connecticut,  New -York,  Ncw-ferjey,  Bcnnfylvania , 
the  three  Bower  Counties  on  Delaware,  Maryland,  Vir¬ 
ginia ,  North -Carolina,  South-Carolina  and  Georgia,  and 
all  ethers,  free  inhabitants  cj  the  faid  colonies,  of  every  rank 
and  denomination . 


By  the  Earl  of  CARLISLE,  Sir  HENRY  CLIN¬ 
TON  and  WILLIAM  EDEN,  Efq\  Commif- 
fioners  appointed  by  his  maje/ly  in  pnrfuance  cf  an  act  of 
parliament,  made  and  pafed  in  the  1 8  th  year  oj  his  majeffs 
reign,  to  enable  his  majejty  to  appoint  Ccmmifjioners  to  treat, 
confult  and  agree  upon  the  means  cf  quieting  the  diforders 
now  fubfijiing  in  certain  of  the  colonics,  plantations  and  pro¬ 
vinces  in  North- America. 


U  IT  A  V  I  N  G  amply  and  repeatedly  made  known  to 

11  the  Congrefs,  and  having  alfo  proclaimed  to  the 
inhabitants  of  North-America  in  general,  the  benevolent 
Overtures  of  Great- Britain  towards  a  re-union  and  coalition 
with  her  colonies,  we  do  not  think  it  confident  either 
with  the  duty  we  owe  to  our  country,  or  with  a  juft  re¬ 
gard  to  the  characters  we  bear,  to  perfift  in  holding  out 
offers,  which,  in  our  eftimation,  required  only  to  be  known 
to  be  mold  gratefully  accepted  •  and  we  have  accordingly,  ex¬ 
cepting  only  the  commander  in  chief,  who  will  be  detained 
by  military  duties,  relolved  to  return  to  England  a  few 
weeks  after  the  date  of  this  manifefto  and  proclamation. 

tc  Previous,  however,  to  this  decifive  flep,  wc  arc 
led,  by  a  juft  anxiety  for  the  great  obje&s  of  our  million, 
to  enlarge  on  fome  points  which  may  not  have  been  fuf- 
ftciently  underftood,  to  recapitulate  to  our  fellow  fubje&s 
the  biddings  which  we  are  empowered  to  confer,  and  to 
warn  them  of  the  continued  train  of  evils  to  which  they 
are  at  prelent  blindly  and  obftinately  expoling  themfclves. 

<c  the  members  of  the  Congrefs,  then,  we  again 
declare,  that  we  are  ready  to  concur  in  all  fatisfa&ory  and 
juft  arrangements  for  fecuring  to  them  and  their  refpective 
conftituents,  the  re-eftablifhment  of  peace,  with  the  ex¬ 
emption  from  any  impofttion  of  taxes  by  the  parliament  of 
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Great-Britain,  and  the  irrevocable  enjoyment  of  everv" 
privilege  confident  with  that  union  of  interefts  and  force  on 
which  our  mutual  profperity  and  the  fafety  of  our  com¬ 
mon  religion  and  liberty  depend.  We  again  albert,  that 
the  members  of  the  Congrels  were  not  authorized  by  their 
confutation  either  to  rejedt  our  offers  without  the  previous 
confideration  and  confent  of  the  feveral  Alfemblies  and 
Conventions,  tiieir  conftituents,  or  to  refer  us  to  pre¬ 
tended  foreign  treaties,  which  they  know  are  delufively 
framed  in  the  fir  ft  inftance,  and  which  have  never  yet  been 
ratified  by  the  people  of  this  continent.  And  we  once 
more  remind  the  members  of  the  Congrefs,  that  they  are 
j  efponftble  to  their  countrymen,  to  the  world,  and  to  Gcd, 
for  the  continuance  of  this  war,  and  for  all  the  miieries 
with  which  it  muft  be  attended. 

u  To  the  General  Affeiriblies  and  Conventions  of  the 
different  colonies,  plantations  and  provinces  above-men¬ 
tioned,  we  now  feparately  make  the  offers  which  we  ori¬ 
ginally  transmitted  to  the  Congrefs  ;  and  we  hereby  call 
upon  and  urge  them  to  meet  exprefsly  for  the  purpofe  of 
confidering  whether  every  motive,  political  as  well  as 
moral,  Should  not  decide  their  refolution  to  embrace  the 
occafion  of  cementing  a  free  and  firm  coalition  with 
Great-Britain.  It  has  not  been,  nor  is  it,  our  wilh,  to 
leek  the  objedts  which  we  are  commii'fioned  to  purfue,  by 
fomenting  popular  divifions  and  partial  cabals  ;  we  think 
Such  conduct  would  be  ill  fuited  to  the  generous  nature  of 
the  offers  made,  and  unbecoming  the  dignity  of  the  king 
and  the  ftate  which  makes  them.  But  it  is  both  our  with 
and  our  duty  to  encourage  and  fupport  any  men  or  bodies 
of  men  in  their  return  of  loyalty  to  our  lovereign  and  of 
affection  to  our  fellow-fubjedts. 


“  To  all  others,  free  inhabitants  of  this  once  happy  em¬ 
pire,  we  alfo  addrefs  ourfelves.  Such  of  them  as  are 
actually  in  arms,  of  whatfoever  rank  or  defeription,  will 
do  well  to  recoiled,  that  the  grievances,  whether  real  or 
fuppofed,  which  led  them  into  this  rebellion,  have  been 
for-ever  removed,  and  that  the  juft  occalion  is  arrived  for 
their  returning  to  the  clafs  of  peaceful  citizens.  But  if 
the  honors  of  a  military  life  are  become  their  object,  let- 
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them  feek  thofe  honors  under  the  banners  of  their  right¬ 
ful  fovereign,  and  in  fighting  the  battles  of  the  united 
Britifh  empire  againll  our  late  mutual  and  natural  enemy. 

To  thofe  whofe  profeffion  it  is  to  exercife  the  functi¬ 
ons  of  religion  on  this  continent,  it  cannot  lurely  be  un¬ 
known,  that  the  foreign  power  with  which  the  Congrefs 
is  endeavoring  to  connect  them,  has  ever  been  averfe  to 
toleration,  and  inveterately  oppoled  to  the  interefls  and 
freedom  of  the  places  of  worth  ip  which  they  ferve  ;  and 
that  Great-Rritain,  from  whom  they  are  tor  the  prefent  fe- 
parated,  muff,  both  from  the  principles  of  her  conflitution 
and  of  proteffantifm,  be  at  all  times  the  beff  guardian  of 
religious  liberty,  and  moff  difpofed  to  promote  and  ex¬ 
tend  it. 

cc  To  all  thofe  who  can  eftimatc  the  bleflings  of  peace* 
and  its  influence  over  agriculture,  arts  and  commerce,  who 
can  feel  a  due  anxiety  for  the  education  and  effablifliment 
of  their  children,  or  who  can  place  a  juft  value  on  do- 
meftic  fecurity,  we  think  it  fufficient  to  obferve,  that  they 
are  made  by  their  leaders  to  continue  involved  in  all  the 
calamities  of  war,  without  having  either  a  juft  objedl  to 
purfue,  or  a  fub filling  grievance  which  may  not  inilantly 
be  redreffed. 

But  if  there  be  any  perfons  who,  diveffed  of  miffaken 
refentments,  and  uninfluenced  by  felfifh  interefls,  really 
think  that  it  is  for  the  benefit  of  the  colonies  to  feparate 
themfelves  from  Great-Britain,  and  that,  fo  feparated, 
they  will  find  a  conftitution  more  mild,  more  free,  and 
better  calculated  for  their  profperity  than  that  which  they 
heretofore  enjoyed,  and  which  we  are  empowered  and  dif¬ 
pofed  to  renew  and  improve  ;  with  fuch  perfons  we  will 
not  difpute  a  pofition  which  feems  to  be  fufficiently  con- 
tradidfed  by  the  experience  they  have  had.  But  we  think 
it  right  to  leave  them  fully  aware  of  the  change  which  the 
maintaining  fuch  a  pofition  mull  make  in  the  whole  na¬ 
ture  and  future  condudf  of  this  war ;  more  efpecially  when 
to  this  pofition  is  added  the  pretended  alliance  with  the 
court  of  France. — The  policy,  as  well  as  the  benevolence 
of  Great-Britain,  have  thus  far  checked  the  extremes  of 
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war,  when  they  tended  to  diflrefs  a  people  ilill  confidered 
as  our  fellow-fubjedts,  and  to  defoiate  a  country  fhortly  to 
become  again  a  fource  of  mutual  advantage  :  But  when 
that  country  profeffes  the  unnatural  delign  not  only  of 
eftranging  herfelf  from  us,  but  of  mortgaging  herfelf  and 
her  resources  to  our  enemies,  the  whole  conteft  is  changed; 
and  the  queltion  is,  how  tar  Great-Britain  may,  by  every 
means  in  her  power,  deffroy  or  render  ufelefs  a  connection 
contrived  for  her  ruin,  and  for  the  aggrandizement  of 
Fr  ance.  Under  fuch  circumftances  the  laws  of  felf-pre- 
lervation  muft  direCt  the  ccndudt  of  Great-Britain  ;  and 
it  the  Britifh  colonies  are  to  become  an  accefiion  to  France, 
will  diredb  her  to  render  that  accelTion  of  as  little  avail  as 
pollible  to  her  enemy. 

“  If,  however,  there  are  any  who  think,  that  notwiths¬ 
tanding  thefe  reafonings,  the  independence  of  the  colonies 
will,  in  the  refult,  be  acknowledged  by  Great-Britain  ;  to 
them  we  anfwer  without  referve,  that  we  neither  pofftfs  or 
expeCt  powers  for  that  purpofe  ;  and  that,  if  Great-Britain 
could  ever  have  funk  fo  low  as  to  adopt  fuch  a  meafure? 
we  fhould  not  have  thought  ourfelves  compellable  to  be 
the  inftruments  in  making  a  concdTion,.  which  would,  in 
our  opinion,  be  calamitous  to  the  colonies,  for  whom  it  is 
made,  and  difgraceful,  as  well  as  calamitous,  to  the  country 
from  which  it  is  required.  And  we  think  proper  to  de¬ 
clare,  that  in  this  fpirit  and  fentiment  we  have  regularly 
written  from  this  continent  to  Great-Britain. 

“  It  will  now  become  the  colonies  in  general  to  call 
to  mind  their  own  folemn  appeals  to  Heaven  in  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  this  conteft,  that  they  took  arms  only  for  the 
red  refs  of  grievances,  and  that  it  would  be  their  wilh,  as 
well  as  their  intereft,  to  remain  for-ever  conneCted  with 
Great-Britain.  We  again  alk  them,  whether  all  their 
grievances,  real  or  fuppofed,  have  not  been  amply  and 
fully  redreffed  ?  And  we  infill,  that  the  offers  we  have 
made,  leave  nothing  to  be  wilhed,  in  point  either  of  im¬ 
mediate  liberty  or  permanent  fccurity  :  If  thofe  offers  are 
now  rejeCfed,  we  withdraw  from  the  exercife  of  a  com- 
miffion  with  which  we  have  in  vain  been  honored  ;  the 
fame  liberality  will  no  longer  he  due  from  Great-Britain., 
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nor  can  it  either  in  juftice  or  policy  be  expe&ed 
from  her. 

“  In  fine*  and  for  the  fuller  manifeftation  as  well  of  the 
difpofttion  we  bear,  as  of  the  gracious  and  generous  pur- 
poles  of  the  commiftion  under  which  we  act,  we  hereby 
declare,  that  whereas  his  majefty,  in  purluance  of  an  aCt, 
made  and  palled  in  the  eighteenth  feftion  ol  parliament, 
entitled,  “  An  a£t  to  enable  his  majefty  to  appoint  Com- 
miftioners  with  fufficient  powers  to  treat,  conlult  and 
agree  upon  the  means  of  quieting  the  diforders  now 
fubftfting  in  certain  of  the  colonies,  plantations  and 
provinces  of  North- America, ”  having  been  pleafed  to 
authorize  and  empower  us  to  grant  a  pardon  or  pardons 
to  any  number  or  defcription  of  perfons  within  the  colo¬ 
nies,  plantations  and  provinces  of  New-Hampfhire,  Maf- 
fachufetts-Bay,  Rhode-Illand,  Connecticut,  New-York, 
New-Jerfey,  Pennfylvania,  the  three  lower  Counties  on 
Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North-Carolina,  South- 
Carolina  and  Georgia  :  And  whereas  the  good  effeCts  of 
the  faid  authorities  and  powers  towards  the  people  at  large, 
would  have  long  ftnce  taken  place,  if  a  due  ufe  had  been 
made  of  our  ftrft  communications  and  overtures,  and  have 
thus  far  been  fruftrated  only  by  the  precipitate  refo- 
lution  of  the  members  of  the  Congrefs  not  to  treat  with 
us,  and  by  their  declining  to  conlult  with  their  confti- 
tuents  :  We  now,  in  making  our  appeal  to  thofe  confti- 
tuents,  and  to  the  free  inhabitants  of  this  continent  in  ge¬ 
neral,  have  determined  to  give  to  them  what  in  our  opinion 
fhould  have  been  the  ftrft  objeCt  of  thofe  who  appeared  to 
have  taken  the  management  of  their  interefts,  and  adopt 
this  mode  of  carrying  the  faid  authorities  and  powers  into 
execution.  JVe  accordingly  hereby  grant  and proclaim  a  par¬ 
don  or  pardons  of  all  and  all  manner  of  treafons  or  mifprifions 
of  treafons ,  by  any  perfon  or  perfons ,  or  by  any  number  or 
defcription  of  perfons  within  the  faid  colonies ,  plantations  or 
provinces ,  coun felled,  commanded ,  a  died  or  done  on  or  before  the 
date  of  this  manifejlo  and  proclamation.. 

cc  And  we  farther  declare  and  proclaim,  that  if 
any  perfon  or  perfons,  or  any  number  or  defcription  of 
perfons  within  the  faid  colonies,  plantations  and  pro¬ 
vinces,  now  aClually  ferving  either  in  a  civil  or  military 
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capacity  in  this  rebellion,  fhall,  at  any  time  during  the 
continuance  of  this  manifeflo  and  proclamation,  withdraw 
himfelf  or  themfelves  from  fuch  civil  or  military  fervice, 
and  /hall  continue  thenceforth  peaceably  as  a  good  and 
faithful  fubjedf  or  fubjedts  to  his  majefly,  to  demean  him¬ 
felf  or  themfelves,  fuch  perfon  or  perfons,  or  fuch  number 
and  defeription  of  perfons,  fhall  become  and  be  fully  en¬ 
titled  to,  and  hereby  obtain  all  the  benefits  of,  the  pardon 
or  pardons  hereby  granted  ;  excepting  only  from  the  faid 
pardon  or  pardons  every  perfon,  and  every  number  or 
defeription  of  perfons,  who,  after  the  date  of  this  mani- 
feflo  and  proclamation,  fhall,  under  the  pretext  of  au¬ 
thority,  as  judges,  jurymen,  miniffers,  or  officers  of  civil 
juftice,  be  inffrumental  in  executing  and  putting  to  death 
any  of  his  majefty’s  fubjedfs  within  the  faid  colonies, 
plantations  and  provinces. 

And  we  think  proper  farther  to  declare,  that  nothing 
herein  contained  is  meant,  or  fhall  be  conftrued,  to  fet  at 
liberty  any  perfon  or  perfons  now  being  a  prifoner  or  pri- 
foners,  or  who,  during  the  continuance  of  this  rebellion, 
fhall  become  a  prifoner  or  prifoners. 

<c  And  we  offer  to  the  colonies  at  large,  or  feparatcly, 
a  general  or  feparate  peace,  with  the  revival  of  their  an- 
tient  governments  fecured  againft  any  future  infringe¬ 
ments,  and  protected  for-ever  from  taxation  by  Great- 
Britain.  And,  with  refpedt  to  fuch  farther  regulations, 
whether  civil,  military  or  commercial,  as  they  may  wifh 
to  be  framed  and  effablifhed,  we  promife  all  the  concur¬ 
rence  and  affiffance  that  his  majelly’s  commifflon  au~ 
thorizes  and  enables  us  to  give. 

And  we  declare,  that  this  manifefto  and  proclama¬ 
tion  fhall  continue  and  be  in  force  forty  days  from  the 
date  thereof,  that  is  to  fay,  from  the  third  day  of  Odfobei 
to  the  eleventh  day  of  November,  both  inclulive. 

cc  And,  in  order  that  the  whole  contents  of  this  ma¬ 
nifefto  and  proclamation  may  be  more  fully  known,  we 
fhall  diredt  copies  thereof,  both  in  the  Englifh  and  Ger¬ 
man  language,  to  be  tranfmitted  by  flags  of  truce  to  the 

Conerefs. 


[  n7  .3 

Controls,  the  General  Aflemblies  or  Conventions  of  the 
colonies,  plantations  and  provinces,  and  to  feveral  perfons 
both  in  civil  and  military  capacities  within  the  laid  colo¬ 
nies,  plantations  and  provinces.  And,  for  the  fuithei  fe- 
curity  in  times  to  come  of  the  feveral  perfons  or  numbers 
or  descriptions  of  perfons  who  are  or  may  be  the  objedls  of 
this  manifefto  and  proclamation,  we  have  fet  our  hands 
and  feals  to  thirteen  copies  thereof,  and  have  tranfmitted 
the  fame  to  the  thirteen  colonics,  plantations  and  pro¬ 
vinces  above-mentioned  ;  and  we  are  willing  to  hope  that 
the  whole  of  this  manifefto  and  proclamation  will  be 
fairly  and  freely  publifhed  and  circulated  for  the  imme¬ 
diate,  general  and  mod  lenous  coniideration  and  benefit  ol 
all  his  majefty’s  fubjedts  on  this  continent.  And  we  ear- 
neftly  exhort  all  perfons  who  by  this  ihftrument  forthwith 
receive  the  benefit  of  the  king  s  pardon,  at  the  fame  time 
that  they  entertain  a  becoming  fenfe  of  thole  lenient  and 
affedtionate  meafures  whereby  they  are  now  freed  from 
many  grievous  charges  which  might  have  nfen  in  judge¬ 
ment,  or  have  been  brought  in  queftion  againft  them,  to 
make  a  wife  improvement  of  the  fituation  in  which  this 
manifefto  and  proclamation  places  them,  and  not  only  to 
recoiled!:,  that  a  perfeverance  in  the  prefent  rebellion,  or 
any  adherence  to  the  trcafonable  connedfion  attempted  to 
be  framed  with  a  foreign  power,  will,  after  the  prefent 
grace  extended,  be  confidered  as  crimes  of  the  moft  aggra¬ 
vated  kind,  but  to  vie  with  each  other  in  eager  and  cor¬ 
dial  endeavors  to  fecure  their  own  peace  and  promote  and 
eftablifh  the  profperity  of  their  countrymen  and  the  gene¬ 
ral  weal  of  the  empire. 

<c  And,  purfuant  to  his  majefty’s  commiftion,  we  hereby 
require  all  officers  civil  and  military,  and  all  others  his 
majefty’s  loving  fubjedts  whatfoever,  to  be  aiding  and  af- 
flfting  unto  us  in  the  execution  of  this  our  manifefto  and 
proclamation,  and  of  all  the  matters  herein  contained. 

Given  at  New -York,  this  3  d  day  of  October  1778. 

Carlisle,  (L.  S.) 

H.  Clinton,  (L.  S.) 

W  m.  Eden.  (L.  S.) 

By  their  excellencies  command, 

A  D  am  Ferguson,  Secretary.” 

By 
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By  feme  accidents  in  the  conveyance  of  this  proclama¬ 
tion,  it  was  a  long  time  before  it  came  officially  to  Con- 
grefs,  though  it  had  been  re-publifhed  from  the  New- 
York  papers  in  thofe  of  the  United  States.  As  foon, 
however,  as  it  arrived,  it  produced  the  following  folemn 
appeal  : 

by  the  CONGRES  S  of  the  United  States  of  America^ 

manifesto. 

I  H  E  S  E  United  States  having  been  driven  to 
A  holliili ties  by  the  oppreffive  and  tyrannous  mea- 
fures  of  Great -Britain  ;  having  been  compelled  to  com¬ 
mit  the  effential  rights  of  man  to  the  decifion  of  arms  j 
and  having  been  at  length  forced  to  fhake  off  a  yoke  which 
had  grown  too  burthenfome  to  bear,  they  declared  them- 
l'elves  free  and  independent. 

Confiding  in  thejufticeof  their  caufe;  confiding  in 
H  i  m  who  difpofes  of  human  events,  although  weak  and 
unprovided,  they  fet  the  power  of  their  enemies  at  defiance. 

“  In  this  confidence  they  have  continued  through  the 
various  fortune  of  three  bloody  campaigns,  unawed  by  the 
power,  unfubdued  by  the  barbarity  of  their  foes.  Their 
virtuous  citizens  have  borne,  without  repining,  the  lofs  of 
many  tilings  which  make  life  dellrable.  Their  brave 
troops  have  patiently  endured  the  hardfhips  and  dangers  of 
a  fituation,  fruitful  in  both  beyond  former  example* 

<c  The  Congrefs,  confidering  themfelves  bound  to 
Jove  their  enemies,  as  children  of  that  Being  who  is 
equally  the  Father  of  all  ;  and  defirous,  fince  they  could 
not  prevent,  at  leaff  to  alleviate,  the  calamities  of  war, 
have  ffudied  .to  fpare  thofe  who  were  in  arms  again!!  them, 
and  to  lighten  the  chains  of  captivity. 

cc  The  condudl  of  thofe  ferving  under  the  king  of 
Great-Britain  hath,  with  fome  few  exceptions,  been 
diametrically  oppofite.  They  have  laid  wafte  the  open 
country,  burned  the  defencelefs  villages,  and  butchered 
the  citizens  of  America.  Their  prifons  have  been  the 
Haughter-houfes  of  her  foldiers,  their  Ihips  of  her  feamen, 

and 
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and  the  fevereft  injuries  have  been  aggravated  by  the 
grofleft  infult. 

C(  Foiled  in  their  vain  attempt  to  fubjugate  the  un¬ 
conquerable  fpirit  ot  freedom,  they  have  meanly  aflailed 
the  reprefentatives  of  America  with  bribes,  with  deceit, 
and  the  fervility  of  adulation.  They  have  made  a  mock  of 
humanity,  by  the  wanton  deftru&ion  of  men  :  They  have 
made  a  mock  of  religion,  by  impious  appeals  to  God  whilft 
in  the  violation  of  his  facred  commands  :  They  have  made 
a  mock  even  of  reafon  itfclf,  by  endeavoring  to  prove, 
that  the  liberty  and  happinefs  of  America  could  fafely  be 
entrufled  to  thofe  who  have  fold  their  own ,  unawed  by  the 
fenfe  of  virtue  or  of  fhame. 

cc  Treated  with  the  contempt  which  fuch  conducf 
deferved,  they  have  applied  to  individuals  :  They  have 
folicited  them  to  break  the  bonds  of  allegiance,  and  imbue 
their  fouls  with  the  blacked  of  crimes  :  But,  fearing  that 
none  could  be  found  through  thefe  United  States  equal  to 
the  wickednefs  of  their  purpofe,  to  influence  weak  minds, 
they  have  threatened  more  wide  devaluation. 

“  While  the  fhadow  of  hope  remained,  that  our 
enemies  could  be  taught  by  our  example  to  refpedt  thofe 
laws  which  are  held  facred  among  civilized  nations,  and  to 
comply  with  the  dictates  of  a  religion  which  they  pretend 
in  common  with  us  to  believe  and  to  revere,  they  have 
been  left  to  the  influence  of  that  religion  and  that  example. 
But  fince  their  incorrigible  difpofitions  cannot  be  touched 
by  kindnefs  and  compaflion,  it  becomes  our  duty  by  other 
means  to  vindicate  the  rights  of  humanity. 

<c  We,  therefore,  the  Congrefs  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  do  folemnly  declare  and  proclaim,  that  if  our 
enemies  prefume  to  execute  their  threats,  or  perfift  in  their 
prefent  career  of  barbarity,  we  will  take  fuch  exemplary 
vengeance  as  fhall  deter  others  from  a  like  conduct.  We 
appeal  to  that  God  who  fearcheth  the  hearts  of  men,  for 
the  redtitude  of  our  intentions  ;  and  in  his  holy  prefence 
we  declare,  that  as  we  are  not  moved  by  any  light  and 
hafty  fuggeftions  of  anger  or  revenge,  fo  through  every 

polfible 
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polTiWe  change  of  fortune  we  will  adhere  to  this  our 
determination. 

Done  in  Congrefs ,  by  unanimous  confent ,  the  thirtieth  day  of 
October,  one  thoufand /even  hundred  and  feventy- eight. 

Henry  Laurens,  prefident. 

Atteft .  Charles  Thomson,  fecretary . ’ ’ 

Thus  all  negotiation  for  dependence  being  at  an  end9 
Great-Britain  and  America  are  now  to  contend  on  the 
following  points  :  ift.  On  the  part  of  Great-Britain  it  is 
declared,  that  as  we  will  not  fubmit,  and  fhe  cannot  fubdue, 
fhe  will  attempt  to  ruin  and  deftroy.  2dly,  On  the  part 
of  America  it  is  declared,  that  if  the  war  is  profecuted  in 
a  manner  not  conformable  to  the  laws  ot  nations,  the  con- 
du£t  of  her  enemies  fhall  be  retaliated,. 


If  our  enemies  were  tinder  the  guidance  of  rcafon,  they 
would  debit  from  thofe  efforts  with  which  they  threaten 
us  ;  iff.  Becaufe,  although  they  may  burn  many  defence- 
Jefs  towms,  and  ravage  much  of  the  open  country,  tne  at¬ 
tempt  to  ruin  us  muff  be  unfuccefsful,  and  the  expence  of 
it  enormous  ;  not  to  mention  that  their  whole  ioice  is 
neceffary  for  their  own  defence,  which  neceflity  will  daily 
jncreafe.  2dly.  Becaufe  their  baibanty,  by  exafperating 
more  the  minds  of  the  Americans,  will  more  effectually 
wean  them  from  all  attachment  to,  and  connexion  wnh, 
Great-Britain,  as  well  political  as  commercial.  3dly.  Be¬ 
caufe  they  muff  expect  that  our  allies  will  affoid  cu.t\  a  c 
m  their  power  to  vindicate  the  violated  rights  of  nations  , 
which  indeed  they  are  bound  to  do,  not  oiii)  m  common 
with  all  other  fovereigns,  but  by  the  powerful  principles  Oi 
faith  and  affc&ion.  And  4_thly.  Becaufe  fuch  condud  on 
their  part  would  juffify  on  ours  not  only  the  breach  Ci  <xi  y 
compacts  which  might  be  entered  into,  but  even  the  molt 
fangu inary  meal ures  at  the  moft  diftant  period  ;  nay  more, 
would  demand  a  remembrance  of  the  injury,  until  fuch 
ample  vengeance  would  1x3  taken  as  would  in  future  pre¬ 
vent  fimiiar  inf u Its  from  others. 

But  the  unreafonablencfs  of  thefe  mcafures  is  ten  far 

from 
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from  being  a  conclufive  argument  why  they  will  llot 
adopt  them;  ift.  Becaufe  their  whole  conduct,  with  re¬ 
lation  to  this  country,  bears  luch  flrong  marks  of  folly, 
that  to  fuppofe  they  will  not  obftinately  per fift  in  it, 
would  argue  a  degree  of  weaknefs  and  infidelity.  2,d]y0 
Becaufe  it  is  perhaps  neceffary  that  they  fhould  make 
a  vifitation  to  every  flate,  in  order  to  purge  it  of  the  moil 
turbulent  part  of  the  difaffe&ed,  and  punifh  the  remainder 
by  the  deftruCtion  of  their  property,  thereby  bringing 
home  to  their  feelings  that  conviction  which  was  not  to 
be  effeCted  in  the  common  way  of  reafoning*  3 dly.  Be¬ 
caufe  fomething  muff  be  allowed  to  the  anguilh  of  dif- 
appointed  avarice  and  ambition;  for,  fince  no  hope  re¬ 
mains  of  acquiring  that  dominion  which  was  the  objeCt 
of  their  fervent  defires,  it  is  perfectly  natural  that  men, 
free  from  the  influence  of  juflice  or  humanity,  fhould 
take  any  and  every  method  to  fatiate  the  vengeance  of 
defeated  defpotifin.  And  4thly.  Becaufe,  as  they  fuppofe, 
they  have  offended  us  beyond  forgivenefs  ;  fo  they  con¬ 
clude  that  we  fir  all  be  ftimulated  by  paffions  like  their 
©wn,  to  profecute  their  ruin  :  In  which  cafe,  being  too 
haughty  to  afk  our  friendfnip,  they  have  no  alternative 
but  to  endeavor  to  render  our  enmity  as  little  dangerous 
as  poffible. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  determination  of  America  to 
retaliate,  is  dictated  by  every  motive  of  policy  and  juflice, 
and  muft  terminate  to  the  great  prejudice  of  Britain,  and 
the  ruin  of  her  adherents  on  this  fide  of  the  Atlantic  : 
Nor  can  the  means  be  wanting;  the  towns  on  her  coafl 
are  at  leaf!  as  defencelefs  as  ours  ;  and  their  citizens,  un- 
ufed  to  arms,  are  utterly  incapable  of  repelling  an  affault. 
A  fmall  fum  of  money  would  wrap  their  metropolis  in 
flames.  Their  fubjeCts  and  adherents  may  eafily  be  found 
in  any  part  of  the  earth  ;  and  the  dreaded  fcal ping-knife 
itfelf  may,  in  the  hands  of  our  riflemen,  fpread  honor 
through  their  ifland.  Thefe  and  many  other  methods 
may  readily  be  devifed  ;  and  certainly  fome  critical  mo¬ 
ment  will  offer  itfelf  in  the  flow  of  time  to  proclaim  tc» 
them  the  injuries  of  America  in  the  rough  founds  of 
merited  barbarity. 


Considering 
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Considering  our  prefent  fituation  and  connexions* 
we  cannot  but  be  fenfible  that  the  independence  of'  Ame¬ 
rica  is  fully  fecured,  and  nothing  left  to  guard  againft  but 
the  ravages  of  a  cruel  foe,  and  the  derangement  of  our 
finances.  To  effeX  the  former,  we  muff  hold  ourfelves 
ready  to  repel  force  by  force  wherever  affailed,  and  firmly 
retort  every  infringement  of  the  law  of  nations  with  un¬ 
feeling  perfcverance.  To  remedy  the  latter,  ceconomy  in 
the  expenditure  of  money,  and  taxation,  are  the  natural 
means,  and,  in  addition  to  thefe,  private  ceconomy,  founded 
on  a  conviXion  that  the  monies  wantonly  expended  in 
the  prefent  moment  of  depreciation,  will  foon  be  deeply 
regretted  when  it  hath  recovered  its  full  value.  By  fuch 
ffeps  we  fhall  fruftrate  the  defigns  of  our  enemies,  and 
halfen  that  moment  when  the  United  States  of  North  - 
America,  rifing  from  diftrefs  to  glory,  fhall  difpenfe  to 
their  citizens  the  bleflings  of  that  peace,  liberty  and  fafety 
for  which  we  have  virtuoufly  and  vigoroufly  contended. 

The  portals  of  the  temple  we  have  raifed  to  freedom, 
fhall  then  be  thrown  wide,  as  an  afylum  to  mankind. 
America  fhall  receive  to  her  bofom  and  comfort  and  cheer 
the  opprefTed,  the  miferable  and  the  poor  of  every  nation 
and  of  every  clime.  The  enterprife  of  extending  com¬ 
merce  fhall  wave  her  friendly  flag  over  the  billows  of  the 
remoteft  regions.  Induftry  fhall  colleX  and  bear  to  her 
fn ores  all  the  various  produXions  of  the  earth,  and  all  by 
which  human  life  and  human  manners  are  polifhed  and 
adorned.  In  becoming  acquainted  with  the  religions,  the 
cuftoms  and  the  laws,  the  wifdom,  virtues  and  follies  and 
prejudices  of  different  countries,  we  fhall  be  taught  to 
cherifli  the  principles  of  general  benevolence.  .  We  fhall 
learn  to  confider  all  men  as  our  brethren,  being  equally 
children  of  the  Univerfal  Parent — that  Crod  of  the 
heavens  and  of  the  earth,  whole  infinite  majefty,  for  pro¬ 
vidential  favor  during  the  late  revolution,  almighty  power 
in  our  prefervation  from  impending  ruin,  and  gracious 
mercy  in  our  redemption  from  the  iron  fhackles  of  de- 
lpotifm,  we  cannot  ceafe  with  gratitude  and  with  deep 
humility  to  praife,  to  reverence  and  adore. 


